OFFICIAL MINUTES OF SECOND CABINET MEETING

November 18, 2012
District 14-W Lions Club International

Woodlands Inn and Resort, Plains, Pennsylvania
District Governor Dennis Cook

1.  Meeting was called to order by Region 2 Zone A Chair Dave Roberts

2.  Pledge of Allegiance and one verse of America by Region 2 Zone B Chair Mike Wisniewski

3.  Invocation by PDG Eileen Yurish
4.  Lions Toast was led by Region 2 Zone A Chair Dave Roberts

At this time there was a break in the meeting for lunch.  During the lunch break the District Fundraiser Raffle Winners were picked.

1. Dell 10 inch Laptop Jeffrey Miller Shavertown, PA

2. Dell 10 inch Laptop Richard Rusnok, III Pittston, PA

3. $100.00 Check Gary Hozempa Dallas, PA

4. $100.00 check Barbara Silvi Plains, PA

5. IPod touch-32G Ron Petrilla Hazleton, PA

6. $100.00 Visa Gift Card W. G. Kresge Bear Creek, PA

7. $100.00 Sheetz Gas Card Bob Minnick Hanover Twp

8. $100.00 Sheetz Gas Card Mamie McCormick Drums, PA

9. $100.00 Dick’s Sporting Goods Paul Toennes Trucksville, PA

10. $100.00 Visa Gift Card John Driscoll Hazleton, PA

11. $100.00 J Christopher Beauty Salon Al Faymore Wilkes Barre Twp. PA

12. $100.00 Turkey Hill Gift Card Dottie Bevan Wilkes Barre, PA

13. $100.00 Gift Card- Leonard’s Mkt. J. Czarnecki Dallas, PA

14. $100.00 Gift Card-Leonard’s Mkt. Debbie Kishbaugh Shickshinny, PA

15. $100.00 Gift Card-Mizenko Mobile John Matusek Mocanaqua, PA

16. $100.00 Gift Card-Mizenko Mobile Donald Wenner Drums, PA

17. $100.00 Visa Gift Card Ed Latinsky Hanover Twp, PA

18. $100.00 Visa Gift Card Mickie Stella Harding, PA

19. $100.00 Starbucks Gift Card Darlene Walkowiak Plains, PA

20. $100.00 Starbucks Gift Card Joseph Kovack White Haven, PA
5. Reconvene and Establish Protocol:  Region 2 Zone A Chair Dave Roberts established protocol and turned the meeting over to District Governor Dennis Cook.  

6.  Roll Call: Cabinet Secretary Terry Milligan requested a motion that the sign-in sheets be used as the Official Roll Call.  Motion to accept was made by Steve Brezna and seconded by Mike Wisniewski.  Motion Carried. 

7.  Approval of Minutes: Cabinet Secretary Terry Milligan requested a motion that the cabinet minutes be entered as the Official Minutes. A motion to accept the minutes was made by Mike Wisniewski and seconded by Jeff Smith.  Motion Carried.
8.  Treasurer’s Report: Cabinet Treasurer Bob Capral presented a report for the period August 19, 2012 thru November 17, 2012.  Balance in the Fair Share Accounts is $9,786.98 and the balance in the Administrative Account is $6,776.73.  Motion to accept the treasurer’s report approved as read was made by PVDG Paul Rose and seconded by Dorothy Faymore, motion Carried.  
    a. Treasurer Bob Capral asked for a motion to endorse Wells Fargo Bank as the official bank for District 14-W.  Motion was made by Jeff Smith and seconded by Rich Kilvitis, motion carried.  
    b. Treasurer Bob Capral asked for a motion to transfer the balance of $259.17 in the Fair Share 2nd Vice District Governor Account to the Administrative Account.  Motion was made by PDG Bob Milligan and seconded by Rich Piskel Motion carried.

9.  Approval of Payment of Bills: DG Dennis asked for a motion to approve payment of bills to Wells Fargo for service charges, S & B Restaurant for the 1st Cabinet Meeting, postage, Plains Paper for printing, Nancy Defazio for donut reimbursement, Plains Lions Club for the District Rally expense.  Motion was made by Dave Roberts and seconded by Tom O’Connor, motion carried.
10. Correspondence: District Secretary Terry Milligan received correspondence from 

    a. PA Lions Beacon Lodge Camp sent a Gold Award Patch to the District for their contribution in the amount of $1,611.40 for the year 2011-2012.
    b. Received an application and criteria to receive the Pennsylvania Counselor’s Distinguished Service Award.  CS Terry read the criteria and stated she has applications for any club wishing to recommend an applicant.

    c. A letter of thanks received from the Wyoming Valley Children’s Association for the donation of $150.00 received from the 50-50 raffle at the District 14-W Rally on September 11, 2012.  Guest speaker at the rally was Kathleen Williams, Executive Director of the WVCA.
    d. A letter of thanks from Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Center for the recent visit to the VA and donation of refreshments to the veterans by DG Dennis Cook and members of his cabinet. 
11. Remarks:  District Governor Dennis announced that our newly elected Vice District Governor Andy Piskel could not attend the meeting because he was in Western Pennsylvania and had car trouble, congratulations to VDG Andy on accepting the office and it will be a great honor and privilege to be working with him and please give him your support.  Today we will be judging our Peace Poster Contest and thank you to Kristen Molinaro of the Hazleton Lions for filling in as our Honorary Chairman of the Peace Poster Contest, Judge Fred Pierantoni could not be here and Kristen graciously agreed to fill in.  The winner of today’s contest will be sent to the state headquarters by December 1 to be judged on the state level and the winner on the international level will be at United Nations Day on February 1, 2013.  Our Past International President Joe Wroblewski is by far the most respected member of Lions International and he is the organizer of this momentous event.  It would be great to see as many members as possible attend this event, it’s a great opportunity and not far from home.  Thank you to everyone who participated in this year’s fundraiser, total count is over 600 tickets.  The new club, the Jenkins Township Old Times Hockey Club will be December 20th here at the Woodlands Inn and guest speaker will be International President Wayne Madden.  If you have the ability, please come out and join us, there will be some break out sessions to join him, I do not have the details as yet, but is a great honor to have the President of Lions International here in our district.  Cost of the meal will be $25.00 and there are program ads available in the booklet as well as patron ads.  The club visits are going well and we are half way through the year, we are receiving Fair Share checks on a regular basis and one club actually had 100% attendance on my visit, thank you to 
Twin Boro Lions.  Awards, Terry read about the PA Counselors Award and that is just one award available to clubs,  please go back to your clubs and recommend they submit names of your great members for the many awards that are available to Lions members, including the Melvin Jones, LOPF, Counselors awards just to name a few.  Due to recent activities I must bring up the subject of membership and actually, being a lion member is a privilege.  It was brought to my attention recently that a club had a fundraiser and the chairman took home receipts of the fundraiser.  A guest who was staying at his home took the money.  This person said he would make good on the amount of money, but it took approximately 5 months to do so, but he was able to reimburse these funds to the club and that is an important issue.  There are times when we have to take into account the issues of membership and review the conduct in certain situations.  If any club needs help with these issues we are here to help and advise you. After our speaker we are going to talk about some outstanding issues that have come to light with the Pittston Lions Club who have now disbanded and the results of the efforts of lions that actually went to the District Attorney and tried to have a member of this club arrested.  There was a lot of stuff that should have never happened and we cannot stand for that. When you joined Lions you promised to uphold the Constitution and By Laws of International, the State and District.  This lion member had done nothing wrong and he was threatened for his involvement.  The Constitution and By Laws states that any member whose conduct is deemed a violation of the International Constitution and By Laws shall be removed from the club or the clubs charter will be revoked.  To sit back and do nothing is not acceptable.  It is the responsibility of the clubs’ board of directors to enforce such an issue.

12. Guest Speaker:  Dr. William McLaughlin of the Kingston Lions Club presented slides and spoke about his trip to Mexico to help with the Lions Program to the disadvantaged people of the Central Mountainous Region. They are in need of and received the help from so many Lions who have collected and recycled used eyeglasses. This is why we save eyeglasses, so they can be distributed to people who are not able to receive this type of primary care service and it is very much appreciated by the residents of this area.  I originally became involved in mission work through PIP Joseph Wroblewski who was a friend of my Father in Law, Dr. John Biernacki.  PIP Joe arranged for me to go to China for several weeks in 2005 and attend the University in Beijing where I spent time with their doctors and assisted in teaching their students. I also went to several missions in Africa, which was not through Lions. Dr. McLaughlin explained that I spoke with PID Yamandu Acosta when he was here in the Wyoming Valley and he asked if I would consider a mission in Mexico. This was the first mission to Mexico and in February of 2013 there will be another mission when we will be able to provide surgeries to the many residents of the Mexican population who are in dire need of our services.  The slides included pictures of the region and some of the people who helped with this mission as well as the residents who received our help.  District Governor Dennis thanked Dr. McLaughlin for his service to Lions and his very informative program.
13. Peace Poster Contest:  Kristen Molinaro, serving as Honorary Peace Poster Chairman in the absence of Lion Judge Fred Pierantoni who was unable to attend this meeting, gave this report.  The Lions of District 14W have again successfully participated in the annual International Peace Poster Contest.  The theme this year is “Imagine Peace”.  Area youth have been challenged to express this theme through non-verbal communication by their brilliant artwork.  The posters are on display for your review today.  All participating area clubs are commended for sharing the principles of Lionism with these young people.  An entry selected by the Governor will be forwarded to Multi-state competition and the Governor will present awards at the Third Cabinet meeting. 

14.  Recognition:  DG Dennis announced that we participated in a multiple district Certified Guiding Lion Class, the participants were from Multiple District H, U and W and was held at Misericordia University.  I have Certificates of Achievement to hand out to the participants of this class and they are now certified as Guiding Lions for three years.  They are PDG Pete Duda, PDG Eileen Yurish, PDG Bob Milligan, PDG Joan Milligan, PDG Patty Warwick, IPDG Marylin Tosh, Zone Chair Jeff Smith, Zone Chair Mike Wisniewski, Cabinet Secretary Terry Milligan and District Governor Dennis Cook.  I would like to thank these people for taking the time to come out to Misericordia and participating in this class.
15. Pittston Lions Club: I have been in contact with Parliamentarian Tom O’Connor and I have been contacted by a local bank recently concerning two accounts that were left by the Pittston Lions Club.  After speaking with Parliamentarian Tom O’Connor I contacted International in this matter and they suggested that we deal with the accounts individually and we are looking for a motion to help us get through this.

    a. The first account is an Irrevocable Trust set up by Pittston Lions for the use of J. Spudis who is not blind, but has serious sight problems as well as other medical problems and this money was raised for her use in payment for medical bills.  The amount in the account as of September 28 is $24,685.62, and this person is now in her 50’s.  We are looking for a motion that Parliamentarian Tom O’Connor and District Governor Dennis Cook work with the bank and approach the courts to have this money be given back to Ms. Spudis for the sole reason that it be used for this purpose. Tom O’Connor stated that the funds would be distributed in a specific way that she would receive the monies specifically for her use.  This motion was made by Jeff Smith and seconded by PDG Eileen Yurish.  Discussion on the motion by PDG Walter Bechtold stated that the account was set up in a way that when bills were received for health issues the bank as trustee would release the money. He was not sure if the courts were involved in this. PDG Chris Kalmanowicz stated that years ago the family had actually tried to gain control of the money for their use and this was not the purpose of the money.  As far as the final dispersement, over the years funds came in and also, she did not need the amount of sugeries that had been anticipated she would need.  Some of the bills were also covered through other sources.  When it was no longer necessary for these medical expenses the money was to revert back to the Pittston Lions Club for another project.  The point was made by other members in the room that there is no longer a Pittston Lions Club.  DG Dennis stated that the original motion on the floor is that the money be given back to Ms. Spudis and if this is not possible we would have to bring the issue back to a cabinet meeting and deal with this issue differently.  Tom O’Connor stated that the bank was set up as administrator of the trust, but because of the low amount and the fees involved, they no longer want to be held responsible for the money.  Their recommendation is that the courts be involved in the disbursement.  PDG Chris said it was his understanding that Ms. Spudis is not capable of handling the money and PDG Ron Filippini stated this was his understanding as well. DG Dennis stated we are not here to dispute their understanding, but we have a motion on the floor that the District Governor and the Parliamentarian go to the courts and have the money moved out of the trust account and returned to Ms. Spudis.  All in favor of this motion please signify by saying aye. Motion carried.
    b. The second account is the Pittston Lions Revocable Trust Account and that account as of September 28 has a total of $24,556.45.  We are looking for a motion to once again work with the bank to give the money back to the Greater Pittston Area by depositing the money into the District Foundation to be earmarked for the use of Region 1.  There is no Pittston Club, so the belief is that we should keep that money in an account for the use of the region closest to the former Pittston Lions Club, as that is where it should stay.  PDG Walter Bechtold stated that the money was raised all throughout the Wyoming Valley by Channel 44 and for this reason it should not be earmarked for Region 1 only.  DG Dennis stated that it was given to the Pittston Lions Club for a project and therefore, to honor the person or persons behind this amount of money, it should stay in this general area. Jeff Smith asked what the advantage of keeping the money in Region 1 would be and DG Dennis stated that it was given to the Pittston Lions Club for their use in a project.  Anyone could have raised that money in any club, I think we owe it to the region of the Pittston Lions to keep the money in that area and we carry out their wishes as close as possible and we owe it to the Greater Pittston Area to fulfill the wishes we feel would have been carried out if the Pittston Lions had not disbanded.  That money was in the Pittston Lions name when their charter was revoked. Question was asked as to whether the money was from the first original Pittston Lions or the newer club that was recently reorganized and the answer was that it is from the original Pittston Lions Club.  DG Dennis stated we have a motion on the floor to put the money into the District Foundation for the use of Region 1.  Motion was made by Rich Piskel and seconded by PDG Joan Milligan. All in favor, motion carried.
16. New Business: PDG Ron Filippini asked that he be given a financial report of the District Foundation.  DG Dennis asked if PDG Ron asked the foundation for this and he stated no, he is asking now.  DG Dennis stated we will make a note of this and pass it on.  PDG Walter Bechtold stated he received a phone call from someone at the state and they asked him to come to the cabinet meeting and make this presentation. This is an award presented to IPDG Marylin Tosh from the Pin Traders Association for the 2nd place award for IPDG Mimi’s pin.  DG Dennis congratulated IPDG Mimi on her award.

17.  Information for the Good of Lionism:  

    a. PDG Bob Milligan stated he would like to make an appeal for Beacon Lodge Camp for the Blind.  Recently the lodge had to move all their electrical wires because they were in the flood plain at a cost of $46,000.00.  They knew they had to raise money and PDG Joan wrote a grant to Lions of PA Foundation.  We received a grant in the amount of $23,000.00 and that work has been done.  Next we found out that all the windows in the lodge need to be replaced and the bathrooms on the main floor of the lodge are too small.  Again Joanie said I will write a grant and we are receiving $23,000.00 from Lions International.  What I want to bring out is I hope you understand that Beacon Lodge is striving to obtain some of the funds necessary for these repairs and I hope you will be generous with donations and also keep in mind the wish list that has been published in the district newsletter and Joan and I travel at least quarterly to Beacon Lodge and we will be happy to take down any supplies that you can send.
    b. DG Dennis stated there is a table in the hallway outside the room with information including post cards and feel free to take some back to your club.  One of the postcards has a message to remind members of an upcoming meeting.  In this busy world we some times forget that not everyone has email and these cards are good for members you may not have seen in several months.  Also there is information from the Leader Dog Measles Campaign “One Shot One Life”.  We have actually exceeded our expectations and surpassed that and it is still going on. The Gates Foundation has already given $5 million to this campaign at International.  They also will give another $5 million for matching grants and that will give us a total of $15 million. There is also some Leader Dog items and also refrigerator magnets and brochures as well as a blanket exemption form for state sales tax relief and on the back it gives you information on what it can be used for as well as the do’s and don’ts of the form but please take note if you use it, please do not fill out the change of address form section as then the information goes to the state and they try to change the address of the State Lions Office.  Use it but do not fill it out. PDG Bob Milligan also stated that if your club receives a 990 form to fill out, please do not throw it away, fill it out to the best of your ability and send it back. If you don’t, it cost one of our clubs $1,900.00 to get it straightened out. DG Dennis stated, please, if you have any questions, our treasurer this year is a CPA  and he will help you with these questions, before you have to call the parliamentarian to get this straightened out. 
    c. PDG Pete Duda for the Lions of PA Foundation will soon be getting the continuing member rockers and we also have new awards available and your club will receive a Club Recognition Banner Patch and rocker for the year for every club who donates $2 per member to the

Foundation.  Also available are the Director’s Banner Patch for a donation of $5 per member and for $10 per club member your club will receive the LOPF Banner Patch for 100% participation.  All donations to the Club Recognition Program are over and above any other donations.

    d. PDG Walter Bechtold stated he wishes to congratulate 1st VDG Andy Piskel on his recent appointment and also asked whether the district has taken into consideration the bond issue for this year and could we revisit the issue of the officers bond. PDG Wally stated that according to our home district constitution it is a required item.  DG Dennis stated we could send it to the finance committee for review, but he read it and it is an as needed item according to the district constitution. Discussion by PDG Wally stated that this he felt is a necessary issue and it is stated in the International Constitution.  DG Dennis stated that maybe the Constitution and By Laws committee needs to review this policy.  PDG Wally stated he make the recommendation that the officer bond be reinstated.  DG Dennis stated okay, I said that I will have this issue reviewed by the finance committee and the issue is closed, please sit down, you are finished.  PDG Wally objected and continued trying to make his issue. DG Dennis said I said you are finished I will have the issue reviewed and asked Sergeant at Arms Steve Brezna to remove PDG Walter Bechtold from the meeting and PDG Wally stated just try it.  DG Dennis stated Wally you are done, please leave.  At this time Mary Lou Bechtold jumped up and said no, you don’t like us, I am tired of the bullshit. I have had it with the whole thing. As Mary Lou jumped up the chair upended and she grabbed her lion’s pin off her clothing and threw it. DG Dennis said this is not what Lions are about.  This is exactly what I had referred to earlier when I mentioned having people removed from membership.   As the District Governor I am the highest ranking person in this room, and to be talked about like that will not happen, to be throwing chairs and pins is not the way that lions act.  DG Dennis asked that we move on with the meeting.
18. Acceptance of Third Cabinet Meeting:  Zone Chair Mark Mizenko of Region 3 accepted the responsibility of the next cabinet meeting to be held February 10, 2013 at the Woodlands Inn.
19. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn was made by Mark Mizenko and seconded by Steve Brezna, motion carried.

20. Other Reports Received

1.  Sight Conservation and Eye Research Foundation: Lion Dorothy Faymore – On Saturday, September 29th I had the opportunity to attend the PA Lions Research Seminar at Hershey, PA.  It featured 6 speakers.
a. Amanda Ely, M.D., Chief Resident in Ophthalmology, Penn State Hershey Eye Center.  Dr. Ely’s presentation dealt with amblyopia, a problem with visual development that begins in early childhood.  Because of a child’s preverbal and preliterate years, it is difficult to detect amblyopia.  The detection of this condition is being credited to a study that combines ssVEP or Swept Spatial Frequency Visual Evoked Potential with neutral density filters.

b. Teng Leng Ooi, Ph.D., Professor of Optometry, Salus University, Elkins Park.  Dr Ooi presented the study of treating sensory dominance to improve eye dominance to improve 3D depth perception with a novel “push pull” protocol.  This study includes the patching of one eye to “make” the lazy eye “work”.
c. Mary Lott, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Heart & Vascular Institute, Penn State Hershey College of Medicine, Hershey, PA.  Dr Lott presented the effect of chronic diseases such as diabetes, heart disease, and stroke has on the blood vessels in the eyes.

d. Alistair Barber, Ph.D., Penn State Hershey Eye Center, Penn State Hershey College of Medicine, Hershey, PA.  Dr. Barber presented the study of diabetic rats and mice.  She showed that diabetes changes the biochemistry of their retinas.  The project is in the process of developing techniques to measure the vision in the diabetic rodents after the onset of the disease.
e. Kevin Chan, Ph.D., Research Assistant Professor, Dept. of Ophthalmology, UPMC Eye Center, University of Pittsburgh Medical Center, Pittsburgh, PA.  Dr. Chan touched on non-invasive mapping of visual reorganization in the eye diseases and injuries.  He introduced the idea of a brain port vision device, that once it is implanted in the visual part of the brain, it can adapt by enhancing alternative input through other senses even in the adult stage.

f. Joshua Dunaief, M.D., Ph.D., Associate Professor of Ophthalmology, Schele Eye Institute, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa.  An excess of iron in the human body can produce free radicals and kill cells.  Dr Dunaief’s research focuses on understanding how iron can affect the cells of the retina when control is lost, and approaches to protect vision against iron toxicity.

All of the studies and researches are funded by Lions Clubs fair share donations.
2. Diabetes Awareness:  Betty Dantone, Chairman  

STRIDES: Lions for Diabetes Awareness
Promoting awareness, prevention and control of diabetes.

Diabetes Awareness and Action

Your club can be involved in a variety of service projects, such as: hosting a diabetes or vision screening, distributing educational materials at health fairs.  Strides is a highly visible family friendly event that can incorporate walking, running, dancing, cycling, or other activities that promote healthy exercise.

Lions Eye Health Program (LEHP)

Your club can promote healthy vision and raise awareness of the causes of vision loss, such as diabetic eye disease. The LEHP materials and resources are ideal for distribution at health fairs, or other community events or Lions District Conventions.  All are co-branded with the National Eye Institute (NEI), can be downloaded at lionsclubs.org or ordered from LCI for a nominal charge.  Keyword search “LEHP’ for more resources and LCI partner information.  You may also access educational materials through local eye care providers.  NOVEMBER is Diabetes Awareness Month.
3. Region 1Zone B Report – Mike Dantone
 Jenkins Township Lions  33 members – collected eyeglasses, held scholarship award program, hosted Peace Poster Contest, collected for White Cane, purchased eye glasses for a township resident, made a visit to the VA Hospital, held a ham dinner and pastie sale.

Exeter Lions Club 43 members – collected for White Cane, collected used eye glasses, made a visit to the VA Hospital.

Wyoming/West Wyoming Lions 7 members – made their Fair Share contribution in October, collected 128 pairs of used eye glasses. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Theresa Milligan
Cabinet Secretary
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