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Original broadway cast

"Rent: Live" Cast Recalls Falling in Love with Musical It's been nearly a quarter-century since "Rent" revolutionized Broadway. The iconic rock opera first premiered on April 29, 1996, at the Nederlander Theatre and was met with universal acclaim. The show earned 10 Tony nominations and took home four, including Best Musical, while also winning
the Pulitzer Prize for Drama. To celebrate its anniversary, we spoke with the eight principal cast members who made "Rent" a phenomenon. Scroll down to see what they're up to today! Idina Menzel, who originated the role of Maureen on Broadway, has gone on to originate Elphaba in "Wicked," release seven studio albums, and provide the voice for
Elsa in Disney's Frozen franchise. She's also performed with Glee and sung the National Anthem at Super Bowl XLIX. Anthony Rapp, who played Mark on Broadway, has appeared in films like "Twister" and "A Beautiful Mind." He joined Idina Menzel in the musical "If/Then" in 2014 and currently stars as Lt. Commander Paul Stamets on CBS All
Access' "Star Trek: Discovery," making history as the first openly gay character in the franchise. Since originating the role of Tom, Jesse L. Martin has kept busy with various projects, including a recurring role on Glee and appearances in TV shows like Law & Order: SVU and Psych. The cast's experiences with "Rent" have been truly life-changing, and
their stories are just as captivating today as they were when the show first premiered. A rundown of TV and stage performances by several actors reveals their versatility and longevity in their craft. Among them is Jesse L. Martin, who started with guest roles on shows like Ally McBeal and The X-Files before landing the role of Det. Ed Green on Law &
Order from 1999 to 2008. He then returned to stage productions two years later. After a short-lived series and recurring spots, he joined The Flash as Joe West. Adam Pascal's journey includes originating roles in Broadway shows like Rent and Aida. He reprised his role for the 2005 film adaptation of Rent and appeared in films like School of Rock and
SLC Punk!. On stage, he has been part of Memphis, Chicago, Something Rotten!, and Pretty Woman: The Musical. Taye Diggs' path includes starring in films such as How Stella Got Her Groove Back and Chicago. He also had series regular roles on Private Practice, Murder in the First, and All American. In addition to reprising his role for the 2005
film adaptation of Rent, he appeared in several notable productions. Idina Menzel, after her Broadway debut in Rent, went on a national tour with The Lion King as Rafiki. She was one of two original cast members not to return for the 2005 film adaptation due to age concerns. In 2012, she had a recurring guest spot on Showtime's The Big C. Wilson
Jermaine Heredia originated the role of Angel in Rent and won a Tony for his performance. He has since appeared in films like Flawless and Descent and guest-starred on several TV shows. Daphne Rubin-Vega played Mimi in the original Broadway cast of Rent. While she was pregnant during filming, she did not appear in the 2005 film adaptation.
Instead, Rosario Dawson took over her role. Rubin-Vega has appeared in numerous stage productions and films like Wild Things and Flawless. These actors have demonstrated their commitment to their craft through various performances on TV and stage, often revisiting roles they originated or reprising parts for adaptations. Anthony Rapp and
Adam Pascal: A Look at Their Careers After Rent Anthony Rapp originated the role of Mark Cohen in the Broadway production of Rent, reprising his role in the 1998 West End production. Following Rent, Rapp starred as Charlie Brown in You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown, before appearing in regional productions of Nocturne and Henry V. Rapp
returned to Rent on Broadway in 2007 alongside Adam Pascal, who originated the role of Roger Davis. Pascal earned a Tony Award nomination for his performance in Rent and went on to star in Aida and Cabaret. After Rent, Rapp starred in Off-Broadway productions of Private Jokes Public Places and Some Americans Abroad, before reprising his role
as Mark Cohen in the national tour of Rent. He also appeared in film and television shows such as Twister, Spin City, and The X-Files. Rapp originated the role of Lucas in the Broadway production of If/Then in 2014, starring alongside Idina Menzel. He has also released music, including a one-man show Without You based on his memoir about his time
in Rent. Pascal went on to star in Aida and Memphis, earning a Tony Award nomination for Best Performance by a Leading Actor in a Musical. He also appeared in Chicago, Disaster!, and Something Rotten!, before joining the Broadway cast of Pretty Woman: The Musical in 2019. Daphne Rubin-Vega Chris Evans Idina Menzel is a renowned actress
who has had a top-10 song on the Billboard chart. In 2014, she starred in the original Broadway musical 'If/Then’, earning a Tony Award nomination for Best Leading Actress in a Musical. Her holiday album Holiday Wishes reached number 10 on the Billboard 200 that same year. Menzel also released her self-titled album 'idina’ in 2015, which debuted
at number 29 on the US Billboard 200. She sang The Star-Spangled Banner at Super Bowl XLIX and later starred as C.C. Bloom in the Lifetime TV movie remake of Beaches. In 2019, Menzel voiced Else in Frozen II and received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. Her second holiday album 'Christmas: A Season of Love' debuted at number 2 on
Billboard's US Top Holiday Albums. Recently, she starred opposite Camila Cabello in Kay Cannon's film adaptation of Cinderella and will reprise her role as Nancy Tremaine in the sequel to Enchanted, 'Disenchanted'. Menzel has also been announced to star alongside Adam Sandler in the film adaptation of You Are SO Not Invited to My Bat Mitzvah!.
Hamilton is a groundbreaking musical that has revolutionized the American theater landscape with its hip-hop, R&B, and traditional show tunes integration. Created by Lin-Manuel Miranda, it tells the story of Alexander Hamilton, one of America's Founding Fathers, from his rise as a penniless orphan to his role as the nation's first Treasury
Secretary. The musical explores themes of ambition, legacy, and the complexities of the American Revolution through a diverse cast reflecting today's multicultural society. It follows Hamilton's life, from his early days as a writer in the American Revolution to his personal struggles, including his marriage to Eliza Schuyler and his infamous duel with
Aaron Burr.
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