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Why	not	recycle	green	glass

You	can	start	a	small	glass	recycling	business	right	out	of	your	garage	or	in	your	backyard	if	you	have	access	to	a	pickup	truck	or	car	and	trailer.	Glass	is	one	of	the	most	lucrative	and	easy	to	find	items	to	recycle.	Recycling	centers	will	pay	you	for	the	glass	you	bring	in	to	them.	It’s	possible	to	make	a	full-time	living	from	recycling.	Obtain	your
business	license	from	the	local	government	office	that	issues	business	licenses	in	your	area.	Purchase,	lease	or	borrow	a	pickup	truck	or	a	trailer	and	hitch	for	your	car.	Make	sure	to	learn	about	specific	permits	for	running	a	glass	recycling	business.	Hire	a	printer	to	print	your	business	cards	and	magnetic	car	signs.	Be	sure	to	include	your	name,
phone	number	and	that	you	recycle	glass.	Collect	glass	bottles	by	knocking	on	doors	in	your	neighborhood.	You	can	also	accept	any	glass	people	are	willing	to	give	you.	Also	visit	local	bars	and	restaurants.	Store	the	glass	in	your	garage	or	back	yard.	Once	you	have	several	tons	of	glass,	take	it	to	a	recycling	center	where	it	will	be	weighed	and	you	will
be	paid	per	ton.	Revisit	the	same	homes	and	companies	every	two	weeks.	Eventually	people	will	have	glass	set	aside	for	you	in	anticipation	of	your	visit.	Expand	your	business	by	contacting	schools	and	groups	like	the	Girl	Scouts.	You	can	offer	to	pay	them	to	bring	you	glass	to	help	raise	funds	for	supplies	they	need.	Split	the	profits	50/50	with	the
school	or	group.	Tips	You	can	offer	to	pay	people	for	their	glass,	but	it’s	probably	not	necessary.	Most	people	are	glad	for	you	to	take	it	away.	As	you	grow	and	establish	your	route,	hire	people	to	collect	for	you	in	your	neighborhood	and	pay	them	a	fair	wage.	As	you	expand,	you	may	need	to	rent	a	storage	facility	or	warehouse	where	people	can	bring
glass	to	you	and	you	can	meet	your	storage	needs.	Warnings	Take	care	to	glass	using	your	knees	not	your	back	and	consider	purchasing	a	back	brace	or	weight	belt	for	extra	support.	Advise	your	helpers	of	the	same.	BUTCHER	BLOCK	COUNTERTOP	/	Source:	DesignMine	While	the	kitchen	may	be	the	hub	of	the	home,	it’s	also	one	of	the	most
expensive	and	difficult	rooms	to	design.	Fortunately,	kitchens	lend	themselves	brilliantly	to	salvaged	and	recycled	products.	With	careful	planning	and	execution,	recycled	materials	will	not	only	look	great,	but	save	you	thousands	in	the	process.	See	below,	as	we	found	seven	recycled	materials	perfect	for	your	kitchen.	Countertops	The	easiest	way	to
incorporate	recycled	materials	into	your	kitchen	design	is	through	your	counters.	There	are	plenty	of	materials	out	there	than	can	be	used	for	your	cooking,	eating,	and	prep	surfaces.	1.	Bamboo	Countertops	Believe	it	or	not,	bamboo	is	actually	stronger	and	more	durable	than	most	hardwoods.	While	bamboo	is	an	abundantly	renewable	resource,	most
bamboo	comes	from	overseas,	so	an	added	cost,	both	to	you	and	the	environment,	is	added.	According	to	ImproveNet’s	bamboo	cost	estimator,	the	average	cost	of	50	square	feet	of	bamboo	counters	ranges	between	$2,000	and	$3,000.	STAINLESS	STEEL	COUNTERTOP	/	Source:	iStock	2.	Stainless	Steel	Countertops	When	it	comes	to	durable	kitchen
counters,	few	(if	any)	beat	stainless	steel.	In	fact,	stainless	steel	holds	up	in	most	commercial	kitchens,	making	it	a	more	than	functional	choice	for	many	residential	kitchens.	Many	people	like	the	polished	look	of	stainless	steel	as	well	as	the	ease	of	cleaning	it.	Stainless	steel	can	be	expensive,	with	the	average	minimum	cost	coming	in	at	$67.76	per
square	foot.	Stainless	steel	is	made	of	60	percent	recycled	content	and	can	be	coordinated	with	nearly	any	type	of	flooring,	cabinetry,	or	wall	color.	3.	Recycled	Glass	Countertops	Other	than	reclaimed	wood,	few	recycled	countertop	options	offer	a	greener	solution	than	recycled	glass.	Recycled	glass	countertops	use	a	minimum	of	85	percent	post-
consumer	recycled	glass	materials.	Because	glass	accounts	for	5-10	percent	of	consumer	waste,	recycling	the	glass	into	materials	such	as	countertops	for	homes	helps	reduce	the	amount	of	waste	sent	to	landfills	and	also	saves	energy.	There	are	many	advantages	in	choosing	recycled	glass	counters.	Those	include:	Unique:	No	two	slabs	are	alike	Can
choose	from	a	variety	of	shades	and	colors	Glass	does	not	stain	More	affordable	than	granite	The	average	minimum	cost	of	recycled	glass	countertops	is	$75.09/sf.	4.	Butcher	Block	Countertops	Butcher	blocks	are	quickly	gaining	steam	through	the	remodeling	world,	as	they	offer	a	down-to-earth	and	traditional	feel	in	any	kitchen.	While	many
homeowners	use	custom	butcher	blocks,	others	are	looking	into	reclaimed	wood	from	a	variety	of	sources	such	as	reclaimed	shipping	pallets	or	deconstructed	buildings.	If	you	go	with	a	reclaimed	wood	option,	you	can	sand	and	stain	it	to	match	your	flooring	or	cabinetry.	Fortunately,	the	average	minimum	cost	per	square	foot	of	a	butcher	block
countertop	is	only	$39.87.	RECLAIMED	WOOD	FLOORING	/	Source:	iStock	Flooring	5.	Reclaimed	Wood	Flooring	With	reclaimed	wood,	every	board	is	unique.	Using	reclaimed	wood	as	flooring	means	that	the	floor	will	look	unlike	any	other.	These	floors	add	character	to	a	home.	Reclaimed	wood	is	perfect	for	fixer	uppers	on	a	budget	or	for
homeowners	who	really	want	to	bring	out	that	rustic	vibe.	As	you	know,	reclaimed	wood	is	a	sustainable	material	and	keeps	materials	from	going	to	the	landfill.	Reclaimed	wood	comes	in	on	the	cheap	side	with	the	average	minimum	costing	$8.18	per	square	foot.	6.	Engineered	Wood	Flooring	While	many	homeowners	are	going	with	solid	hardwood
flooring,	there	are	others	going	the	eco-friendly	route	with	engineered	wood	flooring.	Engineered	maple	flooring	is	an	alternative	to	traditional	solid	hardwood	and	more	environmentally	friendly	than	other	types	of	hardwood.	Manufacturers	use	thin	strips	of	maple	as	a	veneer	on	the	surface	of	the	wood.	Some	companies	use	a	cheaper	wood	to	fill	out
the	boards,	while	other	companies	use	wood	scraps	and	recycled	materials	as	a	filler.	Unstained	maple	flooring	generally	costs	$6	to	$8	per	square	foot.	7.	Rubber	Flooring	While	many	think	rubber	flooring	is	only	used	in	gyms	across	America,	homeowners	are	putting	them	in	unexpected	rooms	around	the	home,	including	the	kitchen.	They	are	cheap
($3.25/sf),	versatile,	easy	to	install	and	water-resistant.	While	rubber	flooring	is	available	as	a	100	percent	green	material	made	from	recycled	rubber,	synthetic	rubber	flooring	is	not	a	renewable	resource.	Rubber	flooring	is	also	made	from	natural	rubber,	which	tends	to	be	more	durable.	Other	Ideas	There	are	plenty	of	other	ways	to	use	reclaimed	or
recycled	products	around	your	kitchen.	They	include:	Salvaged	wood	for	cabinets	Old	fences	or	barn	wood	for	your	kitchen	island	Wooden	crates	as	cabinets	or	drawers	Final	Notes	If	you’re	planning	to	use	recycled	components	for	your	remodeled	kitchen,	give	yourself	twice	the	time	you	would	normally	take	to	find	them.	Planning	is	key.	More
From	Life	Cheat	Sheet:	William	Steele	I	inherited	a	large	collection	of	green	glass	and	would	like	to	find	some	reference	material	for	prices.	Do	you	have	any	suggestions?	David	G.	Price	guides	are	a	great	place	to	start	when	trying	to	determine	the	current	value	of	a	collection.	Bear	in	mind,	however,	that	the	dollar	amounts	listed	in	these	books
represent	the	prices	that	objects	in	good	condition	have	achieved	in	the	recent	past.	It	is	best	to	consider	them	ballpark	values;	your	own	items	might	fetch	the	same	amount,	a	little	more	or	a	little	less.	You	do	not	mention	the	era	or	style	of	your	glass	collection,	so	I	tracked	down	a	few	price	guides	that	cover	some	of	the	most	collectible	glass	on	the
market	today	--	Depression	glass,	carnival	glass	and	antique	bottles.	Green	items	are	available	and	highly	prized	in	each	category.	The	books	are	the	Collector's	Encyclopedia	of	Depression	Glass	by	Gene	Florence	(Schroeder	Publishing;	2003),	the	Standard	Encyclopedia	of	Carnival	Glass	by	Bill	Edwards	and	Mike	Carwile	(Collector	Books;	2004)	and
Kovels'	Bottles	Price	List	(Random	House	Reference;	2002).	Another	book	by	Gene	Florence	--	Collectible	Glassware	from	the	40s,	50s	and	60s:	An	Illustrated	Value	Guide	(Schroeder	Publishing;	2003)	--	is	also	a	good	general	reference.	This	content	is	created	and	maintained	by	a	third	party,	and	imported	onto	this	page	to	help	users	provide	their
email	addresses.	You	may	be	able	to	find	more	information	about	this	and	similar	content	at	piano.io	This	site	is	not	available	in	your	country	Photo	Courtesy:	Pexels/Pixabay	Recycling	may	be	a	small	thing,	but	it	can	still	help	to	protect	the	environment.	Not	only	does	recycling	help	to	keep	plastics	and	other	harmful	substances	out	of	the	ocean	and
even	our	drinking	supply,	but	it	can	also	reduce	the	need	for	new	items	to	be	made	with	harmful	fossil	fuels.	A	surprising	number	of	household	items	can	be	recycled.	While	you’ll	need	to	check	with	your	local	recycling	center	(which	you	can	find	using	a	convenient	locator	website,	such	as	this	one	or	this	one)	to	find	out	what	materials	they	accept,
odds	are	good	that	at	least	some	form	of	recycling	service	exists	in	your	area.	And	if	there	is,	these	are	the	materials	most	likely	to	be	accepted.	While	Americans	created	39.9	million	tons	of	plastic	waste	in	2018,	only	a	bit	more	than	five	percent	of	it	was	recycled.	While	this	is	the	case	in	part	because	many	towns	are	having	difficulty	finding	places	to
recycle	plastic	waste	and	are	burning	it	instead,	that	still	leaves	plenty	of	room	for	personal	improvement.	Photo	Courtesy:	Martin	Bernetti/Getty	Images	Fortunately,	recycling	plastic	as	a	consumer	doesn’t	have	to	be	complicated.	Just	check	with	your	local	recycling	company	to	see	what	plastic	“numbers”	they	accept,	and	then	check	the	sides	or
bottom	of	the	container	for	a	number	within	a	triangle	of	arrows.	If	the	number	is	one	that’s	accepted	by	your	local	recycling	company	(usually	Plastics	1	and	2),	you’re	in	luck	and	should	dispose	of	it	appropriately.	If	it	isn’t,	however,	the	plastic	is	not	recyclable	and	should	be	disposed	of.	Plastic	items	around	the	house	you	may	want	to	recycle
include	empty	laundry	detergent	containers,	shampoo	bottles,	soda	bottles,	milk	jugs	and	water	bottles.	Just	be	sure	to	rinse	out	whatever	plastic	containers	you	recycle.	Glass	bottles	and	jars	can	often	be	recycled.	In	fact,	there’s	a	good	chance	that	the	ones	you	have	already	contain	some	type	of	recycled	material	in	them,	as	it’s	often	cheaper	to
recycle	it	than	to	create	new	glass,	and	unlike	plastic,	there's	no	limit	on	how	many	times	glass	can	be	recycled.	Photo	Courtesy:	Universal	Images	Group/Getty	Images	Weirdly	enough,	while	you	might	expect	the	sand	glass	is	made	from	to	be	a	nearly	infinite	resource,	it	actually	isn’t.	Not	only	does	creating	sand	tend	to	burn	fossil	fuels,	but	we’re
actually	running	out	of	sand	itself.	Now	how	can	that	be?	Sand	is	used	in	everything	from	concrete	to	toothpaste,	yet	not	just	any	kind	of	sand	can	be	used	to	make	things.	Desert	sand	in	particular	is	heavily	eroded	and	basically	useless	as	a	result,	while	the	best	sand,	which	comes	from	the	bottom	of	rivers	and	lakes,	is	in	short	supply.	Consequently,
recycling	glass	is	all	the	more	important.As	with	plastic,	make	sure	to	rinse	out	glass	items	before	you	recycle	them,	and	make	sure	your	recycling	center	accepts	both	clear	and	colored	glass.	Glass	items	you	may	have	around	the	house	for	recycling	include	pickle	jars,	beer	and	wine	bottles,	baby	food	jars,	pasta	sauce	containers	and	other	containers
that	hold	food.	Cardboard	is	easy	to	recycle,	and	disposing	of	it	properly	can	make	a	real	difference.	One	ton	of	fresh	cardboard	requires	3	tons	of	trees	to	make,	meaning	you’re	saving	trees	every	time	you	choose	to	recycle	cardboard.	Moreover,	over	half	of	cardboard	collected	for	recycling	goes	into	making	more	cardboard	boxes,	while	much	of	the
rest	can	be	used	to	make	paperboard	(the	stuff	cereal	boxes	are	made	from)	or	chipboard	(think	shoeboxes).	It	also	saves	a	significant	amount	of	landfill	space.	Photo	Courtesy:	Bloomberg/Getty	Images	Most	kinds	of	paper	and	cardboard	are	recyclable	as	long	as	they	aren’t	stained	by	food	grease	or	other	substances.	While	you	don’t	need	to	remove
tape	from	boxes,	you	will	want	to	break	them	down	so	that	they	can	be	processed	properly.	While	many	people	think	to	recycle	newspapers	and	plastic	water	bottles,	steel,	tin	and	aluminum	products	aren’t	always	at	the	forefront	of	their	minds.	That	said,	aluminum	cans	are	highly	recyclable,	and	doing	so	can	decrease	the	need	for	not	only	more	cans,
which	are	produced	by	fossil	fuels,	but	also	the	mining	needed	to	extract	aluminum	and	other	metals	in	the	first	place.	Photo	Courtesy:	Paulo	Fridman/Getty	Images	Depending	on	where	you	live,	you	may	even	be	able	to	get	money	back	from	recycling	centers	on	any	cans	you	deliver	directly	to	the	facility.	In	addition	to	aluminum	and	tin	cans,	clean
aluminum	foil	and	bakeware	are	also	usually	recyclable,	as	is	scrap	metal.	There	are	many	other	items	around	the	house	that	you	can	—	and	should	—	recycle.	Special	facilities	and	services	exist	for	recycling	some	kinds	of	lightbulbs,	especially	compact	fluorescent	ones,	and	some	cities	even	legally	require	them	to	be	disposed	of	properly.Start	with
your	old	light	bulbs,	particularly	compact	fluorescent	bulbs.	In	some	cities	and	counties	it’s	actually	illegal	to	throw	them	away,	so	find	out	where	and	how	to	recycle	them.	Automotive	batteries	may	also	need	to	be	recycled	depending	on	where	you	live,	and	many	auto	care	businesses	can	take	them	off	your	hands	for	free.	Photo	Courtesy:	David
Friedman/Getty	Images	Other	items	around	the	house	that	you	can	recycle	and	don’t	necessarily	want	to	throw	away	include	microwaves,	computers,	computer	accessories,	TVs,	electronics,	thermometers,	smoke	detectors	and	large	appliances,	like	refrigerators.	Find	out	if	your	local	recycling	center	has	or	can	recommend	a	drop-off	location	for
these	items	that	can	do	more	harm	than	good	if	they	end	up	in	a	landfill.	
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