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The	end	for	which	something	is	done,	is	made	or	exists.Synonym:	endWhat	is	the	purpose	of	your	visit?The	device	can	be	used	for	both	civilian	and	military	purposes.2013	June	7,	Ed	Pilkington,	Killer	robots	should	be	banned	in	advance,	UN	told,	in	The	Guardian	Weekly,	volume	188,	number	26,	page	6:In	his	submission	to	the	UN,	[Christof]	Heyns
points	to	the	experience	of	drones.	Unmanned	aerial	vehicles	were	intended	initially	only	for	surveillance,	and	their	use	for	offensive	purposes	was	prohibited,	yet	once	strategists	realised	their	perceived	advantages	as	a	means	of	carrying	out	targeted	killings,	all	objections	were	swept	out	of	the	way.Function,	role.The	exceptionally	small	gate-leg
table	served	the	purpose	of	a	tea	table	admirably.1846,	William	Benjamin	Carpenter,	Elements	of	Physiology:	Including	Physiological	Anatomy,	for	the	Use	of	the	Medical	Student,	page	281:The	purpose	of	the	gall-bladder	is	obviously	to	permit	the	accumulation	of	bile,	when	it	is	not	wanted	in	the	intestine;	and	we	find	it	most	constantly	present	in
those	tribes	of	animals,	which	live	upon	animal	food1982,	Lloyd	C.	Olson,	Virus	Infections:	Modern	Concepts	and	Status,	volume	49,	page	2:As	with	all	life	forms,	the	sole	purpose	of	a	virus	is	to	ensure	reproduction	in	kind.2009,	John	Kricher,	The	Balance	of	Nature:	Ecology's	Enduring	Myth,	page	18:Is	it	the	purpose	of	mosquitoes	to	ultimately
provide	calories	to	large	birds	of	prey?2011,	Stephen	Denning,	The	Secret	Language	of	Leadership,	page	254:The	purpose	of	the	dance	is	to	attract	attention	to	the	returning	worker	bee	so	she	can	share	the	odor	of	the	nectar	with	other	workers	who	will	then	follow	the	odor	trail	to	the	source.2020,	Charles	Schaper,	Design	of	DNA,	Genetic	Codes,
and	Life	Function,	page	4:Furthermore,	since	the	purpose	of	DNA	is	to	translate	to	proteins,	a	valid	solution	on	its	origin	needs	to	describe	the	mechanism	by	which	the	complementary	base	pairs	map	to	amino	acids.(Sense	of	having	a)	meaning	for	existing	or	doing	something.Synonym:	meaning2011	October	1,	Sarah	Jobe,	Creating	with	God:	The
Holy	Confusing	Blessedness	of	Being	Pregnant,	Paraclete	Press,	ISBN:Before	being	hospitalized,	Thea	filled	her	days	with	work	that	gave	her	life	purpose.	Whether	it	was	teaching,	writing,	or	investing	in	relationships,	Thea	was	busily	and	actively	engaged	in	activity	that	she	could	feel	good	about.2015,	Donna	Kauffman,	Snowflake	Bay,	Zebra	Books,
ISBN,	page	338:This	place	gave	him	purpose,	gave	him	joy.	It	was	both	his	life	and	his	lifeline	and	she	was	both	thrilled	and	relieved	that	he'd	recovered	enough	to	be	able	to	maintain	the	place.2016	January	8,	Marian	de	Souza,	Spirituality	in	Education	in	a	Global,	Pluralised	World,	Routledge,	ISBN:A	sense	of	belonging	helps	to	ground	the	individual
by	providing	a	particular	way	of	being	in	the	world	which,	in	turn,	helps	individuals	to	make	meaning	of	their	life	experiences	and	gives	them	a	sense	of	purpose,	including	a	sense	of	responsibility	to	the	group	to	which	one	belongs.2021	August	13,	O.	Curtis	Jackson,	TEN	TIMES	OVER,	Writers	Republic	LLC,	ISBN:He	wanted	her	to	know	that	she	gave
him	purpose,	gave	him	the	will	to	live	after	he	lost	Kaylah.	He	wanted	her	to	know	that,	no,	the	diamond	wasn't	precious	enough	to	symbolize	how	much	he	cherished	her	breath,[]Resolution;	determination.1620,	Giovanni	Bocaccio,	translated	by	John	Florio,	The	Decameron,	Containing	an	Hundred	Pleaant	Nouels:	Wittily	Dicoured,	Betweene	Seuen
Honourable	Ladies,	and	Three	Noble	Gentlemen[1],	Isaac	Iaggard,	Nouell	8,	The	Eighth	Day:[]	purued	his	vnneighbourly	purpoe	in	uch	ort:	that	hee	being	the	tronger	perwader,	and	he	(belike)	too	credulous	in	beleeuing	or	ele	ouer-feeble	in	reiting,	from	priuate	imparlance,	they	fell	to	action;	and	continued	their	cloe	fight	a	long	while	together,
vneene	and	vvithout	upition,	no	doubt	to	their	equall	ioy	and	contentment.2013	September	1,	Phil	McNulty,	BBC	Sport:United	began	with	more	purpose	in	the	early	phase	of	the	second	half	and	Liverpool	were	grateful	for	Glen	Johnson's	crucial	block	from	Young's	goalbound	shot.2013	July-August,	Sarah	Glaz,	Ode	to	Prime	Numbers,	in	American
Scientist,	volume	101,	number	4:Some	poems,	echoing	the	purpose	of	early	poetic	treatises	on	scientific	principles,	attempt	to	elucidate	the	mathematical	concepts	that	underlie	prime	numbers.	Others	play	with	primes	cultural	associations.	Still	others	derive	their	structure	from	mathematical	patterns	involving	primes.(obsolete)	The	subject	of
discourse;	the	point	at	issue.15981599	(first	performance),	William	Shakespeare,	Much	Adoe	about	Nothing.[],	quarto	edition,	London:	[]	V[alentine]	S[immes]	for	Andrew	Wise,	and	William	Aspley,	published	1600,	OCLC,	[Act	II,	scene	iii]:[]	he	was	woont	to	peake	plaine,	and	to	the	purpoe	(like	an	honet	man	and	a	ouldier)	[]1711	July	31	(Gregorian
calendar),	[Joseph	Addison;	Richard	Steele	et	al.],	FRIDAY,	July	20,	1711,	in	The	Spectator,	number	122;	republished	in	Alexander	Chalmers,	editor,	The	Spectator;	a	New	Edition,[],	volume	II,	New	York,	N.Y.:	D[aniel]	Appleton	&	Company,	1853,	OCLC,	page	151:The	speech	he	made	was	so	little	to	the	purpose,	that	I	shall	not	trouble	my	Readers	with
an	account	of	it;	and	I	believe	was	not	so	much	designed	by	the	Knight	himself	to	inform	the	Court,	as	to	give	him	a	figure	in	my	eye[]1770,	Christof	Hermann	von	Manstein,	Memoirs	of	Russia,	Historical,	Political	and	Military,	from	the	Year	MDCCXXVII	to	MDCCXLIV,	page	267:The	duke	was	restless	and	thoughtful	the	whole	evening,	often	changed
the	discourse;	like	an	absent	man;	and	abruptly,	quite	from	the	purpose;	asked	the	marshal,	"If	in	his	military	expeditions,	he	had	ever	undertaken	any	affair	of	consequence	in	the	night."1817,	Legh	Richmond,	A	Selection	from	the	Writings	of	the	Reformers	and	Early	Protestant	Divines	of	the	Church	of	England,	page	296:But	now,	forasmuch	as	you
have	stopt	up	a	few	shards	in	these	your	last	tedious	commentaries,	though	very	hardly	and	quite	from	the	purpose,	[]	Scroll	To	Top	To	psychologists,	purpose	is	an	abiding	intention	to	achieve	a	long-term	goal	that	is	both	personally	meaningful	and	makes	a	positive	mark	on	the	world.	The	goals	that	foster	a	sense	of	purpose	are	ones	that	can
potentially	change	the	lives	of	other	people,	like	launching	an	organization,	researching	a	disease,	or	teaching	kids	to	read.	Our	sense	of	purpose	will	change	over	the	course	of	our	lifetime.	As	we	grapple	with	our	identity	as	teens,	settle	into	the	responsibilities	of	adulthood,	and	make	the	shift	to	retirement,	the	research	finds	that	our	sense	of
purpose	will	naturally	wax	and	wane.	Like	happiness,	purpose	is	not	a	destination,	but	a	journey	and	a	practice.	That	means	its	accessible	at	any	age,	if	were	willing	to	explore	what	matters	to	us	and	what	kind	of	person	we	want	to	beand	act	to	become	that	person.	If	were	able	to	revisit	and	renew	our	sense	of	purpose	as	we	navigate	milestones	and
transitions,	suggests	this	research,	then	we	can	look	forward	to	more	satisfying,	meaningful	lives.	Researchers	have	discovered	that	a	sense	of	purpose	is	linked	to	a	number	of	good	outcomes,	across	the	lifespan,	for	both	individuals	and	organizations.	Youth	who	have	a	sense	of	purpose	also	report	higher	levels	of	happiness	and	life	satisfactionwhich
seems	associated	with	better	educational	outcomes.	One	study	looked	at	college	students	who	wanted	to	help	others,	create	art,	or	achieve	financial	success.	The	researchers	didnt	find	significant	differences	in	positive	outcomes	among	the	groups.	For	young	people,	it	was	just	good	to	have	a	goal,	no	matter	what	it	was.	For	young	and	old	alike,	the
physical	benefits	of	a	sense	of	purpose	are	well-documented.	For	example,	Eric	Kim	and	his	colleagues	at	Harvards	School	of	Public	Health	have	found	that	people	who	report	higher	levels	of	purpose	at	one	point	in	time	have	objectively	better	physical	agility	four	years	later	than	those	who	report	less	purpose.	Patrick	Hill	and	his	Washington
University	colleagues	have	found	important	advantages	for	more	purposeful	adults,	including	better	cognitive	functioning	and	greater	longevity.	Theyre	more	likely	to	floss	their	teeth,	exercise,	and	get	to	the	doctor.	Why?	Researchers	suggest	that	people	take	better	care	of	themselves	when	they	feel	like	they	have	something	to	live	for.	Having	a
purpose	also	seems	to	be	associated	with	lower	stress	levels,	overall,	which	contributes	to	better	health.	Do	some	purposes	confer	more	benefits	than	others?	The	answer	so	far	is	yesif	you	are	older.	One	study	found	that	young	adults	with	a	more	prosocial	purposeone	aimed	at	helping	othersexperienced	greater	personal	growth,	integrity,	and	health
later	in	adulthood.	This	result	was	echoed	by	a	2019	study	by	Anne	Colby	and	colleagues	at	Stanford	University.	They	surveyed	almost	1,200	Americans	in	their	midlife	about	their	well-being	and	what	goals	were	important	to	them.	The	researchers	found	significantly	higher	well-being	among	people	who	were	involved	in	pursuing	beyond-the-self
goals,	compared	to	those	who	were	pursuing	other	types	of	goals.	In	other	words,	engaging	in	prosocial	goals	had	more	impact	on	well-being	than	engaging	in	non-prosocial	goals.	Indeed,	looking	beyond	individual	lives,	a	sense	of	purpose	appears	to	have	evolved	in	humans	so	that	we	can	cooperate	and	accomplish	big	things	together.	A	2007	study
suggests	that	managers	can	effectively	boost	the	work	experience	and	well-being	of	their	employees	by	helping	them	connect	to	a	job-related	higher	purpose.	The	2013	Core	Beliefs	and	Culture	Survey	revealed	that	91	percent	of	respondents	who	believe	that	their	company	has	a	strong	sense	of	purpose	also	say	it	has	a	history	of	strong	financial
performance.	Purpose	is	adaptive,	in	an	evolutionary	sense.	It	helps	both	individuals	and	the	species	to	survive	and	thrive.	Purpose	often	grows	from	our	connection	to	others,	which	is	why	a	crisis	of	purpose	is	often	a	symptom	of	isolation.	Once	you	find	your	path,	youll	almost	certainly	find	others	traveling	along	with	you,	hoping	to	reach	the	same
destinationa	community.	According	to	research	by	Kendall	Cotton	Bronk,	finding	ones	purpose	requires	four	key	components:	dedicated	commitment,	personal	meaningfulness,	goal	directedness,	and	a	vision	larger	than	ones	self.	Often,	finding	our	purpose	involves	a	combination	of	finding	meaning	in	the	experiences	weve	had,	while	assessing	our
values,	skills,	and	hopes	for	a	better	world.	It	means	taking	time	for	personal	reflection	while	imagining	our	ideal	future.	Here	are	some	exercises	purpose	researchers	recommend	for	finding	your	purpose	in	life:	The	Magic	Wand:	Think	about	the	world	around	you	your	home,	community,	the	world	at	largeand	visualize	what	you	would	change	if	you
had	a	magic	wand	and	could	change	anything.	Then	ask	yourself,	why	you	chose	what	you	did	and	consider	concrete	steps	you	might	take	to	move	the	world	a	little	closer	to	that	ideal.	This	exercise	has	been	used	to	foster	purpose	in	youth	and	young	adults,	in	particular.	Best	Possible	Self:	Imagine	yourself	at	some	future	age	like	10	or	20	years	down
the	roadand	think	about	what	your	life	would	be	like	if	everything	went	as	well	as	possible.	Then	ask	yourself	these	questions:	What	are	you	doing?	What	is	important	to	you?	What	do	you	really	care	about,	and	why?	Focusing	on	an	ideal	self	can	increase	optimism	for	the	future,	which	researchers	believe	is	tied	to	purpose	Clarify	your	values:	If	its
hard	to	figure	out	what	matters	most	to	you,	affirming	your	values	can	help.	Three	values	surveysthe	Valued	Living	Questionnaire,	the	Portrait	Values	Questionnaire,	and	the	Personal	Values	Questionnaireask	you	to	rank	the	importance	of	different	values,	something	that	can	help	you	get	clearer	about	your	purpose.	Recognize	your	strengths:	To	get	a
handle	on	your	particular	skills,	try	the	VIA	Character	Strengths	Survey	to	see	what	it	reveals	about	you.	Or,	you	can	contact	people	who	know	youteachers,	friends,	family,	colleagues,	and	mentorsand	ask	them	what	youre	good	at,	what	you	seem	to	like	to	do,	and	how	you	might	make	your	mark	on	the	world.	Sometimes	an	outsiders	opinion	can	help
clarify	your	personal	strengths	and	help	you	figure	out	how	best	to	apply	them.	Volunteer:	Finding	purpose	is	aided	by	having	a	broad	set	of	meaningful	experiences	that	can	point	you	in	the	right	direction.	Volunteering	expands	your	experience,	while	also	improving	your	well-being	and	helping	the	world.	Not	only	that,	volunteering	puts	you	in	touch
with	people	who	have	similar	values,	who	may	inspire	you	or	point	you	toward	other	opportunities	for	making	a	difference	that	you	hadnt	thought	of	before.	Cultivate	positive	emotions:	Positive	emotions	help	us	to	broaden	our	outlook	on	the	world	and	feel	energized	to	take	action	for	the	greater	good;	so	they	can	be	useful	for	finding	purpose.
Gratitude	and	awe,	in	particular,	help	us	care	about	others,	build	relationships,	and	feel	connected	to	something	greater	than	ourselves,	which	is	why	theyre	tied	to	fostering	purpose.	You	can	try	our	website,	Greater	Good	in	Action,	to	find	exercises	that	will	help	bolster	your	sense	of	purpose	and	make	you	happier,	too.	The	present	page	holds	the
title	of	a	primary	topic,	and	an	article	needs	to	be	written	about	it.	It	is	believed	to	qualify	as	a	broad-concept	article.	It	may	be	written	directly	at	this	page	or	drafted	elsewhere	and	then	moved	to	this	title.	Related	titles	should	be	described	in	Purpose,	while	unrelated	titles	should	be	moved	to	Purpose	(disambiguation).Look	up	purpose,	intention,
intentional,	intentionally,	or	purport	in	Wiktionary,	the	free	dictionary.Purpose	is	the	end	for	which	something	is	done,	created	or	for	which	it	exists.	Purpose	is	an	abiding	intention	to	achieve	a	long-term	goal	that	is	both	personally	meaningful	and	makes	a	positive	mark	on	the	world.	It	is	part	of	the	topic	of	intentionality	and	goal-seeking
behavior.Related	concepts	and	subjects:Goal,	a	desired	result	or	possible	outcomeIntention,	the	state	of	intending	something	or	the	action	intendedMotivation,	a	driving	factor	for	actions,	willingness,	and	goalsDetermination	or	resolveMeaningful	life	a	life	of	purposePurpose	clause,	in	grammar	a	dependent	adverbial	clause	expressing
purposePurpose	of	life,	questions	regarding	the	significance	of	living	or	existence	in	generalTeleology,	the	philosophical	attempt	to	describe	things	in	terms	of	their	apparent	purpose	or	goalTeleonomy,	the	apparent	purposefulness	of	structures	and	functions	in	living	organismsPurpose	(Curtis	Lundy	album),	2002Purpose	(Algebra	album),
2008Purpose	(Justin	Bieber	album),	or	the	title	song,	2015Purpose	(Taeyeon	album),	2021"Purpose",	song	from	the	musical	Avenue	QPurpose	(film),	a	2001	American	independent	drama	thriller	filmDarryl	Purpose,	American	singer-songwriterAccidentally	on	Purpose	(disambiguation)All-purpose	(disambiguation)Dual-purpose	(disambiguation)General-
purpose	(disambiguation)Multi-purpose	(disambiguation)On	Purpose	(disambiguation)Single-purpose	(disambiguation)Goal	(disambiguation)Target	(disambiguation)All	pages	with	titles	beginning	with	purposeAll	pages	with	titles	containing	purposeThis	disambiguation	page	lists	articles	associated	with	the	title	Purpose.If	an	internal	link	led	you	here,
you	may	wish	to	change	the	link	to	point	directly	to	the	intended	article.Retrieved	from	"	synonyms	for	purposethe	reason	for	which	something	exists	or	is	done,	made,	used,	etc.Synonyms:	target,	objective,	object,	rationale,	pointan	intended	or	desired	result;	end;	aim;	goal.determination;	resoluteness.the	subject	in	hand;	the	point	at	issue.practical
result,	effect,	or	advantage.to	set	as	an	aim,	intention,	or	goal	for	oneself.to	intend;	design.Synonyms:	plan,	contemplate,	meanto	resolve	(to	do	something).He	purposed	to	change	his	way	of	life	radically.the	reason	for	which	anything	is	done,	created,	or	existsa	fixed	design,	outcome,	or	idea	that	is	the	object	of	an	action	or	other	effortfixed	intention
in	doing	something;	determinationpractical	advantage	or	usethat	which	is	relevant	or	under	consideration	(esp	in	the	phrase	to	or	from	the	purpose	)archaicpurportintentionallyCollins	English	Dictionary	Complete	&	Unabridged	2012	Digital	Edition	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,	1986	HarperCollins	Publishers	1998,	2000,	2003,	2005,	2006,
2007,	2009,	2012to	intend	or	determine	to	do	(something)Collins	English	Dictionary	Complete	&	Unabridged	2012	Digital	Edition	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,	1986	HarperCollins	Publishers	1998,	2000,	2003,	2005,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2012prepurpose	verb	(used	with	object)repurpose	verb	(used	with	object)unpurposed	adjectiveunpurposing
adjectiveOrigin	of	purpose1First	recorded	in	12501300;	(noun)	Middle	English	purpos,	from	Old	French,	derivative	of	purposer,	variant	of	proposer	to	propose	;	(verb)	Middle	English	purposen,	from	Anglo-French,	Old	French	purposerOrigin	of	purpose1C13:	from	Old	French	porpos,	from	porposer	to	plan,	from	Latin	prpnere	to	proposeExamples	have
not	been	reviewed."A	lot	of	people	don't	like	wasps,	they	class	them	as	angry	bees,	but	they	have	a	really	valid	purpose	in	the	natural	world,"	she	says.Idealism	and	a	sense	of	purpose	were	essential	to	balancing	the	gravity	of	their	mission,	and	humility	tempered	the	power	dynamic	inherent	in	law	enforcement	work.The	Senate	modified	the	bill	and
on	final	passage,	the	law	removed	those	hiring	specifics,	meaning	ICE	can	use	the	funding	for	a	variety	of	purposes.This	data,	provided	for	the	purpose	of	administering	healthcare,	may	now	be	used	to	locate	individuals	for	immigration	enforcement	or	to	challenge	their	future	immigration	applications,	the	statement	read.Only	Rep.	Ro	Khanna,	D-
Calif.,	referenced	the	popular	PBS	Kids	series	Daniel	Tigers	Neighborhood,	with	a	purpose	that	laid	bare	the	hypocrisy	of	his	colleagues	allegations.Definitions	and	idiom	definitions	from	Dictionary.com	Unabridged,	based	on	the	Random	House	Unabridged	Dictionary,	Random	House,	Inc.	2023Idioms	from	The	American	Heritage	Idioms	Dictionary
copyright	2002,	2001,	1995	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	Published	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.purportedlypurpose-builtBrowse#aabbccddeeffgghhiijjkkllmmnnooppqqrrssttuuvvwwxxyyzzAboutCareersContact	usCookies,	terms,	&	privacyHelpFollow	usGet	the	Word	of	the	Day	every	day!	2025
Dictionary.com,	LLC	Also	found	in:	Thesaurus,	Medical,	Idioms,	Encyclopedia,	Wikipedia.Related	to	purpose:	Purpose	statement	(prps)n.1.	The	object	toward	which	one	strives	or	for	which	something	exists;	an	aim	or	goal:	Her	purpose	in	coming	here	is	to	talk	to	you.	The	purpose	of	an	airliner	is	to	transport	people.	See	Synonyms	at	intention.2.
Determination;	resolution:	He	was	a	man	of	purpose.tr.v.	purposed,	purposing,	purposes	To	intend	or	resolve:	"the	gap	between	what	is	said	and	what	is	purposed"	(Ian	Donaldson).Idioms:	on	purpose	Intentionally;	deliberately.	to	good	purposeto	little/no	purpose[Middle	English	purpos,	from	Anglo-Norman,	from	purposer,	to	intend	:	pur-,	forth	(from
Latin	pr-;	see	pro-1)	+	poser,	to	put;	see	pose1.]American	Heritage	Dictionary	of	the	English	Language,	Fifth	Edition.	Copyright	2016	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	Published	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	All	rights	reserved.	(pps)	n1.	the	reason	for	which	anything	is	done,	created,	or	exists2.	a	fixed	design,
outcome,	or	idea	that	is	the	object	of	an	action	or	other	effort3.	fixed	intention	in	doing	something;	determination:	a	man	of	purpose.	4.	practical	advantage	or	use:	to	work	to	good	purpose.	5.	that	which	is	relevant	or	under	consideration	(esp	in	the	phrase	to	or	from	the	purpose)7.	on	purpose	intentionallyvb	(tr)	to	intend	or	determine	to	do
(something)[C13:	from	Old	French	porpos,	from	porposer	to	plan,	from	Latin	prpnere	to	propose]Collins	English	Dictionary	Complete	and	Unabridged,	12th	Edition	2014	HarperCollins	Publishers	1991,	1994,	1998,	2000,	2003,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2011,	2014	(pr	ps)	n.,	v.	-posed,	-posing.	n.	1.	the	reason	for	which	something	exists	or	is	done,	made,	etc.
2.	an	intended	or	desired	result;	aim;	goal.	3.	determination;	resoluteness.	4.	the	subject	in	hand;	point	at	issue.	5.	practical	result	or	effect:	to	act	to	good	purpose.	v.t.	6.	to	intend;	design;	resolve.	v.i.	Idioms:	1.	on	purpose,	intentionally.	2.	to	the	purpose,	to	the	point;	relevant.	[12501300;	(n.)	Middle	English	purpos	<	Old	French,	derivative	of
purposer,	variant	of	proposer	to	propose;	(v.)	Middle	English	purposen	<	Anglo-French,	Old	French	purposer]	Random	House	Kernerman	Webster's	College	Dictionary,	2010	K	Dictionaries	Ltd.	Copyright	2005,	1997,	1991	by	Random	House,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.Past	participle:	purposedGerund:	purposingImperativePresentPreteritePresent
ContinuousPresent	PerfectPast	ContinuousPast	PerfectFutureFuture	PerfectFuture	ContinuousPresent	Perfect	ContinuousFuture	Perfect	ContinuousPast	Perfect	ContinuousConditionalPast	ConditionalCollins	English	Verb	Tables	HarperCollins	Publishers	2011	Noun1.purpose	-	an	anticipated	outcome	that	is	intended	or	that	guides	your	planned
actions;	"his	intent	was	to	provide	a	new	translation";	"good	intentions	are	not	enough";	"it	was	created	with	the	conscious	aim	of	answering	immediate	needs";	"he	made	no	secret	of	his	designs"aim,	intent,	intention,	designgoal,	end	-	the	state	of	affairs	that	a	plan	is	intended	to	achieve	and	that	(when	achieved)	terminates	behavior	intended	to
achieve	it;	"the	ends	justify	the	means"idea,	mind	-	your	intention;	what	you	intend	to	do;	"he	had	in	mind	to	see	his	old	teacher";	"the	idea	of	the	game	is	to	capture	all	the	pieces"cross-purpose	-	a	contrary	aim;	"at	cross-purposes"final	cause	-	(philosophy)	the	end	or	purpose	of	a	thing	or	processsake	-	the	purpose	of	achieving	or	obtaining;	"for	the
sake	of	argument"view	-	purpose;	the	phrase	`with	a	view	to'	means	`with	the	intention	of'	or	`for	the	purpose	of';	"he	took	the	computer	with	a	view	to	pawning	it"will	-	a	fixed	and	persistent	intent	or	purpose;	"where	there's	a	will	there's	a	way"2.purpose	-	what	something	is	used	for;	"the	function	of	an	auger	is	to	bore	holes";	"ballet	is	beautiful	but
what	use	is	it?"usefulness,	utility	-	the	quality	of	being	of	practical	useraison	d'etre	-	the	purpose	that	justifies	a	thing's	existence3.purpose	-	the	quality	of	being	determined	to	do	or	achieve	something;	firmness	of	purpose;	"his	determination	showed	in	his	every	movement";	"he	is	a	man	of	purpose"indefatigability,	indefatigableness,	tirelessness	-
tireless	determinationindustriousness,	diligence,	industry	-	persevering	determination	to	perform	a	task;	"his	diligence	won	him	quick	promotions";	"frugality	and	industry	are	still	regarded	as	virtues"Verb1.purpose	-	propose	or	intend;	"I	aim	to	arrive	at	noon"intend,	mean,	think	-	have	in	mind	as	a	purpose;	"I	mean	no	harm";	"I	only	meant	to	help
you";	"She	didn't	think	to	harm	me";	"We	thought	to	return	early	that	night"2.purpose	-	reach	a	decision;	"he	resolved	never	to	drink	again"Based	on	WordNet	3.0,	Farlex	clipart	collection.	2003-2012	Princeton	University,	Farlex	Inc.noun1.	reason,	point,	idea,	goal,	grounds,	design,	aim,	basis,	principle,	function,	object,	intention,	objective,	motive,
motivation,	justification,	impetus,	the	why	and	wherefore	The	purpose	of	the	occasion	was	to	raise	money	for	charity.2.	aim,	end,	plan,	hope,	view,	goal,	design,	project,	target,	wish,	scheme,	desire,	object,	intention,	objective,	ambition,	aspiration,	Holy	Grail	(informal)	They	are	prepared	to	go	to	any	lengths	to	achieve	their	purpose.3.	determination,
commitment,	resolve,	will,	resolution,	initiative,	enterprise,	ambition,	conviction,	motivation,	persistence,	tenacity,	firmness,	constancy,	single-mindedness,	steadfastness	The	teachers	are	enthusiastic	and	have	a	sense	of	purpose.4.	use,	good,	return,	result,	effect,	value,	benefit,	profit,	worth,	gain,	advantage,	outcome,	utility,	merit,	mileage	(informal),
avail,	behoof	(archaic)	Talking	about	it	will	serve	no	purpose.on	purpose	deliberately,	purposely,	consciously,	intentionally,	knowingly,	wilfully,	by	design,	wittingly,	calculatedly,	designedly	Was	it	an	accident,	or	did	she	do	it	on	purpose?Collins	Thesaurus	of	the	English	Language	Complete	and	Unabridged	2nd	Edition.	2002	HarperCollins	Publishers
1995,	2002noun1.	The	proper	activity	of	a	person	or	thing:function,	job,	role,	task.2.	What	one	intends	to	do	or	achieve:aim,	ambition,	design,	end,	goal,	intent,	intention,	mark,	meaning,	object,	objective,	point,	target,	view,	why.Idioms:	end	in	view,	why	and	wherefore.3.	Unwavering	firmness	of	character,	action,	or	will:decidedness,	decision,
decisiveness,	determination,	firmness,	purposefulness,	resoluteness,	resolution,	resolve,	toughness,	will,	willpower.verbThe	American	Heritage	Roget's	Thesaurus.	Copyright	2013,	2014	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	Published	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	All	rights	reserved.
elfunkcerozhodnostsmyslformlgrundintentionmlmeningZweckZielzwecksAbsichtBehufpropsitodeterminacinfinfuncinintencionalbutdesseindterminationpropossujethlutverkstefnufesta,	kvenitilgangurscopopropositosoggettoappostaargomentopaskirtisspecialiai
pastatytasmrismrtiecbanolkspielietojumsdoelnutredenstrekkingbedoelingcelpowdtematzagadnieniezamiarCollins	Spanish	Dictionary	-	Complete	and	Unabridged	8th	Edition	2005	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1971,	1988	HarperCollins	Publishers	1992,	1993,	1996,	1997,	2000,	2003,	2005Collins	English/French	Electronic	Resource.	HarperCollins
Publishers	2005Collins	German	Dictionary	Complete	and	Unabridged	7th	Edition	2005.	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1980	HarperCollins	Publishers	1991,	1997,	1999,	2004,	2005,	2007Collins	Italian	Dictionary	1st	Edition	HarperCollins	Publishers	1995	(pps)	noun1.	the	reason	for	doing	something;	the	aim	to	which	an	action	etc	is	directed.	What	is
the	purpose	of	your	visit?	doel	propsito	el,	smysl	der	Zweck	forml	propsito,	fin;	razn	eesmrk	tarkoitus	but,	objet	,	cl	tujuan	tilgangur	scopo	tikslas	mris;	nolks	tujuan	bedoelingforml,	hensikt,	meningcel	propsito	scop,	obiectiv	el,	zmysel	namen	svrha	syfte,	avsikt	ama,	gaye	,	mc	ch	purposeful	adjective	having	a	definite	purpose.	with	a	purposeful	look	on
his	face.	vasberade	determinado	odhodlan	zielbewut	mlbevidst	determinado	sihikindel	mrtietoinen	dtermin	eltklt	bertujuan	stefnufastur	deciso,	risoluto	,	,	rytingas	mrtiecgs	penuh	azam	vastberadenmlbevisst,	bestemtcelowy	determinado	hotrt	odhodlan	odloen	odluan	mlmedveten	kararl,	azimli	c	ch	nh	purposefully	adverb	vasberade	com	determinao
odhodlan	zielbewut	mlbevidst	con	determinacin	sihikindlalt	mrtietoisesti	dlibrment	,	eltklten	dengan	tujuan	af	stefnufestu	con	determinazione	rytingai	mrtiecgi	dgn	azam	yg	kuat	vastberadenmlbevisst,	bestemtcelowo	com	determinao	(n	mod)	deliberat;	dinadins	odhodlane	odlono	odluno	mlmedvetet	kararla,	azimle	c	ch	nh	purposeless	adjective	having
no	purpose.	purposeless	destruction.	doelloos	sem	finalidade	zbyten	ziellos	meningsls	,	sin	sentido;	sin	propsito	sihitu	tarkoitukseton	inutile	cltalan	tanpa	tujuan	tilgangslaus	inutile	betikslis	bezjdzgs;	bezmrgs	tdk	bererti	zinloosformlsls,	unyttigbezcelowy	sem	finalidade	inutil,	fr	rost	;	zbyton	nesmiseln	uzaludan	meningsls	amasz,	maksatsz	khng	ch	nh
purposely	adverbpurpose-built	adjective	made	or	built	for	a	particular	need	or	purpose.	People	who	use	wheelchairs	sometimes	live	in	purpose-built	houses.	doelgebou	de	construo	especial	elov	spezialgefertigt	specialbygget	construido	especialmente	(para)	kindlal	eesmrgil	ehitatud	varta	vasten	tehty	fonctionnalis	specilis	dibangun	khusus	srbyggur
(costruito	appositamente)	(	)	specialiai	pastatytas	paa	pastjuma-	dibina	khas	speciaal	gebouwd	spesialbygd,	tilrettelagt	specjalnie	przystosowany	de	construo	especial	amenajat	elov	namenski	namenski	graen	specialbyggd	amaca	uygun	yaplm	c	lm	vi	mc	ch	nht	nh	on	purposeserve	a	purpose	to	be	useful	in	some	way.	dien	'n	doel	ter	utilidade	poslouit	k
zweckdienlich	sein	tjene	et	forml	.	servir	de/para	algo	kasulik	olema	tarkoituksenmukainen	servir	qqch.	megfelel	cljnak	berguna	gegna	hlutverki	servire	a	uno	scopo	tikti	nodert;	atbilst	mrim	dapat	digunakan	ergens	toedienen	tjene	et	formlnadawa	si	ter	utilidade	a	servi	la	ceva	posli	na	sluiti	(emu)	posluiti	svrsi	tjna	ett	syfte	amaca	uygun	olmak	......	c
ch	......	to	no	purpose	with	no	useful	results.	dien	geen	doel	nie	em	vo	bez	uitku	vergeblich	til	ingen	nytte	,	en	vano	tulemusteta	turhaan	en	pure	perte	,	,	hiba	tanpa	hasil	rangurslaust	(senza	alcun	risultato)	tuiai,	veltui	bez	pankumiem;	veltgi	tdk	berkesan	tevergeefstil	ingen	nytte	bezskutecznie	em	vo	fr	rost	bez	itku	zaman	bez	uspeha	till	ingen	nytta
bo	yere,	nafile	;	v	ch	Kernerman	English	Multilingual	Dictionary	2006-2013	K	Dictionaries	Ltd.	el	forml	Zweck	propsito	tarkoitus	but	svrha	scopo	doel	forml	cel	propsito	syfte	ama	mc	ch	Multilingual	Translator	HarperCollins	Publishers	2009English-Spanish	Medical	Dictionary	Farlex	2012	Want	to	thank	TFD	for	its	existence?	Tell	a	friend	about	us,	add
a	link	to	this	page,	or	visit	the	webmaster's	page	for	free	fun	content.	Link	to	this	page:	Only	by	renouncing	our	claim	to	discern	a	purpose	immediately	intelligible	to	us,	and	admitting	the	ultimate	purpose	to	be	beyond	our	ken,	may	we	discern	the	sequence	of	experiences	in	the	lives	of	historic	characters	and	perceive	the	cause	of	the	effect	they
produce	(incommensurable	with	ordinary	human	capabilities),	and	then	the	words	chance	and	genius	become	superfluous."A	by-way	to	my	purpose.	I	am	the	leading-string	of	the	ego,	and	the	prompter	of	its	notions."In	this	state	of	dark	isolation	a	new	resolution	came	to	her,	and	grew	and	grew	until	it	became	a	fixed	definite	purpose.	She	would	face
Caswall	and	call	him	to	account	for	his	murder	of	Lilla--that	was	what	she	called	it	to	herself.In	these	cases,	one	of	the	two	organs	might	with	ease	be	modified	and	perfected	so	as	to	perform	all	the	work	by	itself,	being	aided	during	the	process	of	modification	by	the	other	organ;	and	then	this	other	organ	might	be	modified	for	some	other	and	quite
distinct	purpose,	or	be	quite	obliterated.His	wife	used	to	insist	upon	our	calling	him	so,	but	to	no	purpose.	In	August,	1832,	my	master	attended	a	Methodist	camp-meeting	held	in	the	Bay-side,	Tal-	bot	county,	and	there	experienced	religion.He	had	seemed	to	love	it	little	in	the	years	when	every	penny	had	its	purpose	for	him;	for	he	loved	the	purpose
then.The	act	from	Annapolis	recommends	the	"appointment	of	commissioners	to	take	into	consideration	the	situation	of	the	United	States;	to	devise	SUCH	FURTHER	PROVISIONS	as	shall	appear	to	them	necessary	to	render	the	Constitution	of	the	federal	government	ADEQUATE	TO	THE	EXIGENCIES	OF	THE	UNION;	and	to	report	such	an	act	for
that	purpose,	to	the	United	States	in	Congress	assembled,	as	when	agreed	to	by	them,	and	afterwards	confirmed	by	the	legislature	of	every	State,	will	effectually	provide	for	the	same."For	all	these	reasons	then,	and	others	perhaps	too	analytic	to	be	verbally	developed	here,	Ahab	plainly	saw	that	he	must	still	in	a	good	degree	continue	true	to	the
natural,	nominal	purpose	of	the	Pequod's	voyage;	observe	all	customary	usages;	and	not	only	that,	but	force	himself	to	evince	all	his	well	known	passionate	interest	in	the	general	pursuit	of	his	profession.It	has	either	dropped	from	the	writer's	pen	in	pure	ignorance,	or	it	has	been	carefully	set	where	it	appears	to	serve	the	purpose	of	a	snare.This
instrument	was	designed	for	the	purpose	of	rendering	visible	on	the	surface	of	the	moon	any	object	exceeding	nine	feet	in	diameter.Blifil	bowed	and	stammered,	and	looked	like	a	fool;	but	Western,	without	giving	him	time	to	form	a	speech	for	the	purpose,	answered,	"Well,	well,	I	am	to	blame,	if	you	will,	I	always	am,	certainly;	but	come,	let	the	girl	be
fetched	back	again,	or	let	Mr	Blifil	go	to	her.It	is	natural	to	regard	desire	as	in	its	essence	an	attitude	towards	something	which	is	imagined,	not	actual;	this	something	is	called	the	END	or	OBJECT	of	the	desire,	and	is	said	to	be	the	PURPOSE	of	any	action	resulting	from	the	desire.	PURPOSEnounEtymology:	propos,	Fr.	propositum,	Lat.1.	Intention;
design.He	quit	the	house	of	purpose,	that	their	punishmentMight	have	the	freer	course.William	Shakespeare,	King	Lear.Change	this	purpose,Which	being	so	horrible,	so	bloody,	mustLead	on	to	some	foul	issue.William	Shakespeare.He	with	troops	of	horsemen	beset	the	passages	of	purpose,	that	when	the	army	should	set	forward,	he	might	in	the
streights,	fit	for	his	purpose,	set	upon	them.Richard	Knolles.And	I	persuade	me	God	hath	not	permittedHis	strength	again	to	grow,	were	not	his	purposeTo	use	him	farther	yet.John	Milton,	Agonistes.St.	Austin	hath	laid	down	a	rule	to	this	very	purpose.Burn.They,	who	are	desirous	of	a	name	in	painting,	should	read	and	make	observations	of	such
things	as	they	find	for	their	purpose.John	Dryden,	Dufresnoy.He	travelled	the	world,	on	purpose	to	converse	with	the	most	learned	men.Guardian,	.	165.The	common	materials,	which	the	ancients	made	their	ships	of,	were	the	ornus	or	wild	ash;	the	fir	was	likewise	used	for	this	purpose.Arbuthnot.I	do	this,	on	purpose	to	give	you	a	more	sensible
impression	of	the	imperfection	of	your	knowledge.Isaac	Watts.Where	men	err	against	this	method,	it	is	usually	on	purpose,	and	to	shew	their	learning.Jonathan	Swift.2.	Effect;	consequence.To	small	purpose	had	the	council	of	Jerusalem	been	assembled,	if	once	their	determination	being	set	down,	men	might	afterwards	have	defended	their	former
opinions.Richard	Hooker.The	ground	will	be	like	a	wood,	which	keepeth	out	the	sun,	and	so	continueth	the	wet,	whereby	it	will	never	graze,	to	purpose	that	year.Francis	Bacon,	Nat.	Hist.Their	design	is	a	war,	whenever	they	can	open	it	with	a	prospect	of	succeeding	to	purpose.William	Temple.Such	first	principles	will	serve	us	to	very	little	purpose,
and	we	shall	be	as	much	at	a	loss	with,	as	without	them,	if	they	may,	by	any	human	power,	such	as	is	the	will	of	our	teachers,	or	opinions	of	our	companions,	be	altered	or	lost	in	us.John	Locke.He	that	would	relish	success	to	purpose,	should	keep	his	passion	cool,	and	his	expectation	low.Jeremy	Collier,	on	Desire.What	the	Romans	have	done	is	not
worth	notice,	having	had	little	occasion	to	make	use	of	this	art,	and	what	they	have	of	it	to	purpose	being	borrowed	from	Aristotle	.Thomas	Baker.3.	Instance;	example.Tis	common	for	double-dealers	to	be	taken	in	their	own	snares,	as	for	the	purpose	in	the	matter	of	power.Roger	L'Estrange.To	PurposeverbTo	intend;	to	design;	to	resolve.Etymology:
from	the	noun.What	he	did	purpose,	it	was	the	pleasure	of	God	that	Solomon	his	son	should	perform.Richard	Hooker.It	is	a	purposd	thing,	and	grows	by	plot,To	curb	the	nobility.William	Shakespeare,	Coriolanus.I	am	purposed,	that	my	mouth	shall	not	transgress.Ps.	xvii.This	is	the	purpose	that	is	purposed	upon	the	whole	earth.Is.	xiv.	26.Paul
purposed	in	the	spirit,	to	go	to	Jerusalem.Acts	xix.	21.The	christian	captains,	purposing	to	retire	home,	placed	on	each	side	of	the	army	four	ranks	of	waggons.Richard	Knolles.The	whole	included	race	his	purposd	prey.John	Milton.Oaths	were	not	purposd	more	than	law,To	keep	the	good	and	just	in	awe,But	to	confine	the	bad	and	sinful,Like	moral
cattle	in	a	pinfold.Hudibras.Doubling	my	crime,	I	promise	and	deceive,Purpose	to	slay,	whilst	swearing	to	forgive.Matthew	Prior.
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