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Movies Books Travel Food Other Sign In The Legend of the Blue LotusThe following is a list of female superheroes in comic books, television, film, and other media. Each character's name is followed by the publisher's name in parentheses; those from television or movies have their program listed in square brackets, and those in both comic books and
other media appear in parentheses.ContentsTop-ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXY Z See also External linksAlisha (Misfits)Agent Red (Miraculous: Tales of Ladybug & Cat Noir)Agent Yellow (Miraculous: Tales of Ladybug & Cat Noir)Agent Blue (Miraculous: Tales of Ladybug & Cat Noir)Amber (Eclipse Comics)America Chavez
(Marvel Comics)American Dream (Marvel Comics - MC2)American Maid (The Tick)Amethyst, Princess of Gemworld (DC Comics)Andromeda (DC Comics)Andromeda (Marvel Comics)Angela (Image Comics) + (Marvel Comics)Aquagirl (DC Comics)Argent (DC Comics)Arisia Rrab (DC Comics)Arrowette (DC Comics)Artemis of Bana-Mighdall (DC
Comics)Atom Eve (Image Comics)Atomic Betty (television series' title character)Aurora (Marvel Comics)Avengelyne (various)B.Orchid (Killer Instinct)Ballistic (Cyberforce member; Top Cow)Bandita (Phoenix Studios)Barb Wire (Dark Horse)Batgirl (DC Comics)Batwoman (DC Comics)Beautiful Dreamer (DC Comics)Bella Donna (Marvel
Comics)Belphegor (DC Comics)Betsy Braddock (Psylocke)/Captain Britain (Marvel Comics)Wanda Blake (Image Comics)Claire Bennet (Heroes)Biblegirl (Bibleman)Big Barda (DC Comics)Big Bertha (Marvel Comics)Binary (Marvel Comics)Vera Black (a.k.a. Sister Superior; DC Comics)Black Canary (DC Comics)Black Cat[1] (Harvey Comics)Black Cat
(Marvel Comics)Black Orchid (DC Comics)Black Widow (Natasha Romanoff)Black Widow (Timely Comics)Blackbat (DC Comics)Blacklight (Marvel Comics - MC2)Blink (Marvel Comics)Blossom (The Powerpuff Girls)Bloom (Winx Club)Bluebird (DC Comics)Bluestreak (Marvel Comics - MC2)Boodikka (DC Comics)Boom Boom (Marvel Comics)Brandy
(Image Comics)Bubbles (The Powerpuff Girls)Buff (Marvel Comics)Bulleteer (DC Comics)Bulletgirl (see Bulletman and Bulletgirl; DC Comics)Bumblebee (DC Comics)Bunnyx (Miraculous: Tales of Ladybug & Cat Noir)Burka AvengerBurnout (Eclipse Comics)Buttercup (The Powerpuff Girls)Callisto (Marvel Comics)Cambria (The Amory Wars)Captain
Britain (Betsy Braddock) (Marvel Comics)Captain Confederacy (Marvel Comics)Captain Marvel (Marvel Comics)Captain Universe (Marvel Comics)Cat Claw (Malibu Comics)Catwoman (DC Comics)Celsius (DC Comics)Cerise (Marvel Comics)Chance (Marvel Comics)Chase (DC Comics)Chastity (Chaos Comics)Choice (Marvel - Ultraverse)Cimarron
(Eclipse Comics)Cinnamon (DC Comics)Clea (Marvel Comics)Coagula (DC Comics)Cobweb (America's Best Comics)Colt (AC Comics)[2]Comet Queen (DC Comics)Copycat (DC Comics - Wildstorm)Copycat (Marvel Comics)Anya Corazon (Marvel Comics)Cornelia Hale (W.I.T.C.H.)Crazy Jane (DC Comics)Crimson Avenger (DC Comics)Crimson Curse
(Marvel Comics - MC2)Crimson Fox (DC Comics)Crystal (Marvel Comics)Cyberella (title character) (Helix comics)Cybergirl (title character)CybersixCyblade (Top Cow)Cyclone (DC Comics)Dabung Girl (Deeper Learning Comics)Dagger (Marvel Comics)Darkstar (Marvel Comics)Darna (Mango Comics)Dart (DC Comics)Dart (Image Comics - Highbrow
Ent)Dawn (Sirius Entertainment)Dawnstar (DC Comics)Dazzler (Marvel Comics)Dead Girl (Marvel Comics)Karolina Dean (Marvel Comics)Debrii (Marvel Comics)Deep Blue (DC Comics)Destiny (Marvel Comics)Devi (Virgin Comics)Diamond Lil (Marvel Comics)Diamondback (Marvel Comics)Diva (DC Comics - Wildstorm)Doctor Light (DC Comics)Doctor
Mid-Nite (DC Comics)Doll Girl (DC Comics)Dolphin (DC Comics)Domino (Marvel Comics)Domino Lady (Pulps)Dove (DC Comics)Dragonfly (AC Comics)Dragonna (Mars Ravelo's)Dream Girl (DC Comics)Dumb Bunny (DC Comics)Dusk (Marvel Comics)Dust (Marvel Comics)Dyna Girl (Krofft)Eagle (a.k.a. Sparrow; Miraculous: Tales of Ladybug & Cat
Noir)Echo (Marvel Comics)Elasti-Girl (DC Comics)Elastigirl (The Incredibles)Electra Woman (Krofft)Elektra (Marvel Comics)Empowered (Dark Horse Comics)Empress (DC)Emma Frost (Marvel Comics)Energizer (from Power Pack; Marvel)Engineer II (DC - Wildstorm)Fairchild (DC Comics - Wildstorm)Faith (DC Comics)Fallen Angel (DC
Comics)Fantmette (Collection Rose)Fathom (one of the Elementals, Comico Comics)Fathom (Aspen Comics)Feral (Marvel)Fever (DC Comics)Fire (DC Comics)Firebird (Marvel Comics)Firestar (Marvel Comics)Flamebird (DC Comics)Fleur-de-Lis (DC Comics)Flint (WS)Flora (Winx Club)Forerunner (DC Comics)Free Spirit (Marvel Comics)Freefall (DC
Comics - Wildstorm)Tara Fremont (AC Comics)Fury (DC Comics)Gamora (Marvel Comics)Ganymede (Marvel Comics)Garganta (AC Comics)Ghost (Dark Horse Comics)Glitter (Marvel - New Universe)Glory (various)Gloss (DC Comics)Godiva (DC Comics)Grace (DC Comics)Gretel (Hamster & Gretel)Jean Grey (Marvel Comics)Gabby Gomez/Gum Girl
(Disney/Hyperion)Gwen Tennyson (Ben 10)Gypsy (DC Comics)Halo (DC Comics)Harbinger (DC Comics)Hawk (DC Comics)Hawkeye (Kate Bishop) (Marvel Comics)Hawkgirl (DC Comics)Hawkwoman (DC Comics)Molly Hayes (Marvel Comics)Hay Lin (W.I.T.C.H.)Hellcat (Marvel Comics)Satana Hellstrom (Marvel Comics)Hepzibah (Marvel
Comics)Hippolyta (DC Comics)Hit Girl (Kick-Ass)Horridus (Image Comics - Highbrow Ent)Heather Hudson, formerly Sasquatch, Exiles member (Marvel Comics)Huntara (Marvel Comics)Huntress (DC Comics)Hurricane (Miraculous: Tales of Ladybug and Cat Noir)Husk (Marvel Comics)Icemaiden (DC Comics)Indigo (DC Comics)Insect Queen (DC
Comics)Invisible Woman (Marvel Comics)Natasha Irons (DC Comics)Isis (DC Comics)Irma Lair (W.I.T.C.H.)Ironheart (Marvel Comics)Jade (DC Comics)Jalisco (Phoenix Studios)Jann of the Jungle (Marvel Comics)Jayna (DC Comics)Jem and the Holograms (Hasbro)Jess (Misfits)Jessica Priest (Image Comics)Jet (DC Comics)Jet (DC Comics -
Wildstorm)Jocasta (Marvel Comics)Daisy Johnson (Marvel Comics)Jolt (Marvel Comics)Jessica Jones (Marvel Comics)Rhea Jones (a.k.a. Lodestone; DC Comics)Joystick (Marvel Comics)Jubilee (Marvel Comics)Judomaster (DC Comics)Jungle Girl (various)Jennifer Kale (Marvel Comics)Bette Kane (DC Comics)Nova Kane (First)Karma (Marvel
Comics)Kasumi (a.k.a. Batgirl; Cassandra Cain; DC Comics)Katana (DC Comics)Kelly (Misfits)Laurel Kent (DC Comics)Kid Flash (Iris West) (DC Comics)Kinetix (DC Comics)Kismet (Marvel Comics)Misty Knight (Marvel Comics)Knightowl (Miraculous: Tales of Ladybug & Cat Noir)Knockout (DC Comics)Killer Frost (DC Comics)Kole (DC Comics)Kratha
(Virgin Comics)Krystala (ABS-CBN)Lady Blackhawk (DC Comics)Lady Deadpool (Marvel Comics)Lady Death (Chaos Comics)Lady Luck (The Spirit Section)Ladybug (Miraculous: Tales of Ladybug & Cat Noir)Ladyhawk (Marvel Comics)Lexi Bunny (Loonatics Unleashed)Liberty Belle (DC Comics)Lightning (DC Comics)Light Lass (DC Comics)Lightspeed
(Marvel Comics)Little Mermaid (DC Comics)Looker (DC Comics)Loquita (Phoenix Studios)La Lunatica (Marvel Comics)Lyja (a.k.a. Lazerfist and Ms. Fantastic; Marvel Comics; Marvel-MC2)M (Marvel Comics)Madame Mirage (Top Cow Productions)Madame Xanadu (DC Comics)Magdalena (Top Cow Productions)Magdalene (Marvel Comics)Magik
(Marvel Comics)Magma (Marvel Comics)Majestia (Miraculous: Tales of Ladybug & Cat Noir)Manhunter (Kate Spencer) (DC Comics)Manitou Dawn (DC Comics)Marrina (Marvel Comics)Marrow (Marvel Comics)Marvel Girl (Marvel Comics)Mary Marvel (DC Comics)Aspen Matthews (Aspen Comics)Maxima (DC Comics)Maximum Ride (novel series and
manga)Maya (DC Comics)Medusa (Marvel Comics)Mega MindyMeggan (Marvel Comics)Melody (Bibleman)Menagerie (DC Comics)Mera (DC Comics)Merry, Girl of 1000 Gimmicks (DC Comics)Lynn Michaels (a.k.a. "Lady Punisher"; Marvel Comics)Mighty BNico Minoru (Marvel Comics)Mirage (DC Comics)Miss America (DC Comics)Miss America
(Marvel Comics)Miss Fury[3]Miss Hound (Miraculous: Tales of Ladybug & Cat Noir)Miss Martian (DC Comics)Mockingbird (Marvel Comics)Monstress (DC Comics)Moondragon (Marvel Comics)Danielle Moonstar (Marvel Comics)Moonstone (Marvel Comics)Morgana Macawber (Darkwing Duck)Motormouth (Marvel Comics)Ms. Marvel (Carol Danvers;
Marvel Comics)Ms. Marvel (Kamala Khan) (Marvel Comics)Ms. Marvel (Sharon Ventura; Marvel Comics)Ms. Mystic (originally Pacific Comics, then Continuity Comics)Ms. VictoryMusa (Winx Club)Mystique (Marvel Comics)Namora (Marvel Comics)Namorita (Marvel Comics)Natalie Gooch (Disney/Hyperion)Negative Woman (DC Comics)Nelvana of the
Northern Lights (Hillborough Studio)Nemesis (Marvel Comics)Nemesis (DC Comics)Night Girl (DC Comics)Night Nurse (Marvel Comics)Nightshade (DC Comics)Nightstar (DC Comics)Nightveil (AC comics)Nikki (Marvel Comics)Nimona (HarperCollins)Ninja-Rina (Disney/Hyperion)Nocturne (Marvel Comics)Nova (Frankie Raye) (Marvel
Comics)Number Seven / The White Violin (Vanya Hargreeves) (The Umbrella Academy)Number Three / The Rumor (Allison Hargreeves) (The Umbrella Academy)OctobrianaAleta Ogord (see also Starhawk; Marvel Comics)Scarlet O'Neil (Newspaper Strip)Onyx (DC Comics)Oracle (DC Comics)Owlwoman (DC Comics)Pantha (DC Comics)Violet Parr
(The Incredibles)Penance (Marvel Comics)Sara Pezzini (Witchblade; Top Cow)Phantom Girl (DC Comics)Phantom Lady (Quality / DC Comics)Phoenix (Marvel Comics)Photon (Marvel Comics)Pigella (Miraculous: Tales of Ladybug & Cat Noir)Pimp Killer (Artillery Network)Pixie (Marvel Comics)Poison Ivy (DC Comics)Polaris (as Overdrive; Marvel
Comics))Polymouse (Miraculous: Tales of Ladybug & Cat Noir)Power Girl (DC Comics)Power Princess (Marvel Comics)Princess Projectra a.k.a. Sensor (DC Comics)Promethea (America's Best Comics)Purple Flame (Deeper Learning Comics)Purple Tigress (Miraculous: Tales of Ladybug & Cat Noir)Kitty Pryde (Marvel Comics)Psylocke (Kwannon)
(Marvel Comics)Jenny Quantum (DC Comics - Wildstorm)Jesse Quick (DC Comics)Rad (AC Comics)Rainbow (Eclipse Comics)Rainbow Brite (Hallmark Comics)Raptor (Marvel Comics - MC2)Raven (DC Comics)Rena Rouge (Miraculous: Tales of Ladybug & Cat Noir)Renren (Miraculous Tales of Ladybug and Cat Noir)Red Guardian (Marvel Comics)Red
She-Hulk (Marvel Comics)Red Tornado (All-American Comics)Rescue (Marvel Comics)Revanche (Marvel Comics)Cecilia Reyes (Marvel Comics)Robin (Stephanie Brown and Carrie Kelley) (DC Comics)Rocket (DC Comics)Rogue (Marvel Comics)Ronin (Marvel Comics)Rose and Thorn (DC Comics)Rose Tattoo (DC Comics - Wildstorm)Roxy (Winx
Club)Ruca (Phoenix Studios)Sabra (Marvel Comics)Sage (Marvel Comics)Sailor Moon (Kodansha manga)Santa (Phoenix Studios)Saturn Girl (DC Comics)Savant (DC Comics - Wildstorm)Scarlet Witch (Marvel Comics)Scorpion (Carmilla Black) (Marvel Comics)Secret (DC Comics)Amanda Sefton (Marvel Comics)Selene (Underworld)Sepulchre (Marvel
Comics)Sersi (Marvel Comics)Sexx Pistol (Artillery Network)Shadow Hunter (Virgin Comics)Shadow Lass (DC Comics)Shadoweyes (SLG Publishing)Shadowhawk (Image Comics)Shakti (Raj Comics)Shamrock (Marvel Comics)Shanna the She-Devil (Marvel Comics)She-Dragon (Image Comics - Highbrow Ent)She-Hulk (Marvel Comics)She-Hulk (Lyra)
(Marvel Comics)She-Ra (television series)She-Thing (Marvel Comics)She-Venom (Marvel Comics)Sheena (Wags)Liz Sherman (Dark Horse, Hellboy)SheZow (television series)Shi (Crusade)Shikari (DC Comics)Shining Knight (Ystina) (DC Comics)Shrinking Violet (DC Comics)Sif (Marvel Comics)Silhouette (Marvel Comics)Silk (Marvel Comics)Silk
Spectre (DC Comics)Silver Fox (Marvel Comics)Silver Sable (Marvel Comics)Silver ScorpionSilverclaw (Marvel Comics)Siryn (Marvel Comics)Skids (Marvel Comics)Skyrocket (DC Comics)Snowbird (Marvel Comics)Snowflake (Miraculous: Tales of Ladybug & Cat Noir)Songbird (Marvel Comics)Emma Sonnett (a.k.a. the 10th Muse) (various)Jenny
Sparks (DC Comics - Wildstorm)Sparx (DC Comics)Speedy (Mia Dearden) (DC Comics)Spider Girl (DC Comics)Spider-Girl (Marvel Comics - MC2)Spider-Gwen (Marvel Comics)Spider-Woman (Marvel Comics)Dorothy Spinner (DC Comics)Spitfire (Marvel Comics)Spoiler (DC Comics)Spy Smasher (DC Comics)Squirrel Girl (Marvel Comics)Stacy X
(Marvel Comics)Star Sapphire (DC Comics)Stardust (AC Comics)Starfire (DC Comics)Stargirl (DC Comics)Stature (Marvel Comics)Stella (Winx Club)Stepford Cuckoos (Marvel Comics)Storm (Marvel Comics)StripperellaSun Girl (Marvel Comics)Super Gran (TV series)SuperAvni (Deeper Learning Comics)Supergirl (DC Comics)Superwoman (DC
Comics)Suprema (Awesome)Surge (Marvel)Swift (DC Comics - Wildstorm)Talisman (Alpha Flight) (Marvel Comics)Tara (Marvel Comics)Taranee Cook (W.I.T.C.H.)Tecna (Winx Club)Thor (Jane Foster; Marvel Comics)Thor Girl (Marvel Comics)Thunder (DC Comics)Jonni Thunder (DC Comics)Thundra (Marvel Comics)Tigra (Marvel Comics)Timeslip
(Marvel Comics)Titaness (Mansion Comics)Topaz (Malibu Comics)Topaz (Marvel Comics)Touriya Naji (sarcasm comics)Traci Thirteen (DC Comics)Triplicate Girl (DC Comics)Donna Troy (DC Comics)Tsunami (DC Comics)Kagami Tsurugi / Ryuko (Miraculous: Tales of Ladybug & Cat Noir)Katma Tui (DC Comics)Turbo (Marvel Comics)Uncanny Valley
(Miraculous: Tales of Ladybug & Cat Noir)Valda the Iron Maiden (DC Comics)Valkyrie (Marvel Comics)Vampirella (Dynamite Entertainment)Varga (Bulaklak Magazine)Velocity (Top Cow: Cyberforce)Venus (Marvel Comics)Vesperia (Miraculous: Tales of Ladybug & Cat Noir)Victory (Miraculous: Tales of Ladybug & Cat Noir)Vigilante (Patricia Tryce;
DC Comics)Vindicator (Marvel Comics)Vixen (DC Comics)Vogue (VeggieTales)Vogue (various)Void (DC Comics - Wildstorm)Voyd/Karen (Incredibles franchise)Voodoo (DC Comics - Wildstorm: WildCats)Jakita Wagner (DC Comics - Wildstorm: Planetary)Jenny Wakeman (My Life as a Teenage Robot)Wallflower (Marvel Comics)Wasp (Marvel
Comics)Wave[4] (Marvel Comics)Web Woman (Filmation)WhirlGirl (Web series title character)White Witch (DC Comics)Wild Thing (Marvel Comics - MC2)Wilhelmina Vandom (W.I.T.C.H.)WilyKit (ThunderCats)Wind Dancer (Marvel Comics)Colleen Wing (Marvel Comics)Winged Victory (Astro City)Witchblade (Top Cow Productions)Witchfire (DC
Comics)Witchfire (Marvel Comics)Wolfsbane (Marvel Comics)The Woman in Red[5] (Standard Comics)Wonder Girl (DC Comics)Wonder Twins (DC Comics)Wonder Woman (DC Comics)WordGirl (television series' title character)X-23 (Marvel Comics)Xena Warrior Princess (Darkhorse Comics)XS (DC Comics)Gertrude Yorkes (Marvel Comics)Zatanna
(DC Comics)Zealot (DC Comics - Wildstorm)Girl HeroesList of female supervillainsList of woman warriors in folklore, literature and popular cultureMagical girlPortrayal of women in American comicsSuperheroine”™ Markstein's Toonopedia: Miss Fury[permanent dead link] and Grand Comics Database: Pocket Comics #1~ "AC Comics Store: Colt #1".
Archived from the original on 2007-01-04. Retrieved 2007-11-06.” Don Markstein's Toonopedia: Miss Fury Archived 2024-05-25 at archive.today”™ "Wave". Comic Vine. Retrieved 7 March 2021.”™ Don Markstein's Tonnopedia: The Woman in Red and Grand Comics Database: Thrilling Comics #2Portals: Comics Anime and manga Television
FilmRetrieved from " The following 200 pages are in this category, out of 2,538 total.(previous page) (next page)(previous page) (next page) 099 ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXY ZFemale Characters in the DC Universe. All items (9245) 2020 has been a funny year for DC, and not just because its an endless apocalyptic hellscape for
the whole planet. Theyve had numerous anniversaries, some quite impressive (80 years of Robin, Green Lantern, Catwoman, and the Joker!) and some pretty much manufactured (Wonder Woman #750 and Flash #750, numbers achieved only if you disregard numerous reboots and relaunches; Detective Comics #1027, which is a thousand issues later
than Batmans first appearance in Detective Comics #27, sonot anything). And theyve capitalized on these events with special anthology issues that boast a higher-than-usual page count and long lists of creator names. These anniversary issues are legitimately a lot of fun, especially if youre a fan of comics history like I am. But they also offer a quick
snapshot of who exactly is writing and drawing for DC comics. And those numbers are awfully revealing. Lets take a deep dive. Photo by Joe Ciciarelli on Unsplash A few things to note about these stats before we get started: 1. Im only looking at gender here, but from a glance the creative teams are not particularly racially diverse, especially the
writers. I would imagine the representation when looking at sexuality, religion, and ability level is not great either. 2. I looked at eight projects, all of which have 4070 named creators associated with them, and only noted one nonbinary creator. If I have missed any other nonbinary creators, I apologize and will happily take corrections, but its also
worth noting that not everyone is out about their gender, so these stats are of necessity largely based on my assumptions from names and photos and should be taken with a grain of salt. 3. Many gender analyses of comics only look at writers and pencillers, but I included inkers, colorists, letterers, cover artists, and pinup artists, because they all
worked on these comics and should get the creditand they all got paid to do so, which is important to remember when were talking about the jobs women arent getting. The first anniversary issue to publish this year was the Robin 80th Anniversary 100-Page Super Spectacular, back in March. All of the 80th Anniversary issues contain 10 stories, plus
a varying number of pinups. Out of the ten stories in the Robin issue, seven have no female creators at all. Two are written by women; one has a female penciller. One of the pinups was drawn by two women. That makes a grand total of five women out of 48 creators, or 10%. Its also worth noting that many of the stories in the anniversary issues were
written or drawn by creators with a history with the character in question, which is charming. However, it further highlights the historical (and not so historical) lack of women on these books. In the Robin issue, the only story not written by someone strongly associated with its protagonist is the Stephanie Brown story, which was written by Amy
Wolfram. While Im happy to see the female Robin get a female writer, its notable that shes never had one before. (But if were going to talk about the sexism Steph has been subjected to over the years, well be here all day.) We got three anniversary issues in June: Catwoman, the Joker, and Green Lantern. The Catwoman 80th Anniversary 100-Page
Super Spectacular had by far the most balanced gender ratio of the anniversary issuesunsurprisingly, considering the gender of its starwith only four out of ten stories with no female creators at all, and a whopping 12 women (yes, Im rolling my eyes) in the book, including two writers and two pencillers. With 48 creators total, thats a solid 25%.
Conversely, The Joker 80th Anniversary 100-Page Super Spectacular had fairly dire stats, also unsurprisingly, with eight out of ten stories featuring no female creators at all, and a single female penciller. A female colorist and two pinups from women give us four female creators out of 49 total, or 8%. Finally, the Green Lantern 80th Anniversary 100-
Page Super Spectacular also had eight stories with no female creators, but a better average overall, with two female writers and a female penciller. The women on this book were overwhelmingly assigned to (or perhaps pitched for?) the single main continuity female Green Lantern, Jessica Cruz: her story has a female writer, penciller, and letterer,
and her pinup was drawn and colored by two women. With a female writer on the John Stewart story and a female artist on the Kyle Rayner pinup, thats seven women out of 54 creators, or juuust under 13%. (Side note: unless Im mistaken, N. K. Jemisinwho does not have a story in this issueis the first woman to write a Green Lantern book. In 80
years. Yeah.) So much for the anniversary issues. Lets take a look at some of the other special issues this year! In January, DC published Wonder Woman #750, which they then released as a deluxe hardcover in August. This one is interesting, folks. It has by far the most women both in absolute numbers and by percentage, which is fitting, since its,
you know, Wonder Woman. But. There are nine stories in the issue, not counting the reprint of Dianas first appearance in All Star Comics #8 by William Moulton Marston and H. G. Peter, since I dont think its fair to hold DC of today accountable for the staffing of DC in 1941. Two stories have all-male creative teams; one has a nonbinary writer but no
women. One of those all-male stories is the conclusion to the then-current arc in the series, meaning that the regular Wonder Woman book had no women on the creative team. (You might be wondering, after all the talk of all-male stories, whether there are any in any of these comics with no men. The answer is of course not. Theres at least one male
creator on every single story in every single comic Im discussing.) There are five female writers on the book and four female pencillers. According to the table of contents, there are 17 women on the book out of a total of 48 creators, or 35%. However, this number is misleading, because it doesnt take into account the 25 (!) variant covers DC created
for this issue, all of which are included in the deluxe hardcover edition (and all of which were of course paying jobs). Aside from that number of variants being straight-up ridiculous, there are 20 men on those variants and 5 women, which means that the percentage of female creators on this project drops to just under 30%. And even there the number
is misleading, because several male artists have multiple variants (Jim Lee and J. Scott Campbell each have four), while the only female artist on more than one variant is Sabine Rich, co-credited on J. Scott Campbells pinups. There arent just more male artists; the male artists get more work. The other #750 is Flash #750. Like Wonder Woman, this
published as an extra-sized single issue first and then as a deluxe hardcover edition, in March and July respectively. The single issue contained six stories by 32 creators (again, not counting the reprinted first appearance of Barry Allen, which I dont hold the current DC editors accountable for). Folks, this one surprised mel would have thought the
Joker would boast the worst stats, but no, its our friends from Central and Keystone City. Not a single creator in the issue itself was a woman. (And like Green Lantern, I dont believe a woman has ever been the regular writer or artist on the Flash, though Gail Simone did write the Walmart-only minis, The Flash Giant.) The hardcover, which includes
the variant covers, does have a single variant by Nicola Scott and Anette Kwok, plus another ten male artists on variants, for a total of 2 women out of 44 creators, or 4%. Utterly shameful. Then theres Detective Comics #1027, which publishes this September. It contains 12 stories, eight of which have no women. There are two female writers and one
female penciller. There are an astonishing 70 creators credited, eight of whom are women: a mere 11%. While were here, I also want to talk about the current storyline in Legion of Super-Heroes, Trial of the Legion of Super-Heroes, which will stretch over issues #8 and 9, publishing in September and October. We dont have the full credits, as the
second issue isnt out yet, but we do know the writer (Brian Michael Bendis) and all of the pencilers, since Bendis proudly shared a poster listing the whopping 43 artists who will be participating; we also know the colorist and letterer for #8, and theres a variant cover by Dustin Nguyen. That gives us seven known female creators out of a total of 47,
or 14%. But I suppose this isnt too shocking from Bendis, whose pop-up imprint at DC, Wonder Comics, launched with four books but not a single female writer or penciller. To recap: Robin: 5 women, 10%Catwoman: 12 women, 25%]Joker: 4 women, 8%Green Lantern: 7 women, 13%Wonder Woman: 22 women, 30%Flash: 2 women, 4%Detective
Comics: 8 women, 11%Legion: 6 women, 14% Overall, these massive projects average out to just over 14% female. As a reminder, if for some reason thats needed: the Earths population is approximately 50% female. I used the word shameful before, and I stand by that. DC should be ashamed of these numbers. They should be embarrassed by them.
They should see this as a very real and very obvious problem that they need to put a serious effort into solving. (And lets throw out the idea right here that women just arent interested in comics in general and superhero comics in particular. The state of market research in the industry is dire, but various analyses over the past five years or so
repeatedly indicate that somewhere between 30 and 45% of comic book readers are women, with even higher percentages indicating interest in superheroes in generali.e. a potential growth market if the industry would only cater to it.) Obviously, the wildly disproportionate nature of these numbers is a problem on its own. But lets dig into what they
indicate a bit more. First of all, its clear that women are overwhelmingly being hired to write and draw women. The Wonder Woman and Catwoman books have by far the highest percentages of female creators on them. On books where there is one solitary female character (Stephanie Brown, Jessica Cruz), women worked on that character. Now, dont
get me wrongl think having female creators on a female character confers depth and authenticity that men often struggle with, because our male-focused culture doesnt often require men to empathize with women, just as Black writers and artists often do more justice to Black characters than white writers and artists, gay writers and artists do more
justice to gay characters than straight writers and artists, etc. Im not saying we should take the women off the female characters. But they still dont come anywhere close to 50% of the creators on those characters, let alone a majority the way men massively outnumber the women on, say, the Joker and Flash books. Male characters also massively
outnumber female ones in terms of which characters DC gives books to, which means that if women are mostly assigned to work on women, the opportunities are already smaller to begin with. There are four boy Robins and one girl. There are six male Green Lanterns in main DC continuity and one woman. A 1/3 or 1/4 chance to write or draw one out
of five or seven characters isnt great odds. And the picture doesnt look any better outside of these anniversary issues. As of the latest round of cancelations, there are only two female characters at DC with ongoing books: Wonder Woman and Catwoman. No Batgirl, no Supergirl, no Harley Quinn; no women of color. Furthermore, even when women
do get hired to work on (almost exclusively) female characters, there are indications that they are not treated with the respect and inclusion their male colleagues receive. During the latest round of reports of sexual misconduct in the industry, other stories came out, ones that werent about sexual harassment or grooming, but professional
marginalization and exclusion. Mairghread Scott, who wrote Batgirl from 20182019, posted a series of tweets detailing being excluded from multiple Bat-family summits. These are meetings during which writers and editors hash out future storylines, which, given the way the DC universe works, are all intertwined. By deliberately excluding a woman
from these meetings, DC not only potentially opened themselves up to a lawsuit, but actively made her job exponentially harder, since she didnt know what the rest of the writers were planning and had to continually revise her own book to fit in with what the male writers were doing. Eventually, Scott said, the amount of extra work for no extra pay
made it unfeasible to continue working for DC. (Her successor on the book, Cecil Castellucci, confirmed that she was likewise excluded.) But of course, its easy to exclude women from a meeting when theres only one. If there was more gender parity at DC, it would be a lot harder to get away with leaving the women out of the summits. And then, of
course, theres the elephant in the room: sexual harassment. We know that harassment is ubiquitous across the industry, not just at DCbut we also know that historically its been codified into DCs editorial structure in a way that may also happen at other publishers (Dark Horse springs to mind), but we dont necessarily have the public-facing evidence.
Im speaking, of course, of Eddie Berganza, who worked at DC for 25 years and rose to the level of executive editor despite being repeatedly reported for sexual harassment and assault, and was only fired after a Buzzfeed expose in 2017. During his tenure, the rumor was that women could not be hired to work in the Superman office, which
encompassed Wonder Woman as well as all of the Super books, because DC knew that if he worked with a woman, he would harass her. Another reminder: basing your hiring practices on gender is illegal in all 50 states. DCs dirty laundry has been so thoroughly aired in this regard that you might think theyd be doing everything they can to avoid at
least the appearance of sustained, systemic discrimination. And yet three years after Berganzas firing, Im looking at that 14% figure and wondering why Im surprised. We are still hearing stories about assault, harassment, exclusion, and grooming from DC employees and freelancers. DC is still working with many of those named. I have been kind and
not tallied up how many men accused of sexual misconduct contributed to the anthology books Im focusing on in this piece, mostly because they would have been hired and many of the stories in the can before the latest round of allegations in June, but theyre there. And given how much of an open secret Berganza was, I find it hard to believe that no
one at DC knew anything sketchy about any of these men. These issues are related not just because DC may have deliberately not hired women to avoid being sued when those women were sexually harassed, rather than firing the harassers, but because the dearth of women makes it easier for sexual predators to do what they do. If youre a woman
who only has a 14% shot at your dream job (or any other marginalized creator, and god help you if you have several intersecting marginalizations), youre less likely to speak out if you are subjected to sexual harassment or other misconduct, because the boys club that is the comic book industry punishes women for rocking the boat. Especially if youre
a freelancer with no guaranteed employment after you hand in your next assignment. Which brings me to two questions: 1. What in gods name is the state of HR at DC? At WB? As someone with a day job in the corporate world, this is just unreal to me. I understand that HR exists to protect the company, not the employees and certainly not the
freelances, but how is no one over there concerned about the potential lawsuits stacking up? 2. Are any of the men working on these books saying a word? Back in June, a graphic started making the rounds on Twitter called the #ComicsPledge. It was titled Men In Comics Say No, and included promises not to harass anyone and to be allies for women
and all people of marginalized genders and sexes. The Comics Pledge got a lot of pushback, not just for its awkwardly over-thought language that still failed to be inclusive (men, both cis and trans, can also be harassed, and nonbinary people arent a bonus extra-marginalized kind of women), but because it was a completely empty promise. The most
egregious bad actor can post any graphic they like to their Twitter account, and sharing a graphic and hashtag is no substitute for doing the work. But when I look at the men who shared it, I see big, successful names in the industry, many of whom appear in these anthologies: Tom King. Scott Snyder. Joshua Williamson. Jeff Lemire. James Tynion IV.
Did any of them ask how many women would be participating in these books? How about luminaries like Brian Michael Bendis, like Matt Fraction, like Brian Azarello? Did Geoff Johns or Ed Brubaker say a word? Greg Rucka or Chip Zdarsky? Some of these men have built careers off of writing strong female characters for largely female audiences.
(Some of those characters have starred in TV shows that made a hell of a lot of money.) Did a single one of the 216 men credited across these books ever ask where the women were? Maybe they did. Many of these men have created work that means a lot to me. Id like to believe they spoke up. Either way, DC clearly has massive ground to cover to
bring their hiring practices anywhere close to in line with their readership, let alone the actual statistics of the real world. Can they do it? Back in 2011, when DC announced the creative lineup for their New 52 reboot, fans noticed that the percentage of female creators (looking only at pencillers and writers) had dropped precipitously from an already
dreadful 12% to a shocking 1%. Then co-publisher Dan DiDio, who is no longer with DC Comics, infamously berated fans who asked him about this at conventions, but we didnt shut up. We continued to demand more women on DCs comics, and that number rose. Tim Hanley, who tracks representation of women and nonbinary creators at Marvel and
DC every month on his blog, reports that just this February, 40% of DCs output included a female creator, a high water mark for the publisher. (Note that this is the percentage of books with a female creator on them, not the percentage of female creators out of total creators, which is what I have been analyzing.) DCs new senior vice president,
Daniel Cherry III, recently took to LinkedIn to emphasize his commitment to serving an increasingly diverse global fanbase which, one would assume, means increasingly diverse hiring as well. Looking at these numbers, and DCs shocking history in regards to sexual harassment and gender-based exclusion, its clear that they have a lot of ground to
make up in that departmentand again, these statistics dont take into account any other axes of marginalization, which likely arent any better and in many cases worse. But as fans, we can hope that Cherrys words arent just lip service and that he does in fact take the company in a more inclusive, forward-thinking direction. We can hope that the men
who were so eager to tweet about their support actually say something to the people in a position to change the state of the industry. And if things dont change, we know that fan pressure works, because it has before. Your move, DC.The DC Universe is home to some truly powerful women characters. Before 2017, there wasn't much significance
handed out to female superheroes in the movies, and they were generally lumped together with male superheroes in team-up movies. However, enormously strong female characters have lived on in comic books for decades, and they are being given their due popularity now. With films like Wonder Woman and Captain Marvel making female
superheroes mainstream names, there is no doubt the coming decades will see many more solo female-led films. DC has generally been ahead of Marvel in introducing powerful female superheroes and villains, and thats why its worth noting the strongest female characters in the DC Universe. 40 Cheetah (Barbara Ann Minerva) Affiliations: Legion of
Doom, the Injustice Society, the Secret Society of Super Villains, the Society of Super Villains Character Powers / Abilities First Appearance Creators Cheetah ( Barbara Ann Minerva) Superhuman Strength, Characteristics and Abilities of a Cheetah, Razor-Sharp Claws and Teeth, Enhanced senses (particularly sight and smell), Enhanced Durability,
Speed, Agility, Healing Wonder Woman #6 ( October 1943) William Moulton Marston and H.G. Peter The DCEU version of this comic book villain might not have been loved by fans, but she's inspired by one of the most powerful women in DC comic books. Cheetah has a long history of going up against Wonder Woman, one of the most powerful
heroes. Cheetah doesn't just have super strength and speed. She's also incredibly intelligent and in some comic book storylines, has the ability to communicate with and control big cats like her namesake. She's able to take on some of the most powerful figures in comics and live to tell the tale. Character Powers / Abilities First Appearance Creators
Alice (Alice Liddle) High Intelligence, Skilled Tactician, Manipulation, Hand-to-Hand Combat Proficiency, Weapon Proficiency (particularly with knives), Psychological Manipulation, Mind Games Expertise Detective Comics #854 (August 2009) Greg Rucka and J.H. Williams III For a while in the comics, Alice is Batwoman's primary villain. The same is
true of CW's live action Batwoman series. Alice is a complicated woman who turns to villainy in the comics because she's manipulated, but in the CW series, as a path toward revenge. In both cases, Alice doesn't typically have superpowers. She is, however, incredibly skilled, thanks to her training to become a fighter. Alice picks up new skills quickly,
and she has no trouble using a variety of weapons. Beyond that, however, Alice's strength comes from her being emotionally tormented during her formative years, but finding a way to deal with all of the pain and trauma of her past to push forward. She can be incredibly manipulative herself, but she also eventually becomes a hero. Character Powers
/ Abilities First Appearance Creators Vixen (Mari Jiwe McCabe) Animal Mimicry, Animal Communication, Enhanced Strength, Speed, Agility, Senses, Durability, Flight, Animal Communication, Camouflage Action Comics #521 (July 1981) Gerry Conway and Bob Oksner Vixen comes from a long line of women who are able to access the spirits of
animals to help guide them. Multiple heroines have used the name, and the characters have appeared in both live action and in animation, most famously in the CW's Arrowverse.mMari is a woman who has a strong moral compass, a desire to see justice served, and a firm connection to tradition. She stands up for her convictions and commits to
helping anyone who might need her. While that's true of most heroes in general, Mari also understands that not every hero in the Arrowverse needs to be in the same place. If a city has a hero, she goes where she's needed and allows them their space. She understands that someone else living the vigilante life might have a better understanding of
their own city. It takes a strong hero to step back from the fight as much as it does to enter the fight. Character Powers / Abilities First Appearance Creators Catwoman (Selina Kyle) Expert Thief, Master Acrobat, Skilled Martial Artist, Expert Whip Handler Batman #1 (spring 1940) Bob Kane and Bill Finger. There's a reason Catwoman is one of the
most often adapted women in Batman mythology. It's not just her complicated relationship with Bruce Wayne, but also her ability to keep up with super powered heroes and villains even when she's not written as a meta-human, and her own strength of character. Catwoman lives life on her own terms, but she still has a strong moral compass. Despite
often being a villain scaling buildings and opening uncrackable safes, she has her own code. Sometimes, she's a Robin Hood figure, stealing from the rich and giving to the poor. There are a lot of lines she won't cross, which is why she'll often team up with Batman instead of working against him - to save those she knows can't save themselves.
Character Powers / Abilities First Appearance Creators Batwoman (Katherine "Kate" Kane) Expert Martial Artist, Expert Markswoman, Advanced Training in Military Tactics 52 #7 (August 2006)* Geoff Johns, Grant Morrison, Greg Rucka, Mark Waid, Alex Ross Katherine 'Kate' Kane is the second person to adopt the Batwoman moniker. Though she's
Bruce Wayne's cousin, she was running her own operation in Gotham independent of the Bat-Family. Batwoman might not have had the infrastructure Bruce developed, but with her father by her side, she was able to become one of the most underrated heroes in Gotham. Batwoman has gone up against some truly terrifying rogues. Not just the usual
foes that Batman deals with but enemies personal to her such as her sister, Elizabeth, aka Alice, and the Religion of Crime. Kate might not have powers, but she's a real ass-kicker and has an indomitable spirit. Batwoman first appeared in Batwoman: Detective Comics #233 (July 1956) as "Kathy Kane," created by Edmond Hamilton and Sheldon
Moldoff, but Katherine "Kate" Kane is the more predominately known as Batwoman today. Character Powers / Abilities First Appearance Creators Superwoman (Lois Lane) Flight, Superhuman Strength, Speed, and Healing, Lasso of Submission Justice League of America #29 (August 1964) Gardner Fox and Mike Sekowsky Superwoman is the
villainous counterpart to Wonder Woman from the parallel world of Earth-Three. Like Diana, Lois is an Amazon and possesses comparable powers, such as flight, superhuman strength, speed, and healing abilities. Additionally, Superwoman wields her own version of Wonder Woman's Lasso of Truth, known as the Lasso of Submission. While there have
been instances where this malevolent doppelganger triumphs over Diana, Wonder Woman typically emerges victorious in the end. Superwoman has also faced defeat at the hands of Black Canary, which has consequently diminished her overall ranking compared to other villains and heroes. Character Powers / Abilities First Appearance Creators Black
Canary [Dinah Drake (Golden Age), Dinah Laurel Lance (Silver/Bronze Age and Modern Age)] Canary Cry, Expert Martial Artist, Expert Markswoman, Expert in Hand-to-Hand Combat, Enhanced Reflexes Flash Comics #86 (August 1947) Robert Kanigher and Carmine Infantino One of the longest-running female heroes in DC Comics is Black Canary. A
mantle passed down from mother to daughter, the Black Canary sometimes uses a device to "scream" at her opponents. Other times, the heroine is a meta-human who uses her natural canary cry to fight. Every version of the Black Canary has led a difficult life. One version of the character grows up on the street before training with a martial artist
and learning to use her skills to help people. Another version of the character has to work through addiction to become the person she's meant to be. The Black Canary often becomes a team leader and rallies other heroes to do the right thing. Character Powers / Abilities First Appearance Creators Lois Lane Investigative Journalism Skills, Willpower,
Leadership Skills Action Comics #1 (June 1938) Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster Her characterization has always been so much more than to be tied to her romance with Superman. Lois has always been a fierce and independent DC character who will never let up. Her outspokenness and never-say-die attitude have made Lois a force to be reckoned with.
Even when Lois has been threatened by beings of otherworldly powers, shes refused to be intimidated and stuck to her guns by returning to her investigative abilities time and again. Thats more bravery and strength than most since Lois doesnt have the advantage of special powers. Character Powers / Abilities First Appearance Creators Amanda
Waller Expert Strategist, Political Influence, Intimidation Tactics, Expert in Intelligence and Espionage Legends #1 (November 1986) John Ostrander, Len Wein, and John Byrne If theres one person who can give any metahuman living nightmares it would have to be Amanda Waller. Her DC storylines have always been of the utmost quality, which she
bolsters by bringing her powerful presence, that can dissect any person before her. Waller is one of the handful of people whos never been intimidated by Batmans threats and has actually been the one to put him on the back foot. Her total control in all of her activities has made her the boss of beings more powerful than her on paper, but Waller
doesnt display even a hint of apprehension. Character Powers / Abilities First Appearance Creators Batgirl/Oracle (Barbara Gordon) Expert Martial Artist, Master Acrobat, Genius-Level Intellect, Master Hacker, Photographic Memory Detective Comics #359 (January 1967) Gardner Fox and Carmine Infantino Batgirl has always been on wish lists for
any Batman media, mainly because her characterization allows her to fit in any role. Shes been a badass superhero in her own right while remaining a threat from behind the scenes whenever a story has given her the Oracle role. Shes got all of Batmans abilities on the field and has shown to have carved her own efficiency where mind games and
strategies are concerned. So much so, that Batman has been shown to rely on her skills in order to complete his detective duties. By Amanda Shendruk Female characters appear in superhero comics less often than males but when they are included, how are they depicted? The recent theatrical release of Wonder Woman briefly catapulted the
question of female superhero representation into the mainstream. For some, the character is a feminist icon even Gloria Steinem wrote about her and many fans (though not all) felt this wasn't just another superhero movie, but rather a pivotal moment in the portrayal of women in popular culture. Why all the fuss? Well, the truth is that the comics
industry has had a complicated relationship with female characters. They are often hyper-sexualized, unnecessarily brutalized, stereotyped, and used as tokens. They're also rare. Only 26.7 percent of all DC and Marvel characters are female, and only 12 percent of mainstream superhero comics have female protagonists. I decided to look beyond the
gender ratio to see if we could learn more about how females are represented. Using characters from DC and Marvel in the ComicVine database, I analyzed naming conventions, types of superpowers, and the composition of teams to see how male and female genders are portrayed. Three out of five comic book characters have at least one
superpower, regardless of gender. When we categorize these powers, we find that there are some clear gender imbalances. The difference in male and female powers Change in % pts More female More male Whats that? Click on a bar and Ill explain the power! Taking names?Click on a circle and Ill list gender-titled characters! NOTES: Percentages
are determined only from characters with powers. In DC and Marvel, 62.4 percent of all male characters have powers, and 62.8 percent of female characters have powers. ComicVine lists over 100 possible powers; however, we removed all powers for which the difference between genders is not significant at a 95 percent confidence level when
performing a t-test. Definitions are from both Comic Vine and Superpower Wiki. The data suggest that less-physical powers such as empathy, intellect, and telepathy tend to be more represented among female characters. Men however, often have highly physical powers, as well as those that involve gadgets. Female characters dominate in relatively
few physical abilities; and those where they do are often tied to gender stereotypes. Pheromone control the ability to generate and control pheromones that affect emotional and physical states, such as sleep, fear, and pleasure occurs five times as often in a female character. Sonic scream appears in twice as many female characters as male; and
prehensile hair the ability to control ones own hair appears in female characters seven times more often. There are over 2,500 teams in DC and Marvel combined. Roughly half of all characters male and female are members of at least one team. The number of females on teams is what you would expect given the relatively low number of female
characters. That doesnt mean, though, that female characters are evenly distributed. In fact, 30 percent of all teams have no women, and only 12 percent have more female team members than male. The majority of those 12 percent, however, are exclusively female teams. This means that in actuality, only 4.8 percent of all teams have both male and
female characters and have more women than men. Female percentage of every team Each dot represents one of 2,862 teams in DC and Marvel. Particularly interesting are the names of the exclusively female teams Femizons, Lady Liberators, Female Furies, Holiday Girls, Doom Maidens. A third of all exclusively female team names reference their
femininity in some way, and if we look at the all-female teams that are five or more members, that number jumps to half. These groups have gendered names in the way that the male teams generally do not. Only seven percent of their male counterparts with five or more members have a masculine naming reference. Given this highly gendered
naming pattern, it seems that exclusively female teams are often specifically defined by their femininity. Character monikers follow a similar pattern to team names. Consider some of the most popular comic characters of all time: Batman, Wonder Woman, Ms. Marvel and Spider-Man. Eight percent of both male and female characters have gendered
names. However, not all gendered names are equal; some fit a diminutive category. These are titles that are the younger, or infantilized versions of another name. For example, girl is the diminutive version of woman. Comparing the balance of gendered names Lets look at the percent of female and male characters with equivalent gendered names.
For example, we have paired man and woman as equivalent. Their usage, however, is not balanced: male characters are given man far more often than female characters are given woman. Interesting imbalances are found between many gendered naming pairs. Diminutive names those that may infantilize or denote the younger version of a title are
highlighted. Percent female Percent male NOTES: Percentages are determined only from characters with gendered names. i.e. 13 percent of women with gendered names have girl in their name. The names considered diminutive are those in red text on the chart. They were chosen by the author, and there are good arguments for both keeping and
removing many of these terms. However, the point remains: If we only consider girl and boy there is still a significant difference: 13 percent for females, 5 percent for males. In some cases, a character with a gendered name will be listed in the Comic Vine database under their secret identity. For example, there is no Ms. Marvel or Batgirl in the chart
above. They are listed in the data as Carol Danvers (and Kamala Khan, etc.) and Barbara Gordon. If we compare the use of diminutive names for male and female characters, we see that 28.5 percent of female characters and 12.6 percent of male characters fit in the category. Females are more than twice as likely to be given a name that may make
her seem weak, less dangerous, less aggressive and not on equal footing with male characters. Marvel and DC are no longer simply convenience-store singles. Today, theyre blockbuster movies, fast-selling merchandise, drama-filled tv shows, and popular video games. The more we see these characters appear in pop culture, the more their
representation matters especially because female characters form such a small fraction of the whole. Carolyn Cocca, academic and author of the Eisner-nominated book Superwomen: Gender, Power, and Representation, expresses clearly why this is such an important concern. She writes: If the constantly repeated story is that women and girls are
not leaders, are not working in professional settings, are not agents of their own lives but merely adjuncts to others, and are sometimes not even present at all, it can reinforce or foster societal undervaluing of women and girls... As there are fewer female characters to begin with, each is overburdened with representing women as a group. To be fair,
this problem does not affect comics alone: media in general including children's literature, cartoons, computer games and even coloring books have a history of poor female representation and gender imbalance. And often media reflect our world back to us: while only 27% of Marvel and DC characters are female, that number is only 19% for the
United States Congress. The good news is that things may be changing. Both DC and Marvel have slowly begun to increase the number of female characters in their output. Our analysis did not consider time-series data (we didnt have it), and characters change over time Wonder Woman herself has been a feminist activist, a house-wife, a sexualized
pin-up, and a kick-ass hero in her 76 years. However, while some features may be altered, established and traditional characters tend to maintain their names and powers. They continue to carry the representative baggage of their past. Data and methodology Using the ComicVine database, which is fan-edited, information was downloaded for all
34,476 characters in Marvel and DC. The choice of the big two was made to cover the greatest breadth and history of characters; these companies have both been around since the 1930s and together they are responsible for approximately 70 percent of the retail market (depending on the month). Data were gathered at the end of April, 2017. This
piece is, unfortunately, only focused on male and female gender. In the database there are designations for female, male and other; however, the decision was made to remove characters that appeared in the other category. I had hoped this data would provide insight into non-binary or gender fluid characters in Marvel and DC. Upon closer
inspection, however, it was clear that the category is not often used in a gender-inclusive way. Instead, it is primarily used as a label for non-human characters like robots, auras and spirits. Here's a brief, interesting read about battling this binary model in superhero comics. Because I gathered every single character from both publishers, there are
occasionally duplicates of characters. Theres a good argument for removing them: They over-weight some of the big characters, because its usually only the more common, popular characters that are replaced, reborn, or duplicated. However, theres a good argument for keeping them as well. They can be considered different characters (Batman-X is
not the same as Batman, for example), and as such, they have distinct genders. Removing duplicates would mean missing out if the character changes gender. For example: There are many iterations of Robin, and not all of them are male. Thank you to Tyler Shendruk, who provided invaluable assitance during the data analysis stage, and to Nicole
Derksen, who created the illustrations and gifs used in this article.
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