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Switching	to	Windows	10	Dark	Mode	is	a	simple	process	that	can	make	your	computer	interface	easier	on	the	eyes,	especially	in	low-light	environments.	Once	you	enable	Dark	Mode,	your	apps	and	features	will	display	with	a	darker	color	scheme.	Before	we	dive	into	the	steps,	let’s	understand	what	we’re	aiming	for.	Dark	Mode	is	a	setting	that
changes	the	background	color	of	your	apps	and	system	to	a	darker	shade.	This	can	reduce	eye	strain	and	save	battery	life	on	devices	with	OLED	or	AMOLED	screens.	Click	on	the	Start	Menu	and	select	the	gear	icon	to	open	Settings.	Settings	is	the	go-to	place	for	changing	most	options	on	your	Windows	10	device.	It’s	where	you	can	personalize	your
experience	and	tailor	the	system	to	your	liking.	In	the	Settings	window,	click	on	“Personalization”	to	access	the	options	for	background,	colors,	lock	screen,	and	more.	The	Personalization	section	allows	you	to	change	the	look	of	your	Windows	10	experience,	from	the	wallpaper	to	the	color	of	your	taskbar.	On	the	left-hand	side,	click	on	“Colors”	to
view	your	color	settings.	The	Colors	section	is	where	you	can	choose	your	accent	color,	decide	where	that	color	appears,	and	select	your	default	app	mode.	Scroll	down	to	the	‘Choose	your	color’	option	and	select	“Dark.”	After	selecting	Dark,	you	will	notice	the	settings	window,	and	other	apps	that	support	Dark	Mode	will	switch	to	the	darker	color
scheme.	Once	you	have	completed	these	steps,	Windows	10	will	switch	to	Dark	Mode.	Apps	that	support	this	feature	will	automatically	adjust	to	the	new	color	scheme,	giving	you	a	seamless	dark	mode	experience	across	your	device.	Make	sure	your	apps	are	updated	to	the	latest	version	as	some	older	versions	may	not	support	Dark	Mode.	Dark	Mode
is	particularly	useful	for	people	who	work	at	night	or	in	low-light	conditions	as	it	can	reduce	eye	strain.	If	you	find	the	Dark	Mode	too	dark,	you	can	adjust	the	brightness	of	your	screen	or	choose	a	custom	accent	color	that	is	not	as	harsh.	Remember	that	not	all	third-party	apps	support	Dark	Mode,	so	some	apps	might	not	change	their	appearance
even	after	you	switch	modes.	You	can	easily	switch	back	to	Light	Mode	by	going	back	to	the	Colors	settings	and	choosing	“Light”	instead	of	“Dark.”	Dark	Mode	is	a	setting	in	Windows	10	that	changes	the	default	light	theme	to	a	darker	one,	which	is	easier	on	the	eyes	and	can	save	battery	life	on	certain	devices.	Yes,	Dark	Mode	can	save	battery	life	on
devices	with	OLED	or	AMOLED	screens	because	these	screens	use	less	power	to	display	darker	colors.	Not	all	apps	support	Dark	Mode.	While	most	of	Microsoft’s	own	apps	do,	some	third-party	apps	may	not	change	appearance	even	when	Dark	Mode	is	enabled.	Usually,	you	can	tell	if	an	app	supports	Dark	Mode	if	it	changes	color	when	you	switch
modes.	You	can	also	check	the	app’s	settings	or	updates	for	Dark	Mode	support.	Yes,	some	third-party	apps	offer	the	ability	to	schedule	Dark	Mode,	but	Windows	10	does	not	currently	have	a	built-in	feature	for	scheduling	it.	Open	Settings	Go	to	Personalization	Select	Colors	Choose	“Dark”	under	‘Choose	your	color’	Switching	to	Windows	10	Dark
Mode	is	a	breeze,	and	it’s	a	great	way	to	give	your	eyes	a	break	from	the	glare	of	a	bright	screen.	Whether	you’re	a	night	owl,	someone	who	prefers	a	sleek,	modern	look,	or	you’re	simply	looking	to	extend	your	device’s	battery	life,	Dark	Mode	is	an	excellent	option.	Just	a	few	clicks	in	the	Settings	menu,	and	you’re	on	your	way	to	a	more	comfortable,
battery-friendly	computing	experience.	Remember	to	check	if	your	favorite	apps	are	up	to	date	for	the	best	Dark	Mode	experience,	and	don’t	hesitate	to	switch	back	if	you	find	that	Dark	Mode	isn’t	for	you.	Happy	browsing,	and	enjoy	the	dark	side	of	Windows	10!	Matthew	Burleigh	has	been	writing	tech	tutorials	since	2008.	His	writing	has	appeared
on	dozens	of	different	websites	and	been	read	over	50	million	times.	After	receiving	his	Bachelor’s	and	Master’s	degrees	in	Computer	Science	he	spent	several	years	working	in	IT	management	for	small	businesses.	However,	he	now	works	full	time	writing	content	online	and	creating	websites.	His	main	writing	topics	include	iPhones,	Microsoft	Office,
Google	Apps,	Android,	and	Photoshop,	but	he	has	also	written	about	many	other	tech	topics	as	well.	Read	his	full	bio	here.	With	a	dark	theme	in	place,	you	can	completely	transform	the	appearance	of	your	Windows	desktop,	File	Explorer,	and	PC	programs,	making	them	more	attractive	and	comfortable	to	the	eye.	You	can	either	go	for	a	preinstalled
Windows	dark	theme	or	a	third-party	app.	In	Windows,	it	is	very	easy	to	turn	the	dark	mode	on	and	off.	We	will	cover	the	many	different	ways	to	do	it	for	the	entire	system,	as	well	as	individual	apps.	Also	read:	15	Tips	to	Use	and	Customize	Windows	11	Start	Menu	Like	a	Pro	At	present,	there	are	four	different	native	methods	in	Windows	to	enable	or
disable	the	dark	mode.	Whether	you	prefer	a	light	or	dark	theme,	or	a	bit	of	both,	the	choice	is	up	to	you.	Through	system-wide	dark	mode	settingsUsing	contrast	themesThrough	solid	color	dark	themesUsing	your	own	picture	album	or	theme-pack	from	Microsoft	Store	The	dark	mode	is	an	integral	design	element	in	Windows	11.	It	has	been
redesigned	to	support	light	and	dark	as	its	two	fundamental	color	modes.	You	can	implement	this	effect	at	a	system	level	as	shown	below.	From	the	Windows	search	menu,	open	a	system	settings	called	“Turn	on	dark	mode	for	apps.”	It	goes	to	the	Colors	option	under	Personalization	page.	Choose	your	mode	under	“Colors”	as	“Dark.”	On	the	other
hand,	if	you	want	to	reverse	the	dark	background	on	your	Windows	system	and	individual	apps,	choose	the	“Light”	mode	option.	While	you	can	use	the	exact	same	method	to	turn	on	dark	mode	on	Windows	10,	the	effect	isn’t	as	beautiful.	For	example,	the	Windows	11	search	menu	feels	very	soothing	under	dark	mode	which	is	a	far	cry	from	what	you
get	with	Windows	10.	Choosing	the	system-wide	dark	mode	has	a	noticeable	impact	on	the	File	Explorer	window	giving	it	a	pitch	black	background.	If	you	only	want	dark	on	your	taskbar	and	system	options,	but	not	within	the	File	Explorer,	choose	the	included	custom	mode	where	the	default	Windows	mode	is	“dark”	but	the	app	mode	is	“light.”	Also
read:	How	to	Get	Classic	Volume	Mixer	Back	in	Windows	11	Each	color	mode	in	Windows	11	is	complemented	by	neutral	color	values	and	accent	colors	to	emphasize	contrast.	Thus	you	can	use	them	to	enable	(or	disable)	high	contrast	themes.	This	can	be	helpful	to	those	who	have	astigmatism	or	eye	problems	caused	by	screen	dependency.	Contrast
themes	can	be	accessed	from	Windows	search	menu.	The	option	is	available	under	Accessibility	within	“System	Settings.”	Currently,	there	are	four	different	contrast	themes	supported	in	Windows	11:	Aquatic,	Desert,	Dusk,	and	Night	sky.	Choose	“Dusk”	to	disable	the	dark	mode	while	the	remaining	options	will	turn	it	back	on.	After	selecting	the
desired	contrast	theme,	click	“Apply”	to	confirm.	You	can	also	use	the	keyboard	shortcut	Alt	+	Left	Shift	+	PrintScreen	to	turn	a	contrast	theme	on	and	off.	The	resulting	contrast	theme	in	Windows	dark	mode	renders	a	pitch	black	color	with	white	text.	This	makes	the	text	and	apps	easier	to	see.	Also	read:	How	to	Safely	Bypass	the	TPM	2.0
Requirement	in	Windows	11	As	with	high	contrast	themes,	you	can	also	choose	a	solid	color	dark	background	to	have	similar	impact	on	your	Windows	system.	It	is	like	adding	a	paintbrush	effect	on	your	desktop	screen.	Go	to	“Themes	and	related	settings”	from	the	Windows	search	menu.	It	will	go	to	“Background”	menu	under	“Personalization.”	Click
“Personalize	your	background”	and	from	the	drop-down	menu,	go	for	the	“Solid	color”	option.	Choose	a	black	solid	color	from	the	palette	for	your	new	background.	You	can	select	any	other	dark	color	variations	if	you	don’t	like	a	pitch	black	background.	The	Windows	desktop	and	other	system	settings	will	assume	a	solid	color	dark	background.	To
turn	it	off,	just	return	to	“Personalize	your	background”	and	select	“Picture”	which	will	take	you	back	to	your	default	background.	Also	read:	Why	Encryption	Is	Not	Working	on	Windows	11	Home,	and	How	to	Fix	It	If	you	found	attractive	dark	themes	in	Microsoft	Store	or	have	saved	one	to	a	picture	album,	it	is	easy	to	use	them	as	your	default	themes
in	Windows	11/10.	Go	back	to	“Personalization->	Themes”	and	look	under	“Current	theme”	for	an	option	called	“Get	more	options	from	Microsoft	Store.”	Click	on	“Browse	themes”	which	will	take	you	to	a	list	of	latest	dark	themes	available	with	Store.On	the	other	hand,	if	you	have	a	saved	dark	picture	album,	you	can	go	to	“Personalization–>
Background”	to	import	it	into	the	PC	folder	by	pressing	on	“Browse”.	For	those	using	Microsoft	Store,	choose	your	desirable	dark	mode	theme	and	click	“Get.”	Wait	a	few	seconds	for	the	theme	to	install	on	your	device.	You	can	always	change	over	the	chosen	dark	mode	theme	Also	read:	How	to	Use	Windows	11	without	a	Microsoft	Account	A	dark
theme	drastically	changes	the	way	content	is	laid	out	on	your	computer	screen.	Apart	from	system-wide	settings	changes,	you	can	implement	the	dark	theme	for	common	Microsoft	apps.	It	is	very	easy	to	enable	or	disable	the	dark	mode	in	Microsoft	Edge	browser.	Go	to	edge://settings/appearance	from	the	address	bar.	Choose	“dark”	as	the	overall
appearance	on	the	browser.	To	remove	it,	simply	go	back	to	the	“System	default.”	If	using	Google	Chrome	in	Windows,	click	on	“Settings”	followed	by	“Personalization->	Colors”	to	select	the	dark	mode	for	Chrome.	Also	read:	Everything	You	Need	to	Know	About	Windows	11	Context	Menus	Notepad	is	a	very	familiar	and	commonly	used	application.
From	Windows	11	onward,	you	can	now	set	it	in	dark	mode.	To	do	this,	open	Notepad	(preferably	in	Admin	mode	from	the	search	menu)	and	click	the	“Settings”	gear	icon.	In	“Settings,”	under	“App	theme”,	select	the	dark	theme	to	display	on	Notepad.	To	undo	this	change,	simply	click	“Use	system	setting.”	The	dark	mode	for	Notepad	in	Windows	11
comes	with	a	beautiful	high	contrast	which	makes	the	white	text	appear	more	readable.	Also	read:	How	to	Downgrade	from	Windows	11	to	Windows	10	If	you’re	using	Microsoft	Office	with	Windows,	you	can	switch	it	on	to	a	dark	mode.	The	good	thing	is	that	implementing	the	dark	mode	in	any	one	Microsoft	Office	application	brings	about	a	change
across	the	rest.	Open	Word	(or	any	other	Office	program)	and	click	“File”.	This	will	take	you	to	the	homescreen	from	where	you	can	select	“Account.”	Under	“Office	Theme,”	go	for	a	“Black”	background	instead	of	any	previous	light	version.	You	can	also	opt	for	a	less	intrusive	“Dark	grey”	background.”	To	undo	the	black	theme,	go	back	to	“Account	–>
Office	Theme”	and	select	“Use	system	setting.”	Microsoft	Word	in	dark	mode	under	black	theme	presents	a	pitch	black	background	contrasted	by	a	white	color	font.	The	same	dark	mode	is	carried	over	to	Excel,	PowerPoint,	OneNote	and	any	other	Office	applications.	Also	read:	How	to	Change	Windows	11	Default	Apps	and	Browser	As	there	are	many
custom	dark	themes	available	on	a	Windows	device,	you	don’t	need	to	limit	yourself	to	the	preinstalled	ones.	Dark	mode	in	Windows	indeed	comes	in	many	variations.	Whether	you’re	looking	for	a	soothing	black	background,	a	monitor	screen	that	dims	automatically,	or	one	that	is	more	responsive	to	the	time	of	day,	we	bring	you	some	great	examples
below.	The	Windows	Auto	Dark	Mode	is	one	of	the	most	well-known	and	feature-rich	third	party	apps	which	supports	both	Windows	10	and	Windows	11.	You	can	use	it	to	schedule	a	specific	time	duration	when	you’d	want	the	dark	mode	enabled,	which	can	be	set	for	sunset	to	sunrise,	or	vice	versa.	The	app	has	many	advanced	features	such	as	an
option	that	excludes	gamers.	You	can	set	light	and	dark	offsets	based	on	what	is	most	comfortable.	It	also	lets	you	customize	the	dark	or	light	mode	for	specific	apps.	Also	read:	12	Reasons	Why	You	Should	Upgrade	to	Windows	11	Is	the	screen	glare	too	much	for	you?	Sometimes	all	we	wish	to	do	is	dim	the	monitor	lights	slightly	without	using	the
actual	buttons.	This	is	where	Night	Mode	for	Windows	can	really	help	as	it	has	been	designed	to	decrease	or	increase	your	monitor	brightness	depending	on	how	you	want	it	at	the	moment.	Just	choose	the	app	Options	from	System	tray	and	move	the	sliders	to	its	desired	dimming	level.	Note:	The	Night	Mode	app	supports	dimming	up	to	100%	which
can	make	everything	invisible.	If	you	did	it	accidentally,	restart	the	PC	using	Ctrl	+	Alt	+	Del.	Darker	is	a	simple	and	reliable	app	that	changes	the	system	and	app	theme	from	“light”	to	“dark”	as	per	your	choice.	If	you	want	to	have	a	system-wide	dark/light	change	on	your	Windows	10	device	as	it	doesn’t	support	it	as	good	as	Windows	11,	Darker	will
come	to	your	rescue.	You	can	either	choose	to	have	a	dark	background	for	the	system,	the	app,	or	both.	Also	read:	11	Legitimate	Windows	Processes	that	Can	Look	Like	Malware	If	your	Windows	device	is	unable	to	display	the	dark	theme	in	File	Explorer	despite	the	system-wide	changes,	it	means	your	current	Windows	build	version	does	not	support
the	dark	mode.	This	is	a	problem	mostly	affecting	Windows	10	devices	as	Windows	11	supports	the	dark	mode	out-of-the-box	itself.	To	deal	with	the	problem,	finish	installing	any	pending	updates	on	your	Windows	PC	and	go	to	“Personalization->	Colors”	and	select	the	default	app	mode	as	“Light.”	Now	restart	the	PC	and	you	will	be	able	to	switch
back	the	default	app	mode	to	a	“dark”	theme.	Depending	on	the	display	type,	a	dark	theme	on	your	Windows	device	may	help	reduce	eye	strain	and	prolong	the	device	battery	life.	This	is	particularly	true	if	your	Windows	laptop	comes	with	an	OLED	or	AMOLED	display	as	it	has	low	blue	light	emissions	and	flickers.	So	a	dark	mode	is	much	better	for
these	latest	screens.	If	you	have	a	conventional	LCD	monitor,	you	won’t	benefit	much	from	the	dark	theme.	However,	a	dark	mode	is	still	more	comfortable	to	the	eyes	especially	at	night	time.	If	you’re	looking	for	more	options	beyond	dark	themes,	you	should	check	out	our	best	collection	ranging	from	macOS	Monterrey	to	Penumbra	and	Lab.	Also	we
have	a	series	of	cool	4K	wallpaper	backgrounds	that	will	complement	those	themes.	Image	credit:	Enabling	dark	mode	in	Windows	10	is	simple	and	can	be	accomplished	in	just	a	few	clicks.	First,	you’ll	need	to	access	the	Settings	menu,	then	navigate	to	Personalization,	and	finally	select	the	Colors	tab	to	turn	on	the	dark	mode.	Follow	these
straightforward	steps	to	enjoy	a	more	eye-friendly	interface.	How	to	Enable	Dark	Mode	in	Windows	10	In	this	section,	you’ll	find	a	step-by-step	guide	to	enable	dark	mode	in	Windows	10.	This	will	help	reduce	eye	strain	and	give	your	display	a	sleek,	modern	look.	Step	1:	Open	the	Settings	menu	Click	on	the	Start	menu	and	select	the	gear	icon	to	open
the	Settings.	This	is	your	gateway	to	all	customization	options	in	Windows	10.	You	can	also	use	the	shortcut	Win	+	I	to	access	it	quickly.	Step	2:	Navigate	to	Personalization	In	the	Settings	menu,	click	on	"Personalization."	This	section	lets	you	change	the	look	and	feel	of	your	Windows	environment,	from	your	background	to	your	theme	colors.	Step	3:
Select	the	Colors	tab	Once	in	Personalization,	click	on	the	"Colors"	tab	on	the	left	sidebar.	This	tab	is	where	you	can	manage	all	the	color	settings,	including	setting	the	dark	mode.	Step	4:	Choose	your	color	Under	the	"Choose	your	color"	dropdown,	select	"Dark."	This	will	immediately	switch	your	system	to	dark	mode,	applying	the	setting	across
various	elements	of	the	Windows	interface.	Step	5:	Apply	to	system	and	apps	Scroll	down	and	choose	whether	you	want	to	apply	dark	mode	to	system	elements,	apps,	or	both.	Selecting	both	will	give	you	a	consistent	dark	theme	across	all	parts	of	Windows,	making	for	a	visually	cohesive	experience.	After	completing	these	steps,	your	Windows	10
should	now	be	in	dark	mode,	providing	a	more	comfortable	viewing	experience,	especially	in	low-light	conditions.	Tips	for	Enabling	Dark	Mode	in	Windows	10	Dark	mode	is	easier	on	the	eyes	in	dimly	lit	environments.	It	can	help	save	battery	life	on	laptops	with	OLED	screens.	Some	apps	might	need	to	be	restarted	to	fully	apply	the	dark	mode.	You
can	toggle	between	light	and	dark	modes	whenever	you	want.	Experiment	with	the	"Custom"	option	for	a	mix	of	light	and	dark	elements.	Frequently	Asked	Questions	Is	dark	mode	available	in	all	versions	of	Windows	10?	Yes,	dark	mode	is	available	in	all	versions	of	Windows	10,	but	you	should	ensure	your	system	is	updated	to	the	latest	version	for	the
best	experience.	Will	dark	mode	change	the	look	of	all	my	apps?	Many	built-in	apps	and	some	third-party	apps	support	dark	mode,	but	not	all	apps	will	change	their	appearance.	Can	I	schedule	dark	mode	to	turn	on	and	off?	As	of	now,	Windows	10	does	not	have	a	native	scheduling	feature	for	dark	mode,	but	third-party	apps	can	provide	this
functionality.	Does	dark	mode	save	battery	life?	Yes,	especially	on	devices	with	OLED	screens,	as	dark	mode	reduces	the	amount	of	light	emitted	from	the	screen.	Can	I	customize	the	dark	mode	further?	You	can	tweak	the	accent	colors	and	choose	which	parts	of	Windows	use	dark	mode,	but	deep	customization	might	require	third-party	tools.
Summary	Open	the	Settings	menu.	Navigate	to	Personalization.	Select	the	Colors	tab.	Choose	your	color.	Apply	to	system	and	apps.	Conclusion	There	you	have	it—a	simple	way	to	enable	dark	mode	in	Windows	10.	This	feature	not	only	makes	your	computer	look	cool	but	also	helps	reduce	eye	strain.	Whether	you’re	working	late	at	night	or	just	prefer
a	darker	aesthetic,	dark	mode	can	be	a	great	addition	to	your	Windows	experience.	Don’t	forget	that	you	can	always	toggle	back	to	light	mode	if	dark	isn’t	your	thing.	Also,	keep	an	eye	out	for	updates,	as	Microsoft	often	adds	new	customization	features.	Dive	into	your	settings	and	make	your	Windows	experience	uniquely	yours!	If	you	found	this	guide
helpful,	why	not	explore	other	customization	options	in	Windows	10?	There’s	a	world	of	settings	to	make	your	computer	work	exactly	the	way	you	want.	Happy	customizing!	Matt	Jacobs	has	been	working	as	an	IT	consultant	for	small	businesses	since	receiving	his	Master’s	degree	in	2003.	While	he	still	does	some	consulting	work,	his	primary	focus
now	is	on	creating	technology	support	content	for	SupportYourTech.com.	His	work	can	be	found	on	many	websites	and	focuses	on	topics	such	as	Microsoft	Office,	Apple	devices,	Android	devices,	Photoshop,	and	more.	Did	you	know	that	Windows	10	has	a	Dark	Mode?	Having	been	present	in	the	operating	system	for	quite	a	while,	it	has	seen
significant	improvements	since	its	introduction	in	2016.	This	mode	transforms	the	interface	from	white	to	black,	enhancing	usability	in	low-light	environments	and	when	working	during	the	night.	It’s	also	great	for	those	who	simply	prefer	the	way	of	the	Dark	Force.		Without	further	introductions,	let’s	see	how	to	enable	Dark	Mode	in	Windows	10,	how
to	customize	it,	and	how	to	remove	Dark	Mode	on	your	laptop	or	desktop	computer:	Although	Dark	Mode	has	been	a	feature	in	Windows	10	for	quite	some	time,	its	current	appearance	and	customization	options	have	significantly	improved	since	the	early	versions.	For	this	tutorial,	I	am	using	the	latest	and	last	Windows	10	version,	22H2,	released	in
2022.	If	your	interface	looks	different	from	the	one	in	the	screenshots	provided,	you	might	be	using	an	older	version	of	the	operating	system.	In	that	case,	you	should	update	your	system	using	the	Windows	10	Update	Assistant.	Dark	Mode	in	Windows	10	version	22H2	When	you	enable	Dark	Mode	in	Windows	10,	the	operating	system	and	many	of	its
apps	switch	to	darker	visuals.	The	most	noticeable	changes	are:	The	plain	white	background	in	apps	turns	dark	(black	or	dark	gray).	Menu	backgrounds	change	from	white	to	dark.	Scrollbars	in	apps	become	gray.	Default	black	text	displayed	in	apps	turns	white.	How	the	Dark	Mode	looks	in	Windows	10	Now…	before	we	go	ahead,	I’d	like	to	make	one
thing	clear:	Dark	Mode	is	not	the	same	thing	as	Night	Light.	This	is	a	separate	feature	designed	to	reduce	eye	strain	and	improve	sleep	quality.	It	does	so	by	decreasing	the	amount	of	blue	light	emitted	from	your	screen.	Blue	light	can	alter	your	circadian	rhythm,	making	it	difficult	for	you	to	fall	asleep.	When	enabled,	Night	Light	makes	the	screen
display	warmer	tones.	If	you	want	to	learn	how	to	enable	or	how	to	turn	off	Night	Light	for	your	screen	on	Windows	10,	read	this	guide	instead:	Night	light:	What	it	does	and	how	to	use	it.	Dark	Mode	is	not	the	same	as	Night	Light	Having	said	all	that,	let’s	see…	If	you	want	to	enable	Dark	Mode	in	Windows	10,	first	open	the	Settings	app	(Windows	+
I).	Then,	go	to	the	Personalization	section.	Open	Settings	and	go	to	Personalization	In	the	left	sidebar,	select	Colors.	On	the	right,	you’ll	see	several	settings	related	to	colors.	Go	to	Colors	There	are	two	ways	to	enable	Dark	Mode.	The	fastest	is	to	select	Dark	in	the	Choose	your	color	dropdown	list.	When	you	do	that,	the	Dark	Mode	is	applied
immediately	to	Windows	10	and	the	apps	that	support	it.	Choose	Dark	as	your	color	Another	method	to	enable	the	Dark	Mode	is	to	select	Custom	in	the	Choose	your	color	dropdown	list,	and	then	check	the	Dark	option	for	both	“Choose	your	default	Windows	mode”	and	“Choose	your	default	app	mode.”	Windows	10	gives	you	two	independent	options
for	greater	flexibility.	The	first	option	turns	on	Dark	Mode	only	for	the	Windows	10	user	interface,	while	the	second	enables	it	just	for	the	apps	that	support	Dark	Mode.	Another	way	to	enable	Dark	Mode	in	Windows	10	Regardless	of	how	you’ve	decided	to	turn	on	Dark	Mode,	once	you	do	that,	you	can	also	set	whether	you	want	Transparency	effects
by	enabling	or	disabling	their	switch.	Enable	or	turn	off	Transparency	effects	If	you	scroll	down	a	bit,	you	can	also	choose	an	accent	color.	Choose	your	accent	color	Under	the	list	of	Colors,	you	can	also	decide	where	the	accent	color	gets	applied:	Start,	taskbar,	and	action	center	Title	bars	and	window	borders	Set	where	the	accent	color	gets	applied
Experiment	with	the	transparency	effects	and	the	accent	color,	and	set	them	as	you	wish.	When	you’re	done,	close	Settings	and	the	Dark	Mode	will	remain	activated	using	the	personalization	settings	you’ve	chosen.	If	you’re	bored	by	the	Dark	Mode,	you	may	want	to	disable	it	and	switch	to	Light	Mode.	While	we	covered	all	the	steps	in	the	How	to
enable	or	disable	the	Light	Mode	in	Windows	10	tutorial,	here’s	a	quick	rundown	of	what	you’ll	need	to	do:	Open	Settings	on	your	Windows	10	computer	and	go	to	Personalization.	Select	Colors	in	the	left	sidebar,	then	Light	in	the	Choose	your	color	dropdown	list	on	the	right.	This	will	immediately	remove	the	Dark	Mode	from	your	laptop,	desktop	PC,
or	tablet.	How	to	get	Microsoft	Windows	10	out	of	Dark	Mode	Alternatively,	you	can	also	get	Microsoft	Windows	10	out	of	Dark	Mode	by	selecting	the	following	options:	Choose	Custom	in	the	Choose	your	color	dropdown	list.	Select	Light	under	“Choose	your	default	Windows	mode.”	Check	the	Light	option	under	“Choose	your	default	app	mode.”	Note
that,	if	you	prefer,	you	can	also	choose	to	keep	the	Dark	Mode	only	for	the	Windows	10	interface,	but	switch	to	Light	Mode	for	the	apps.	The	other	way	around	too.	Turn	off	the	Dark	Mode	in	Windows	10	Scroll	down	a	bit	and	experiment	with	the	transparency	effects	and	the	accent	colors,	as	explained	in	the	previous	section	of	this	guide.	When
enabled,	the	Dark	Mode	is	applied	to	many	parts	of	Windows	10:	Start	Menu,	Search,	Settings,	File	Explorer,	and	many	built-in	and	third-party	apps	like	Calculator,	Photos,	Outlook,	Microsoft	Store,	and	Facebook	Messenger.	The	number	of	apps	supporting	Dark	Mode	continues	to	grow	as	more	and	more	software	developers	implement	this	feature.
File	Explorer	in	Dark	Mode	Microsoft	Office	applications,	including	Word,	Excel,	and	PowerPoint,	can	also	use	Dark	Mode,	which	reduces	the	strain	on	your	eyes	when	working	for	long	periods	of	time.	To	learn	how	to	enable	Dark	Mode	in	Microsoft	Office,	read	this	tutorial:	How	to	enable	the	Dark	Mode	in	Microsoft	Office	(change	themes	and
backgrounds).	Microsoft	Office	(Word)	in	Dark	Mode	Similarly,	Microsoft	Edge	can	be	set	to	respect	the	Dark	Mode	settings	configured	in	Windows	10.	If	you	want	Edge	to	automatically	adjust	its	appearance	to	match	your	operating	system’s	settings	and	provide	a	consistent	look,	follow	the	steps	in	this	guide:	How	to	turn	on	and	off	Dark	Mode	in
Microsoft	Edge.	Microsoft	Edge	in	Dark	Mode	And	now,	as	I’ve	reached	the	end	of	this	article,	I’d	like	to	ask	you…	The	Dark	Mode	can	be	a	cool	way	to	use	Windows	10.	It	can	be	easier	on	the	eyes,	it	can	make	the	apps	more	readable,	and,	in	my	opinion,	look	better	than	Light	Mode.	However,	according	to	Wired,	Dark	Mode	might	not	be	as	good	for
your	eyes	as	you	might	think.	Before	closing	this	tutorial,	I’d	love	to	hear	your	thoughts.	Which	mode	do	you	prefer	and	why?	Are	you	a	fan	of	the	dark	side,	or	do	you	prefer	light	as	it’s	the	only	path	forward?		Comment	below,	and	let’s	talk	about	it.	Windows	10	Dark	mode	settings	To	enable	the	Dark	mode	on	Windows	10,	open	Settings	(Windows	key
+	I)	>	Personalization	>	Colors	and	choose	“Dark.”	Or,	with	or	without	a	Windows	10	activation,	you	can	turn	on	the	Dark	mode	by	setting	the	“AppsUseLightTheme”	and	“SystemUsesLightTheme”	DWORD	values	to	“0”	in	the	Registry.	UPDATED	12/11/2023:	On	Windows	10,	you	can	enable	the	Dark	color	system	mode	in	two	ways	using	the	Settings
app	and	Registry,	and	in	this	guide,	I’ll	walk	you	through	the	steps	to	apply	this	configuration	on	your	device	to	personalize	your	desktop	experience.	When	turning	on	the	dark	mode,	the	elements	on	the	desktop,	such	as	the	Start	menu,	Taskbar,	File	Explorer,	and	most	apps,	will	change	to	the	dark	color	scheme	with	white	fonts	while	still	retaining
the	color	accent.		If	you	want	to	switch	from	light	to	dark	mode,	Windows	10	makes	it	easier	to	change	the	settings	from	the	Settings	app.	Also,	if	you	want	to	create	a	script	to	change	this	setting	or	enable	dark	mode	on	an	installation	without	activation,	you	must	use	the	Registry	to	enable	the	color	mode.	In	this	guide,	I’ll	show	you	the	steps	to
switch	from	the	light	to	the	dark	mode	on	Windows	10.	Warning:	Modifying	the	Registry	can	cause	severe	problems	if	improperly	used.	It	is	assumed	you	know	what	you	are	doing	and	have	created	a	system	backup	before	proceeding.	Enable	Dark	mode	on	Windows	10	from	Settings	To	enable	Dark	mode	on	Windows	10,	use	these	steps:	Open
Settings	on	Windows	10.	Click	on	Personalization.	Click	on	Colors.	Choose	the	Dark	option	in	the	“Choose	your	color”	setting.	(Optional)	Choose	a	darker	color	accent	in	the	“Choose	your	accent	color”	setting.	Quick	tip:	When	selecting	a	color,	consider	that	the	color	you	choose	can	affect	the	visibility	of	some	elements,	so	pick	the	color	carefully.
(Optional)	Clear	the	“Title	bars	and	window	borders”	setting	under	the	“Show	accent	color	on	the	following	surfaces”	section	to	use	the	dark	color	for	these	elements.	Once	you	complete	the	steps,	Windows	10	elements	will	switch	to	the	dark	color	scheme,	and	apps	configured	to	follow	the	system	color	will	also	switch	to	the	current	mode,	including
File	Explorer,	the	Settings	app,	Microsoft	Edge,	and	even	Google	Chrome	and	Mozilla	Firefox.	Some	applications	may	not	follow	the	color	system	mode.	If	this	is	the	case,	you	will	have	to	change	the	color	settings	from	the	application.	For	example,	on	apps	from	the	Microsoft	Store,	the	option	should	be	available	on	the	Settings	>	App	theme.	Enable
Dark	mode	on	Windows	10	from	Registry	To	switch	to	the	Windows	10	dark	mode	(with	or	without	an	activation)	from	the	Registry,	use	these	steps:	Open	Start.	Search	for	the	regedit	and	click	the	top	result	to	open	the	Registry	Editor.	Browse	the	following	path:
HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\Microsoft\Windows\CurrentVersion\Themes\Personalize	Double-click	to	open	the	“AppsUseLightTheme”	DWORD	and	set	its	value	from	1	to	0.	Click	the	OK	button.	Double-click	to	open	the	“SystemUsesLightTheme”	DWORD	and	set	its	value	from	1	to	0.	Click	the	OK	button.	After	you	complete	the	steps,	the	app	and
system	mode	should	switch	to	the	dark	color	on	Windows	10,	regardless	of	whether	your	installation	is	activated.	If	you	change	your	mind,	you	can	always	revert	the	changes	using	the	same	instructions,	but	on	steps	4	and	6,	set	the	value	of	the	DWORD	to	“1.”	Update	December	11,	2023:	This	guide	has	been	updated	to	ensure	it’s	accurate	and
reflects	the	new	changes.	I	hope	you	found	this	site	helpful.	Before	you	move	on,	I	wanted	to	ask	if	you	would	consider	supporting	my	work.	As	an	independent	site,	producing	content	takes	a	lot	of	work	and	dedication,	and	because	of	those	using	adblockers	and	AI,	advertising	revenue	is	falling	fast.	Unlike	many	other	sites,	there	is	no	paywall
blocking	readers	here,	so	you	can	see	why	your	help	is	needed.	With	your	support,	I	can	continue	the	work	I	love	doing.	Thank	you.	I	need	your	support	♥	Donate	Why	You	Can	Trust	Pureinfotech	The	author	combines	expert	insights	with	user-centric	guidance,	rigorously	researching	and	testing	to	ensure	you	receive	trustworthy,	easy-to-follow	tech
guides.	Review	the	publishing	process.	Difficulty	level:	BeginnerHow-ToWindows	10Windows	Help	Like	Windows	10,	Windows	11	comes	with	two	primary	options	for	its	menus,	settings,	and	other	primary	interface	elements:	dark	or	light.	While	it’s	easy	to	change	from	one	to	the	other,	it	isn’t	immediately	apparent	how	to	access	that	option.	That
said,	activating	dark	mode	is	a	“bonus”	option	in	our	guide	to	5	Windows	11	settings	worth	changing	immediately.	Here’s	how	you	do	it.Here’s	how	to	get	Windows	for	cheap	(or	even	for	free)From	the	Windows	11	desktop,	right-click	on	any	open	space	on	your	wallpaper,	then	click	“Personalization.”	Michael	Crider/IDGScroll	down	a	bit	and	click
“Colors.”	The	first	option	on	this	screen	Is	“Choose	your	mode.”	This	is	what	you’re	looking	for,	more	or	less.	You’ve	got	three	options:	Light	—	most	backgrounds	and	visual	elements	will	be	white	or	light	greyDark	—	most	backgrounds	and	visual	elements	will	be	shades	of	dark	greyCustom	—	choose	between	Light	and	Dark	modes	for	both	Windows
settings	menus	and	appsMichael	Crider/IDGMost	people	will	probably	prefer	either	light	mode	or	dark	mode	for	both,	but	you	can	mix	and	match	using	the	Custom	setting.	For	example,	here’s	a	Custom	setup	with	the	Windows	taskbar	and	Start	menu	set	to	dark	and	apps	set	to	light:Michael	Crider/IDGAnd	here’s	the	opposite	configuration:Michael
Crider/IDGNote	that	not	every	app	supports	automatically	switching	between	light	and	dark	modes	with	Windows.Scrolling	down	a	little	further,	you	can	customize	your	PC’s	theme	even	more	by	choosing	an	accent	color.	This	is	the	color	(and	related	colors)	that	will	appear	on	Windows	elements	that	require	contrast	to	be	easily	visible,	like	the
notification	icon	in	the	bottom-right	corner	of	the	taskbar,	or	the	selected	buttons	on	the	Action	Bar.	By	default	Windows	11	will	choose	an	accent	color	based	on	the	colors	of	your	desktop	wallpaper.	This	tends	to	look	pretty	good	and	contributes	to	a	consistent	overall	theme.Michael	Crider/IDGBut	if	you’re	not	thrilled	with	the	automatic	choice,	you
can	select	“Manual”	from	the	drop-down	bar	on	the	right.	If	even	the	tiles	on	the	main	view	aren’t	enough,	you	can	scroll	down	to	Custom	colors	and	click	“View	colors”	to	choose	from	an	RGB	palette.The	last	options	are	to	apply	your	accent	color	to	your	Start	menu	and	taskbar,	and	to	show	an	accent	color	on	title	bars	and	window	borders.	This
lessens	some	of	the	transparency	of	Windows	11,	and	makes	it	look	more	like	some	of	the	older	versions	of	the	operating	system.	It	looks	like	this:Michael	Crider/IDGAll	of	these	options	are	cosmetic	—	they	won’t	affect	how	your	computer	performs	at	all	—	and	can	be	adjusted	or	undone	at	any	time.	Credit:	A9	Studio	-	Shutterstock	Like	almost	every
other	major	operating	system	currently	available,	Windows	11	offers	users	light	and	dark	mode	interface	options.	Light	mode	is	turned	on	by	default,	but	dark	mode	can	be	easier	on	the	eyes,	especially	in	dimly	lit	rooms	or	at	night.	In	some	cases,	it	even	reduces	how	much	power	your	device’s	display	uses.	Here's	how	to	turn	it	on	in	Windows	11.Turn
on	Dark	mode	in	Windows	11To	turn	on	Dark	mode	in	Windows	11:Open	Settings	from	the	Start	menu	or	with	the	Win+i	shortcut	on	your	keyboard.Select	Personalization	from	the	list	on	the	left-hand	side.	Credit:	Jake	Peterson	Select	Colors	in	the	Personalization	menu.Click	Choose	Your	Mode	and	select	Dark	from	the	drop-down	list.	Credit:	Jake
Peterson	While	easy,	this	only	applies	Windows	11's	standard	Dark	mode	settings.	You	can	actually	customize	things	a	little	bit	more.Use	a	pre-made	Windows	11	themeLike	Windows	10,	Windows	11	lets	you	apply	unique	themes	that	change	everything	about	the	interface	in	one	swoop—the	wallpaper,	menu	and	folder	colors,	accent	colors,	icons,	and
more.	Here's	how	to	get	to	them:Go	to	Settings	>	System	>	Personalization	using	the	same	method	above.Click	on	Themes	in	the	menu	list.	Select	the	theme	you	want	from	the	Current	Theme	drop-down	menu.	The	“Windows	(Dark)”	theme	is	probably	the	safest	bet,	but	several	others	also	offer	dark	mode-like	color	schemes.If	you	don’t	like	any	of	the
pre-included	options,	click	Browse	Themes	to	view	and	download	additional	themes	from	the	Microsoft	Store.	Once	you	have	selected	your	new	theme,	click	Apply	to	enable	it.Customize	theme	colorsIf	you	aren’t	a	fan	of	the	base	Dark	Mode	settings,	or	just	don’t	want	to	use	Dark	Mode	across	all	your	windows	and	apps,	you	can	customize	your
theme's	colors.	Open	Settings	and	select	Personalization	from	the	list	on	the	left-hand	side.Select	Colors	in	the	Personalization	window.	Credit:	Jake	Peterson	Click	Choose	Your	Mode	and	select	Custom	from	the	drop-down	list.Select	Dark	or	Light	for	the	theme	that	Windows	and	Menus	will	use.	This	will	allow	apps	to	use	whatever	mode	you	have	set
up	for	them,	without	Windows	trying	to	take	over.You	can	also	select	an	Accent	Color	by	changing	it	to	Manual.	Credit:	Jake	Peterson	Click	View	Colors	and	use	the	color	picker	to	find	the	color	you	like	best.Use	the	toggle	options	to	select	which	borders	you	want	to	apply	the	accent	to.Use	a	Contrast	themeWindows	11’s	personalization	settings	also
include	“Contrast	themes,”	which	are	designed	for	users	with	specific	vision-based	accessibility	requirements.	As	the	name	implies,	Contrast	themes	use	contrasting	color	combinations	that	make	it	easier	to	read	text	against	the	background	(either	light	text	and	dark	backgrounds	for	menus,	or	dark	text	and	light	backgrounds).	Many	of	them	will	also
work	as	dark	themes.You	can	toggle	contrast	themes	on	or	off	at	any	time	by	pressing	the	left	Alt	+	left	Shift	+	Print	Screen	keys,	but	turning	them	on	in	the	Windows	settings	menu	will	allow	you	to	edit	them.	There	are	two	ways	to	find	the	Contrast	themes	menu:The	first	method	can	be	found	by	navigating	to	Settings	>	System	>	Personalization	>
Themes	>	Contrast	themes.	Alternately,	just	navigate	to	Settings	>	Accessibility	>	Contrast	themes.	Once	in	the	Contrast	themes	menu,	select	the	color	scheme	that	you	like	best	from	the	drop-down	menu.	Click	“Edit”	to	customize	your	contrast	theme.	Enable	or	disable	dark	mode	on	Windows	11	by	opening	the	Settings	app	and	navigating	to
Personalization	>	Colors.	Enhance	the	dark	mode	experience	by	changing	your	PC's	theme	to	a	darker	one	under	the	"Select	a	Theme	to	Apply"	section	in	Personalization.	To	disable	dark	mode	and	return	to	light	mode,	navigate	to	Settings	>	Personalization	>	Colors	and	select	"Light"	from	the	"Choose	Your	Mode"	drop-down	menu.	Want	to	give	your
eyes	a	break?	Windows	11	makes	it	easy	to	turn	all	your	onscreen	items	darkish	with	its	dark	mode.	We'll	show	you	how	to	enable	and	disable	this	mode	on	your	Windows	11	PC.	Enable	Dark	Mode	on	Windows	11	In	Windows	11,	you	can	activate	dark	mode	by	toggling	on	the	option	in	the	Settings	app.	To	do	that,	first,	open	the	Settings	app	on	your
PC.	Do	this	by	pressing	the	Windows+i	keys	at	the	same	time.	On	the	Settings	screen,	from	the	sidebar	to	the	left,	select	"Personalization."	On	the	"Personalization"	screen,	from	the	options	on	the	right	pane,	choose	"Colors."	The	Colors	screen	will	open.	Here,	click	the	"Choose	Your	Mode"	drop-down	menu	and	select	"Dark."	And	instantly,	Windows
11	will	enable	dark	mode	on	your	entire	PC.	The	Settings	page	you're	on	will	also	turn	darkish.	To	get	an	even	better	dark	mode	experience,	change	your	PC's	theme	to	a	darker	one.	You	can	do	this	by	going	into	the	"Personalization"	menu	on	the	Settings	screen.	At	the	top	of	the	Personalization	screen,	from	under	the	"Select	a	Theme	to	Apply"
section,	choose	the	"Windows	(Dark)"	theme.	And	Windows	11	will	apply	the	selected	dark	theme,	turning	pretty	much	everything	on	the	PC	darker!	Your	Start	menu	should	look	something	like	this	when	dark	mode	is	enabled:	To	disable	dark	mode	and	go	back	to	light	mode,	head	into	Settings	>	Personalization	>	Colors.	Then,	click	the	"Choose	Your
Mode"	drop-down	menu	and	select	"Light."	Click	"Personalization"	in	the	left	sidebar,	and	then	choose	the	"Windows	(Light)"	theme	from	the	top.	And	your	PC	is	back	to	the	original	Windows	11	light	mode!	Still	using	Windows	10	as	your	operating	system?	You	can	use	a	dark	theme	on	your	PC,	too.


