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Develop a French shopping vocabulary to gain a new cultural experience when traveling. Whether you're shopping for clothes, food, or souvenirs, you can use the following phrases in any French-speaking country to help you find just the right thing.The following phrases will be useful no matter what kind of shopping you plan on doing.Jaime celui-l. (I
like that one.) Merci, je ne fais que regarder. (No thank you, Im just looking.) Il narrive pas se dcider ce quil va acheter. (He cant decide what to buy.) Combien? (How much?) Payons la caisse. (Lets pay at the cash register.) In most French-speaking countries, it is customary to greet the store clerk with a polite Bonjour when entering a store. It's
considered rude not to do so.The following words can be used in a variety of shopping situations.argent (ahr-zhahn) [m] (money)caisse (kehs) [f] (the cash register)carte de crdit (kahr-tuh duh cray-dee) [f] (credit card)cher (shehr) (expensive)grand (grahNd) (big; tall; large)large (lahrzh) (large)marchand (mahr-shan) [m] (vendor)petit (puh-teet) (small;
short)porte-monnaie (pohrt-moh-neh) [m] (wallet)sac (sahk) [m] (bag)The first step to a successful shopping expedition is to know where to shop. In most French-speaking countries, there are open-air street markets (called march) where you can buy anything from fruits and vegetables to antiques and collectibles. But if you need to go to a specific
kind of store, the following terms can help.boucherie (boo-shree) [f] (butcher shop)boulangerie (boo-lahn-zhree) [f] (bakery)picerie (ay-pees-ree) [f] (grocery store; general store)ptisserie (pah-tees-ree) [f] (pastry shop)supermarch (sew-pehr-mahr-shay) [m] (supermarket)Shopping for foodIn most French-speaking countries, people go grocery shopping
every day to take advantage of the freshest produce and meats. Shopping for food can sound more exciting if you say:Je dois faire les provisions. (I have to go grocery shopping.) Il nous faut du lait, des oeufs, et du pain. (We need milk, eggs, and bread.) Will these items be on your grocery list?banane (ba-naN) [f] (banana)boeuf (buhf) [m] (beef)bire
(byehr) [f] (beer)eau (lo) [f] (water)fromage (fro-mazh) [m] (cheese)fruits (lay frwee) [m] (fruit)glace (glahs) [f] (ice cream)lgumes (lay-gewm) [m] (vegetables)pain (pan) [m] (bread)poisson (pwa-sohn) [m] (fish)pomme (pohm) [f] (apple)pommes de terre (pohm duh tehr) [f] (potatoes)porc (pohr) [m] (pork)poulet (poo-leh) [m] (chicken)tomate (to-maht)
[f] (tomato)viande (vyahnd) [f] (meat)vin (van) [m] (wine)Shopping for clothesThe French are known for their sense of style. So much so that many people travel to France just to shop for clothes. Clothing stores are generally called magasin (mah-gah-zan [m]) and department stores are called grand magasin (grahN mah-gah-zanN [m]).Here are some
phrases to help you shop for clothing in French-speaking countries.Ces montres sont chres. (These watches are expensive.) Je voudrais acheter ces chaussures. (I would like to purchase these shoes.) Combien cote cette chemise? (How much is this shirt?) Je cherche une jupe rouge. (Im looking for a red skirt.) Est-ce que ce pantalon est en solde? (Are
these pants on sale?) Puis-je retourner cet article? (May I return this item?) Puis-je payer comptant ou par carte de crdit? (Can I pay cash or credit?) Put these items of clothing in your suitcase:chapeau (shap-oh) [m] (hat)chemise (ewn shuh-meez) [f] (shirt)chemisier (shuh-mee-zyay) [m] (blouse)costume de bains (kohs-tewm duh ban) [m] (bathing
suit)cravate (krah-vaht) [f] (tie)impermable (an-pehr-may-ahbl) [m] (raincoat)jean (dzheen) [m] (jeans)jupe (zhewp) [f] (skirt)manteau (mahN-to) [m] (coat)pantalon (pahN-tah-lohN) [m] (slacks)pull (pewl) [m] (sweater)robe (rohb) [f] (dress)slip (sleep) [m] (underpants)sweat (sweet) [m] (sweatshirt)veste (vehst) [f] (jacket)baskets (bahs-keht) [f]
(sneakers)pointure (pwan-tewr) [f] (shoe size)bottes (boht) [f] (boots)Which of these colors appear most in your clothes closet?blanc (blahn) (white)bleu (bluh) [m] (blue)jaune (zhon) (yellow)marron (mah-rohN) (brown)noir (nwahr) [m] (black)orange (or-ahnzh) [f] (orange)rouge (roozh) (red)vert (vehr) (green)France is the ultimate destination for
lovers of la mode (fashion). Especially in January and in June, when the soldes (sales) arrive. Each one of these bi-annual sales lasts for just over a month, and they are perfect opportunities to upgrade your wardrobe.To help you navigate a Parisian shopping experience, here are some French shopping phrases to remember.ContentsAnd One More
Thing...Hellos and GoodbyesFirst of all, it is very important when entering any store to always greet the clerk or salesperson with a friendly Bonjour ! (Hello!). It is considered rude to not do this, as if you were entering someones home without greeting them.Likewise, when you leave a store always say Merci, au revoir ! (Thank you, good bye!). It
never hurts to add Bonne journe / fin de journe / soire. (Have a nice day/end of your day/evening.)Practice these and the other phrases in this post before you head out to be sure you get them right when the time comes. Find French shopping vlogs like this one from Just French It.Phrases to Plan Your French Shopping TripIm going shopping on
Saturday, want to come? Je vais faire du shopping samedi, tu veux venir ? Im going to see the sales this weekend, interested? Je vais voir les soldes ce week-end, a te dit ? Were going to see whats at Galeries Lafayette (one of the biggest department stores in Paris). On va faire un tour aux Galeries Lafayette. French Phrases to Talk About DealsA good
deal, inexpensive, cheap. Bon march. I got a good deal on these shoes this week. Jai achet ces chaussures bon march cette semaine. March can also be used a comparative or superlative.Im jealous, your dress was a better deal! Je suis jalouse, ta robe tait meilleur march ! Other terms to describe a good deal are: Une bonne affaire (A good deal) Un
bon rapport qualit-prix (Good bang for your buck) Un prix avantageux (A better price) Pas cher (Not expensive)On the other side, you can say something is cest de la camelote or une pacotille, meaning it is cheap junk.Finding SalesTo ask if there are any sales in the store: Est-ce quil y a des soldes ? (Are there sales?) Est-ce que vous avez des soldes ?
(Do you have any sales?)To ask if an item is on sale: Cest sold ? Cest en solde ? Paying and Asking for PricesHow much is it? Cest combien ? Combien a cote ? Can I pay by card? Est-ce que je peux payer par carte bancaire ? Je peux rgler par carte ? Im going to pay in cash. Je vais payer en liquide. Im going to check out, Im going to the cash register.
Je vais rgler, je vais la caisse. Can I have a bag? Est-ce que je peux avoir un sac ? Browsing and Looking for Specific ItemsA sales clerk, or vendeur , vendeuse , might ask you if you need help. Est-ce que je peux vous aider ? Or if youre looking for something in particular. Vous cherchez quelque chose en particulier ? You can say that youre just looking.
Non merci, je ne fais que regarder. (No thank you, Im only looking.) Non merci, je regarde tout simplement. (No thank you, Im just looking.)Or that youre looking for a green sweater. Oui, je cherche un pull vert. I need to buy a present for a friend. Je dois trouver un cadeau pour un ami. Sizes and ColorsDo you have this in a small? Est-ce que vous
lavez en S ? Im looking for these jeans in a 37. Je cherche ce jean en taille 37. **Note that jean in this case should be pronounced like the word jean in English.Do you have other sizes? Est-ce que vous avez dautres tailles ? I would like to see this dress but in black. Je voudrais voir cette robe mais en noir. Do you have this in other colors? Est-ce que
vous lavez en dautres couleurs ? Trying Things OnWhere are the dressing rooms? O sont les cabines ? Is there a mirror? Est-ce quil y a un miroir ? Im going to try on these pants. Je vais essayer ce pantalon. Its too tight! Cest trop serr ! Its a bit short, dont you think? Cest un peu court, nest-ce pas ? Thats way too big on you. Cest beaucoup trop large
pour vous. Making Crucial Shopping DecisionslI like this one the best. Jaime celui-ci le plus.I like this shirt a lot. Cette chemise me plat beaucoup. This color doesnt look good on me. Cette couleur ne me va pas trs bien. Its very elegant, very chic. Cest trs lgant, trs chic. Its interesting, its unique. (This can be used as a compliment or a subtle criticism.
People often say it when they dont like something but dont want to be rude. Listen carefully for sarcasm). Cest original. I love these shoes, Im going to get them. Jadore ces chaussures, je vais les prendre. I want to buy this jacket but its too expensive. Jai envie dacheter ce manteau mais je ne peux pas me le permettre. Im going to buy this purse even
if its too expensive. Je vais acheter ce sac main mmesi cest trop cher. You should get that skirt, it looks really good on you. Tu devrais acheter cette jupe, elle te va super bien. French Phrases for Returns and RefundsWhats your return policy? Quelle est votre politique pour les remboursements? I would like to exchange this for another size, please. Je
voudrais changer ceci pour une autre taille, sil vous plat. I would like to return this watch. Je voudrais retourner cette montre. Can I be reimbursed in cash? Je pourrais tre rembours/rembourse en liquide ? Remember to check the hours of the store youre going to and see if theyre open during the weekend. While some stores are open on Sundays,
especially in certain neighborhoods of Paris, the majority arent open. Opening hours are often extended during the sales and during the Christmas holidays.What time do you close? Vous fermez quelle heure ? Are you open on Sundays? Vous tes ouvert les dimanches ? Now just set your budget, bring your porte-monnaie or portefeuille (wallet) and
brave the stores, whether it be BHV, Galeries Lafayette, Chanel or Sandro!With these French shopping phrases, you should have the magic French touch in no time and be able to track down all the chic clothing you want at just the right price.Youre officially ready for shopping in France, during the sales and all times of the year! Bon shopping ! If
you like learning French at your own pace and from the comfort of your device, I have to tell you about FluentU.FluentU makes it easier (and way more fun) to learn French by making real content like movies and series accessible to learners. You can check out FluentU's curated video library, or bring our learning tools directly to Netflix or YouTube
with the FluentU Chrome extension.One of the features I find most helpful is the interactive captionsyou can tap on any word to see its meaning, an image, pronunciation, and other examples from different contexts. Its a great way to pick up French vocab without having to pause and look things up separately.FluentU also helps reinforce what youve
learned with personalized quizzes. You can swipe through extra examples and complete engaging exercises that adapt to your progress. You'll get extra practice with the words you find more challenging and even be reminded you when its time to review!You can use FluentU on your computer, tablet, or phone with our app for Apple or Android
devices. Click here to take advantage of our current sale! (Expires at the end of this month.) Shopping in France is like shopping anywhere in Europe. Yet there are a few things that can surprise first-time visitors.So, whether youre curious or gathering essential travel info, lets take a look at what you can expect when shopping in France. Especially
anything which might be done differently back home. Shops sell everything youll ever look for, and you will be treated as a valued customer, despite the occasional unflattering report from frustrated tourists.But if you are going shopping in France for the first time, there are several things to consider so you dont return home empty-handed.An entire
book could be written on the opaque and often unique rules governing opening hours in French shops. Nobody would buy it, but it would make a hefty doorstop.Despite the myriad written and unwritten rules, there are some (near) universal rules that you can expect when shopping in France.Firstly, outside tourist areas, shopping in France is limited
on Sundays or public holidays, when operating hours are restricted by law. Nobody seems bothered. Sunday is widely valued as a day of leisure and lengthy family dinners in France, so few want to work or shop.A growing number of supermarkets, DIY, and gardening stores, are open on Sunday mornings. But dont be surprised if most shops, including
the local supermarket, is closed. Except in the run-up to Christmas when stores might open all weekend.Many small vendors like boulangeries (bakeries) will close for at least one day per week. Often Mondays. You may also find independent retailers operating unconventional opening hours during weekends.Partially living up to the stereotype, lunch
breaks are taken seriously in France. While most office workers wont enjoy an extended lunch, small stores will typically close for 2-3 hours at lunch and stay open in the early evening. Chain stores usually operate la journe continue, which means they stay open throughout the day.Night owls will also be disappointed when shopping in France. Most
retailers shut their doors between 7-9pm. Early risers should not expect anything other than the local boulangerie to open before 9 am.Of course, there are exceptions everywhere, particularly in tourist hotspots and in the South of France, where the Mediterranean climate suits later opening hours.Certain products in France are sold exclusively
through regulated businesses, notably medicines, tobacco, and gambling products. Alcohol gets a pass in wine-loving France and is sold everywhere, from supermarkets to vineyards.Although you cannot even pick up a packet of painkillers outside la pharmacie, you rarely have to look far to find one. Just look for a big green illuminated cross outside
the door, which can even be found in small villages.French pharmacies are well-stocked places where you can obtain professional advice. Queues often gather as elderly regulars discuss their ailments. They are very much part of the community.But watch the opening hours, as French pharmacies are also closed on Sundays, public holidays, and
evenings. If you need medicine urgently, check the nearest pharmacy window or online to get details of the emergency pharmacy that is always available the pharmacie de garde.In France, tobacco is only sold through a tabac (tobacconist), typically a bar tabac or a tabac journaux (newspaper vendor). They are usually the place to make a sports bet or
buy lottery tickets. A bar tabac will commonly have a separate serving section away from the bar area for purchasing tobacco products. Now weve got the need-to-know stuff out of the way, its time to look at the cultural oddities you might encounter when shopping in France. The kind of things that makes travelling the country so memorable. If you
picture France as a land of vibrant kitchens stocked with fresh, locally farmed, seasonal produce, you would be half right. Good food is highly prized in France, but the reality is most French people buy their groceries at supermarkets, like everybody else.There are over a dozen big supermarket chains in France, from local mini-marts to giant, we-sell-
everything hypermarkets (hypermarch). Prices are competitive and fresh food displays are colourful and abundant, making a trip to a French supermarket an illuminating insight into French life.If you get homesick, there is often an eccentrically stocked international food aisle. This can be an eye-opening revelation of what your fellow citizens miss
when travelling or a puzzling statement about how your national foods are perceived in France. Even this long-term resident is unsure. Although the quality in supermarkets is generally high, French foodies seek out top-tier chains like Monoprix and Grand Frais where the emphasis is on exceptional quality (for a price). Picard, a frozen food retailer,
is also known for its higher quality standards and for introducing international flavours to France.I said supermarkets are only half the story when shopping in France because small, artisan retailers continue to prosper in France.Colourful street markets are found in every town and even many villages. Dont expect to save money markets in France
are where you go to find fresh, seasonal, often local produce. Quality matters more than price. You can get a fuller flavour of street markets in France from our previous Street Markets In France post.Its not just markets that thrive in spite of rapacious supermarkets. You can still find several traditional types of food shops in towns and villages that
survive by delivering a service, choice, and, above all, a quality that is rarely found in faceless supermarkets.The undisputed queen of them all is the local boulangerie (bakery), usually with an inclusive ptisserie (pastry shop). No clich, the French love buying super-fresh bread. Put a baguette under your arm and you may pass for a local (just leave the
beret at home).Boulangeries are found everywhere. The quality usually ranges from good to extraordinaire and, if you enjoy food shopping in France, they are an unmissable part of the cultural experience. Supermarkets are cheaper, but unless you see a sign displaying Artisan Boulanger, you will be buying bread baked with premade dough shipped
from a central warehouse. Despite the challenges from supermarkets, other types of traditional food retailers are still commonplace, even in small towns and villages. It is not unusual to find a family-run boucherie (butchers) and charcutier (prepared meats/cold cuts). Often, they will be a traiteur (catering service) that sells individually prepared
meals (Frances answer to TV dinners).Giant covered shopping malls are rare outside the big cities of France. Small shopping malls often next to hypermarkets are more common.A lot of everyday shopping in France happens in sprawling outdoor shopping areas on the outskirts of towns.With most big brand stores located in out-of-town areas,
shopping in the heart of towns is often relaxed and crowd-free. It is typically where independent specialists or smaller chain stores are found. Not to mention a more relaxed vibe. Contrary to some notorious tales of snooty service, especially in Paris, shopping in France is usually a pleasant experience. Sale assistants may be less hurried than you
encounter in some countries, but they are generally helpful and often friendly. Except in Paris perhaps, which follows its own rules. Politeness is ingrained into French culture. This can be seen when shopping in France. From department stores to family-run enterprises, you will nearly always be greeted with a customary bonjour, followed by an au
revoir as you leave the store. Respond in kind, and chuck in a bonne journe (have a good day) for bonus points.In small shops, dont be surprised if other customers greet you and each other, even if theyve never met before.Although generally hands-off, shop assistants will usually ask if they can help you. A quick Non merci, je ne fais que regarder (No
thanks, Im only looking) will ensure you are left to browse. Should you need assistance, catch the attention of an assistant with an all-essential phrase for shopping in France, excuse-moi, sil-vous plait (excuse me, please). A few things can catch visitors unaware when shopping in France. For example, you have to pay a nominal fee (around 10-25
cents) for a bag to carry purchases.For a higher charge (typically around 1-2), you can often pick up a sturdy, reusable bag. Local shoppers bring their own bags. If you find yourself looking for a cheap and unusual souvenir, look out for reusable bags decorated with local tourist imagery, which can make spending that euro worthwhile. Although
consumer goods prices in France compare favourably with other Western European countries, they can still surprise visitors. There are a few ways to save euros when shopping in France.Annual sales (soldes) occur every January (the biggest) and June. At other times of the year, it is common to see everyday promotions and occasional clear out sales,
especially on Black Friday, a recent and not universally welcomed import. Stores can be aggressive with price reductions, so bargains disappear quickly.Outside of sale periods, outlet factory malls are the place to find branded clothes at discount prices, particularly end-of-line items. Outlet malls are mostly found outside bigger towns and
predominantly in Northern France and around Paris, as you can see on this map of French outlet malls.One product you will rarely see discounted are books. They are price-protected in France, to insulate independent book stores from big online retailers.Finally, goods purchased in France are covered by consumer protection laws that adhere to EU
legislation. Some retailers may improve on the minimum protection but, regardless of store policy, faulty goods must be repaired or replaced if they break within two years.Items purchased online have a 14 day no quibble returns protection. Many retailers will also accept unopened and unused goods back within 7 days if you change your mind,
although this is at their discretion. That wraps up our quick guide to shopping in France. Whether youre looking forward to a blowout shopping spree or just need to know the essentials, I hope you have learned enough to avoid any big surprises. Bon shopping! French shopping vocabulary includes words such as faire du shopping (to shop), Je cherche
(Im looking for), Je voudrais (Id like), Avez-vous (do you have), Jachte (Im buying) and Cest combien (How much is it?). This page provides an extensive list of over one hundred useful shopping words and phrases.Je cherche un magasin pour Im looking for a store forO est-ce quil y a? Where is there?0O sont les magasins? Where are the stores?Quelles
sont vos heures douverture ? What are your business hours?Pourriez-vous maider? Can you help me?Veuillez me montrer . Please show me _.Je ne fais que regarder. Im just looking.Je voudrais . Id like _.Je fais du 38. Im size 38.Pourriez-vous me montrer _? Can you show me _ ?Avez-vous _? Do you have _ ?Je cherche un/une/des . Im looking
for a/some _.Je voudrais voir/essayer cette chemise. Id like to see/try this shirt.O se trouve le rayon des ? Wheres the  department?O sont les caisses? Wheres the checkout?Pouvez-vous me montrer ? Can you show me  ?Je voudrais un(e) grand(e) . Id like a big .Je vourdais un(e) petit(e) . Id like a small .Cest un peu cher. Its bit
expensive.Pouvez-vous me montre dautres ? Can you show me some more?Avez-vous quelque chose de meilleur march ? Do you have anything cheaper?0O est cabine dessayage, sil vous plat ? Where is the fitting room, please?Avez-vous des soldes ? Do you have any sales?Est-ce que cest en solde ? Is it on sale?Y a-t-il une promotion de fin de saison ? Is
there an end of the season sale?Quand commenceront les soldes ? When will the sales start?Ce nest pas exactement ce que je veux. Its not exactly what [ want.a me plat ! It like it!Je le/la/les prends ! Ill take it/them.Pourriez-vous me le/la/les commander ? Could you order it/them for me?Je cherche ce pantelon en taille 35. Im looking for these pants in
Size 35.Avez-vous ce chemisier en taille 14 ? Do you have this blouse in size 14?]Je voudrais le voir en bleu. Id like to see it in blue.Je vais essayer ce blouson. Im going to try on this jacket.Je les aime mais je ne peux pas me permettre. I like them but theyre too expensive.Je peux avoir la taille au-dessus/au-dessous? Can I have one size bigger/one size
smaller?Cest trop petit/grand. Its too small/big.Cest parfait ! Its perfect!Je nai pas les moyens. I cant afford it.Je ne suis pas sur. Je vais rflchir. Im not sure. I going to think it over.Pourriez-vous maider? Can you help me?Veuillez me montrer . Please show me _.Je ne fais que regarder. Im just looking.Je voudrais . Id like .Je fais du 38. Im size
38.Pourriez-vous me montrer ? Can you show me ?Avez-vous _? Do you have ?Je cherche un/une/des . Im looking for a/some .Je voudrais voir/essayer cette chemise. Id like to see/try this shirt.O se trouve le rayon des ? Wheres the  department?O sont les caisses? Wheres the checkout?Pouvez-vous me montrer ? Can you show me _ ?Je
voudrais un(e) grand(e) . Id like a big _.Je vourdais un(e) petit(e) . Id like a small _.Cest un peu cher. Its bit expensive.Pouvez-vous me montre dautres ? Can you show me some more?Avez-vous quelque chose de meilleur march ? Do you have anything cheaper?O est cabine dessayage, sil vous plat ? Where is the fitting room, please?Avez-vous des
soldes ? Do you have any sales?Est-ce que cest en solde ? Is it on sale?Y a-t-il une promotion de fin de saison ? Is there an end of the season sale?Quand commenceront les soldes ? When will the sales start?Ce nest pas exactement ce que je veux. Its not exactly what I want.a me plat ! It like it!Je le/la/les prends ! Ill take it/them.Pourriez-vous me
le/la/les commander ? Could you order it/them for me?]Je cherche ce pantelon en taille 35. Im looking for these pants in Size 35.Avez-vous ce chemisier en taille 14 ? Do you have this blouse in size 14?Je voudrais le voir en bleu. Id like to see it in blue.Je vais essayer ce blouson. Im going to try on this jacket.Je les aime mais je ne peux pas me permettre.
I like them but theyre too expensive.Je peux avoir la taille au-dessus/au-dessous? Can I have one size bigger/one size smaller?Cest trop petit/grand. Its too small/big.Cest parfait ! Its perfect!Je nai pas les moyens. I cant afford it.Je ne suis pas sur. Je vais rflchir. Im not sure. I going to think it over.Les tailles: petite, moyenne, grande, extra-large Sizes:
S, M, L, XLQue dsirez-vous ? What would you like?Puis-je vous tre utile ?/Je peux vous aider ? Can I help you?Quelle pointure faites-vous ? Whats your shoe size?Quelle taille faites-vous ? What size are you?a vous plat ? Do you like it?Vous vous sentez comment ? How do you feel?Comment a vous va ? How is it on you?Cela vous va bien. It looks good
on you.Quel dsirez-vous ? What would you like?Dsole, nous nen avons pas. Sorry, we dont have any.Notre stock est puis. Were out of stock.Pouvons-nous le/la/les commander? Shall we order it/them for you?Jarrive. Ill be right back.Combien cote ceci ? How much is this?Combien cotent-ils ? How much are they?Cest combien ? How much?Je paie en
espces/liquide. Ill pay in cash.Puis-je payer avec une carte de crdit ? Can I pay with a credit card?Je voudrais payer avec ma carte bleue, sil vous plat. Id like to pay with my credit card, please.Je voudrais payer avec ma carte de dbit, sil vous plat. Id like to pay with my debit card, please.Je peux payer par cheque/carte banquaire ? Can I pay with a
check/bank card?Acceptez-vous les cartes de crdit ? Do you accept credit cards?Quelle est la T.V.A. ? What is the VAT (sales tax)?La facture a une erreur. The bill has a mistake.Acceptez-vous les dollars amricains/les livres anglais? Do you accept US dollars/British pounds?Puis-je avoir un sac, sil vous plat? May I have a bag, please?Pourriez-vous
changer ceci? Can you please exchange this?Je voudrais vous rendre ceci. Id like to return this.Je voudrais me faire remboursser, sil vous plat. Id like a refund, please.Voici mon reu. Heres my receipt.Quelle est votre politique pour les remboursements ? Whats your refund policy?acheter to buyfaire du shopping to go shoppingvendre to sellregarder
dans la vitrine to look in the shop windowchanger to exchangerembourser to rerundse faire rembourser to get refundedchoisir un modle to choose a modelvoir un modle to see a modelvoir un modle to ask for a sizeessayer les vtements to try the clothesfaire du + size to be size .rtcir to shrinkslargir to get biggerFrench vocabulary | Word of the day |
Lessons by David Issokson Bonjour !Make the most of your shopping in France by learning some French shopping vocabulary, phrases and exact scripts you can actually use to buy new things like clothes, designer handbags, shoes, wines, cheese and so on.This episode also includes a complete french conversation script between a shopkeeper and a
customer learn from it, so you can shop in France, just like a native. Et toi ?Tell me in French:Have you ever gone shopping in France?What did you buy?In your own country, what have you bought on sale lately ?Bonne journe,Graldine Self and relationships in French From saying what it is you are looking for to asking for something in another colour,
here is the essential French vocabulary for a successful shopping trip in FranceDIFFERENT TYPES OF SHOPSGrand magasin Department storeCentre commercial Shopping centreZone commerciale Shopping precinctMagasin de chaussures Shoe storeMagasin de vtements Clothes storeMagasin de disques Record storepicerie Grocery
storeBoulangerie BakeryLibrairie BookshopBureau de poste Post officePtisserie Cake shop Related articlesFrench words you cant translate into English67 French words and phrases you need to talk about the

weather GENERAL VOCABULARY]Je vais faire du shopping samedi. I am going shopping on SaturdayPuis-je vous aider? Can I help you?Vous cherchez quelque chose en particulier? Are you looking for something in particular?Je cherche I am looking forUn pull vert A green
sweaterUn cadeau A presentQuelque chose de moins cher Something cheaper]Je regarde tout simplement I am just lookingCest combien? How much is it?Cher ExpensiveBon march CheapComptant / Espce / Liquide CashVendeur / Vendeuse Sales assistant (m/f)Caissier / Caissire Cashier (m/f)Ticket de caisse ReceiptPuis-je avoir un sac? Can I have a
bag? Related articles50 French words and phrases you need to learn if youre driving in FranceLearning French: 6 tips for beginners SHOPPING FOR CLOTHESChapeau HatChemise ShirtChemisier
BlousePantalon TrousersImpermable RaincoatCravate TieJean JeansManteau CoatRobe DressVeste JacketPull SweaterAvez-vous des soldes? Do you have any sales on?Est-ce que cette jupe est en solde? Is this skirt in the sale?Jaime celui/celle-ci! I like this (m/f) one!Je cherche ce jean en taille 40. I am looking for these jeans in a size 40.Avez-vous
cette chemise en taille 12? Do you have this shirt in a size 12?Avez-vous cette robe en dautres couleurs? Do you have this dress in other colours?Cette couleur ne me va pas trs bien. This colour doesnt suit me.Je voudrais la voir en noir. I would like to see it in black.Je vais essayer ce pull. I am going to try on this sweater.O sont les cabines? Where are
the changing rooms?Cest trop It is tooSerr TightCourt ShortLarge BigCe pull me plat beaucoup. I really like this sweater.Jadore cette robe. Je la prends. I love this dress. I will take it!Jai envie dacheter ces chaussures mais je ne peux pas me permettre. I want to buy these shoes but they are too expensive.Puis-je payer/rgler par carte de crdit? Can I
pay by credit card?Quelle est votre politique pour les remboursements? What is your returns policy?Puis-je retourner cet article? Can I return this item?]Je voudrais changer cette chemise pour une autre taille, sil vous plat. I would like to exchange this shirt for one in another size please.Enjoy this? You might also like:Ways you can learn French for
freeGreat apps to help you learn French Whether youre hitting the sales or simply goingto buy a new pair of shoes, heres the vocabulary thatyou need to know for clothes shopping in France.Essential French Phrases: Clothes ShoppingHow much is this: cest combien pour ce/cette I would like to try on: Je voudrais essayerMay I see the bag in the
window: Je peux voir le sac qui est dans la vitrine?It is too big/small: Cest trop grand/petitl like it: Cest bonl would like to change this skirt for : Je voudrais changer cette jupe pour une autrel have kept the receipt: Jai gard le ticket de caisseClothingWhat size do you take? Quelle taille faites-vous?I take size 42: Je fais du 42ShoesWhat size do you take?
Vous faites quelle pointure?I take size 38: Je fais du 38Useful French Vocabulary: Clothes ShoppingSale: soldeMarked-down: dgriffDiscount: remiseShop window: la vitrineSize: la taille (clothes);la pointure (shoes)Changing room: la cabineDepartment (as in shoes, childrens clothes): le rayon (not department!)Type/style: la forme; le modleShirt: un
chemisier (women); une chemise (men)Skirt: une jupeDress: une robeTrousers: un pantalon (it is not plural in French)Tie: une cravateJacket (women): une veste longueJacket men: une veste de costumeSuit (women): un tailleurSuit (men): un costumeBelt: une ceintureShoes: des chassuresBoots: des bottesAnkle boots: des bottinesTrainers: des
basketsShoes with a heel: des escarpinsSlippers: des pantouflesSandals: des sandalesGloves: des gantsHandbag: un sacPurse: un porte-monnaieWallet: un portefeuilleRing: une bagueNecklace: un collierBracelet: un braceletEarrings: des boucles doreillesFabricCotton: le cotonWool: la laineSilk: la soieLinen: le linLeather: le cuir Your email address
will not be published. Required fields are marked * French vocabulary Master the art of finding the perfect fit, asking for different sizes, and locating the items you desire. After this French lesson, you'll walk into any clothing store with a newfound sense of confidence and purpose. Get excited; a hassle-free shopping experience awaits you! Have you
ever felt lost and overwhelmed while shopping for clothes? No more! French Lesson 57 focuses on French vocabulary that will make your clothes shopping hassle-free and fun. This French lesson will teach you how to ask questions like "Can I try it on?" and "Do you have it in another color?" along with size-related inquiries such as "Do you have a
larger size?" or "This is too tight". With these French phrases at your fingertips, your next clothes shopping experience will be smooth and efficient. Can I try it on? Est-ce que je peux lessayer? Where is the changing room? O est la cabine dessayage? I wear a size large Je porte la taille grand Do you have a larger size? Avez-vous une plus grande
taille? Do you have a smaller size? Avez-vous une plus petite taille? This is too tight Cest trop serr It fits me well a me va bien I like this shirt Jaime cette chemise Do you sell raincoats? Est-ce que vous vendez des impermables? Could you show me some shirts? Pourriez-vous me montrer quelques chemises? The color doesn't suit me La couleur ne me
va pas Do you have it in another color? L'avez-vous dans une autre couleur? Where can I find a bathing suit? O puis-je trouver un maillot de bain? Could you show me the watch? Pourriez-vous me montrer la montre? France is the ultimate destination for lovers of la mode (fashion). Especially in January and in June, when the soldes (sales) arrive. Each
one of these bi-annual sales lasts for just over a month, and they are perfect opportunities to upgrade your wardrobe.To help you navigate a Parisian shopping experience, here are some French shopping phrases to remember.ContentsAnd One More Thing...Hellos and GoodbyesFirst of all, it is very important when entering any store to always greet
the clerk or salesperson with a friendly Bonjour ! (Hello!). It is considered rude to not do this, as if you were entering someones home without greeting them.Likewise, when you leave a store always say Merci, au revoir ! (Thank you, good bye!). It never hurts to add Bonne journe / fin de journe / soire. (Have a nice day/end of your
day/evening.)Practice these and the other phrases in this post before you head out to be sure you get them right when the time comes. Find French shopping vlogs like this one from Just French It.Phrases to Plan Your French Shopping TripIm going shopping on Saturday, want to come? Je vais faire du shopping samedi, tu veux venir ? Im going to see
the sales this weekend, interested? Je vais voir les soldes ce week-end, a te dit ? Were going to see whats at Galeries Lafayette (one of the biggest department stores in Paris). On va faire un tour aux Galeries Lafayette. French Phrases to Talk About DealsA good deal, inexpensive, cheap. Bon march. I got a good deal on these shoes this week. Jai achet
ces chaussures bon march cette semaine. March can also be used a comparative or superlative.Im jealous, your dress was a better deal! Je suis jalouse, ta robe tait meilleur march ! Other terms to describe a good deal are: Une bonne affaire (A good deal) Un bon rapport qualit-prix (Good bang for your buck) Un prix avantageux (A better price) Pas
cher (Not expensive)On the other side, you can say something is cest de la camelote or une pacotille, meaning it is cheap junk.Finding SalesTo ask if there are any sales in the store: Est-ce quil y a des soldes ? (Are there sales?) Est-ce que vous avez des soldes ? (Do you have any sales?)To ask if an item is on sale: Cest sold ? Cest en solde ? Paying and
Asking for PricesHow much is it? Cest combien ? Combien a cote ? Can I pay by card? Est-ce que je peux payer par carte bancaire ? Je peux rgler par carte ? Im going to pay in cash. Je vais payer en liquide. Im going to check out, Im going to the cash register. Je vais rgler, je vais la caisse. Can I have a bag? Est-ce que je peux avoir un sac ? Browsing
and Looking for Specific ItemsA sales clerk, or vendeur , vendeuse , might ask you if you need help. Est-ce que je peux vous aider ? Or if youre looking for something in particular. Vous cherchez quelque chose en particulier ? You can say that youre just looking. Non merci, je ne fais que regarder. (No thank you, Im only looking.) Non merci, je regarde
tout simplement. (No thank you, Im just looking.)Or that youre looking for a green sweater. Oui, je cherche un pull vert. I need to buy a present for a friend. Je dois trouver un cadeau pour un ami. Sizes and ColorsDo you have this in a small? Est-ce que vous lavez en S ? Im looking for these jeans in a 37. Je cherche ce jean en taille 37. **Note that jean
in this case should be pronounced like the word jean in English.Do you have other sizes? Est-ce que vous avez dautres tailles ? I would like to see this dress but in black. Je voudrais voir cette robe mais en noir. Do you have this in other colors? Est-ce que vous lavez en dautres couleurs ? Trying Things OnWhere are the dressing rooms? O sont les
cabines ? Is there a mirror? Est-ce quil y a un miroir ? Im going to try on these pants. Je vais essayer ce pantalon. Its too tight! Cest trop serr ! Its a bit short, dont you think? Cest un peu court, nest-ce pas ? Thats way too big on you. Cest beaucoup trop large pour vous. Making Crucial Shopping DecisionslI like this one the best. Jaime celui-ci le plus.I
like this shirt a lot. Cette chemise me plat beaucoup. This color doesnt look good on me. Cette couleur ne me va pas trs bien. Its very elegant, very chic. Cest trs lgant, trs chic. Its interesting, its unique. (This can be used as a compliment or a subtle criticism. People often say it when they dont like something but dont want to be rude. Listen carefully
for sarcasm). Cest original. I love these shoes, Im going to get them. Jadore ces chaussures, je vais les prendre. I want to buy this jacket but its too expensive. Jai envie dacheter ce manteau mais je ne peux pas me le permettre. Im going to buy this purse even if its too expensive. Je vais acheter ce sac main mmesi cest trop cher. You should get that
skirt, it looks really good on you. Tu devrais acheter cette jupe, elle te va super bien. French Phrases for Returns and RefundsWhats your return policy? Quelle est votre politique pour les remboursements? I would like to exchange this for another size, please. Je voudrais changer ceci pour une autre taille, sil vous plat. I would like to return this watch.
Je voudrais retourner cette montre. Can I be reimbursed in cash? Je pourrais tre rembours/rembourse en liquide ? Remember to check the hours of the store youre going to and see if theyre open during the weekend. While some stores are open on Sundays, especially in certain neighborhoods of Paris, the majority arent open. Opening hours are often
extended during the sales and during the Christmas holidays.What time do you close? Vous fermez quelle heure ? Are you open on Sundays? Vous tes ouvert les dimanches ? Now just set your budget, bring your porte-monnaie or portefeuille (wallet) and brave the stores, whether it be BHV, Galeries Lafayette, Chanel or Sandro!With these French
shopping phrases, you should have the magic French touch in no time and be able to track down all the chic clothing you want at just the right price.Youre officially ready for shopping in France, during the sales and all times of the year! Bon shopping ! If you like learning French at your own pace and from the comfort of your device, I have to tell you
about FluentU.FluentU makes it easier (and way more fun) to learn French by making real content like movies and series accessible to learners. You can check out FluentU's curated video library, or bring our learning tools directly to Netflix or YouTube with the FluentU Chrome extension.One of the features I find most helpful is the interactive
captionsyou can tap on any word to see its meaning, an image, pronunciation, and other examples from different contexts. Its a great way to pick up French vocab without having to pause and look things up separately.FluentU also helps reinforce what youve learned with personalized quizzes. You can swipe through extra examples and complete
engaging exercises that adapt to your progress. You'll get extra practice with the words you find more challenging and even be reminded you when its time to review!You can use FluentU on your computer, tablet, or phone with our app for Apple or Android devices. Click here to take advantage of our current sale! (Expires at the end of this month.)
Susan Hassmann/GettyImages. Ahhh, French fashion. There are a zillion specific words to describe French clothes, however lists on the web are usually very limited. Here is a longer list which will help you master French clothing vocabulary. Les fringues : clothes in slang (ends on a G sound) Un manteau : a coat, a dress coat, usually long. Its also the
generic word to say something warm to wear outside.Une veste : a blazer, also generic for outerwears.Un impermable : a raincoat.Un K-way (pronounced "ka way"), un coupe-vent : a rain jacket. K-way is a brand, but it's so popular that it became the word used to describe this very thin plastic jacket that you can fold into a small bag and then tie
around your waist. Most kids have one for Spring days!Un blouson : an waist length jacket, a bomber jacket, often used to describe a leather jacket : un blouson en/de cuir.Un anorak : a ski jacket.Une doudoune : thats somewhat a new word. It's a sort of padded/ski jacket, parkaUn chandail : a sweater - sounds like eye, and a bit old fashion.Un tricot :
a (knitted) sweater - very old fashionUn pull : a sweater - most commonly used word nowadaysUn (pull ) col-roul : turtle neck sweaterUn pull en V : un pull col en V - V neck sweaterUn pull col rond : round neck sweaterUn cardigan, un gilet : cardigan sweater (open in front with buttons)Une chemise : a shirt (usually for man, but could be used for
women also).Une chemise manches courtes : short sleeve shirtUne chemise manches longues : long sleeve shirtUne chemise manches trois quarts : 3/4 length sleeve shirtUne blouse : a ladys shirt (a bit old fashion)Un chemisier : a ladys shirt - yes, I know it's a masculine word to describe women clothes, whereas "une chemise" for man is feminine...
go figure!Un T-shirt : Tshirt, pronounced in Franglish ti sheurtUn dbardeur : tank top Also means a costume as in a disguise.Une veste: a blazer, a sports coat. Un gilet : a vest - watch out for the false cognate - un gilet is the 3rd part of a 3 piece man suit, the one you wear under the jacket une veste which is the blazer part. Un gilet is also a cardigan
sweater. Un gilet is also called un veston but its old fashion.Un complet: a mans suit - very old fashion.Un tailleur: a ladys suit. You can say un tailleur pantalon : ladys pants suit, or un tailleur jupe: skits suit. "Tailleur" as the sound of "Thai" in it.Un smoking : a tuxedo. Un pantalon: pants - note this word is usually used in the singular. Des pantalons to
refer to one pair of pants is possible, but quite old fashion.Un jean: jeans. Singular as well. Not pronounced like the French name Jean but like the English word jean (djin).Un short: shorts. (singular)Un bermuda: knee length shortsUn Capri: above the ankle pants.Un caleon: leggings (a sort of stretchy pants). Watch out, this is also the word for mens
underwear: boxer shorts. Une robe: a dress not a robe which is un peignoir .Une robe du soir:an evening dress. Do not mistake it with "une chemise de nuit" with is a nightgown to go to bed...Une robe bustier:a strapless dressUne robe sans-manche : a sleeveless dressUne robe manches longues/courtes : a dress with long/short sleevesUne robe avec
des petites bretelles - a dress with small strapsUne jupe: a skirt.Une mini-jupe: very short skirtUne jupe au dessus du genou: above the knee length skirtUne jupe au dessous du genou: under the knee length skirtUne jupe longue: long skirtUne jupe plisse: pleated skirtUne jupe droite: straight skirtUne jupe fendue: a skirt with a slitUne chemise de
nuit: a night gown.Un pyjama: PJs. Singular in French.Une robe de chambre: a robe (to be inside the house)Un peignoir (de bain): a bathrobeDes pantoufles : slippers Une salopette: an overallUn bleu de travail: it's a type of overall protection clothing that contractors wear... usually blue.Un uniforme: a uniformUn tablier: an apronThere is no word for
"scrubs." We'd say "une blouse d'infirmier/infirmire, de docteur...".France is the ultimate destination for lovers of la mode (fashion). Especially in January and in June, when the soldes (sales) arrive. Each one of these bi-annual sales lasts for just over a month, and they are perfect opportunities to upgrade your wardrobe.To help you navigate a Parisian
shopping experience, here are some French shopping phrases to remember.ContentsAnd One More Thing...Hellos and GoodbyesFirst of all, it is very important when entering any store to always greet the clerk or salesperson with a friendly Bonjour ! (Hello!). It is considered rude to not do this, as if you were entering someones home without greeting
them.Likewise, when you leave a store always say Merci, au revoir ! (Thank you, good bye!). It never hurts to add Bonne journe / fin de journe / soire. (Have a nice day/end of your day/evening.)Practice these and the other phrases in this post before you head out to be sure you get them right when the time comes. Find French shopping vlogs like this
one from Just French It.Phrases to Plan Your French Shopping TripIm going shopping on Saturday, want to come? Je vais faire du shopping samedi, tu veux venir ? Im going to see the sales this weekend, interested? Je vais voir les soldes ce week-end, a te dit ? Were going to see whats at Galeries Lafayette (one of the biggest department stores in
Paris). On va faire un tour aux Galeries Lafayette. French Phrases to Talk About DealsA good deal, inexpensive, cheap. Bon march. I got a good deal on these shoes this week. Jai achet ces chaussures bon march cette semaine. March can also be used a comparative or superlative.Im jealous, your dress was a better deal! Je suis jalouse, ta robe tait
meilleur march ! Other terms to describe a good deal are: Une bonne affaire (A good deal) Un bon rapport qualit-prix (Good bang for your buck) Un prix avantageux (A better price) Pas cher (Not expensive)On the other side, you can say something is cest de la camelote or une pacotille, meaning it is cheap junk.Finding SalesTo ask if there are any
sales in the store: Est-ce quil y a des soldes ? (Are there sales?) Est-ce que vous avez des soldes ? (Do you have any sales?)To ask if an item is on sale: Cest sold ? Cest en solde ? Paying and Asking for PricesHow much is it? Cest combien ? Combien a cote ? Can I pay by card? Est-ce que je peux payer par carte bancaire ? Je peux rgler par carte ? Im
going to pay in cash. Je vais payer en liquide. Im going to check out, Im going to the cash register. Je vais rgler, je vais la caisse. Can I have a bag? Est-ce que je peux avoir un sac ? Browsing and Looking for Specific ItemsA sales clerk, or vendeur , vendeuse , might ask you if you need help. Est-ce que je peux vous aider ? Or if youre looking for
something in particular. Vous cherchez quelque chose en particulier ? You can say that youre just looking. Non merci, je ne fais que regarder. (No thank you, Im only looking.) Non merci, je regarde tout simplement. (No thank you, Im just looking.)Or that youre looking for a green sweater. Oui, je cherche un pull vert. I need to buy a present for a
friend. Je dois trouver un cadeau pour un ami. Sizes and ColorsDo you have this in a small? Est-ce que vous lavez en S ? Im looking for these jeans in a 37. Je cherche ce jean en taille 37. *Note that jean in this case should be pronounced like the word jean in English.Do you have other sizes? Est-ce que vous avez dautres tailles ? I would like to see
this dress but in black. Je voudrais voir cette robe mais en noir. Do you have this in other colors? Est-ce que vous lavez en dautres couleurs ? Trying Things OnWhere are the dressing rooms? O sont les cabines ? Is there a mirror? Est-ce quil y a un miroir ? Im going to try on these pants. Je vais essayer ce pantalon. Its too tight! Cest trop serr ! Its a bit
short, dont you think? Cest un peu court, nest-ce pas ? Thats way too big on you. Cest beaucoup trop large pour vous. Making Crucial Shopping DecisionsI like this one the best. Jaime celui-ci le plus.I like this shirt a lot. Cette chemise me plat beaucoup. This color doesnt look good on me. Cette couleur ne me va pas trs bien. Its very elegant, very chic.
Cest trs lgant, trs chic. Its interesting, its unique. (This can be used as a compliment or a subtle criticism. People often say it when they dont like something but dont want to be rude. Listen carefully for sarcasm). Cest original. I love these shoes, Im going to get them. Jadore ces chaussures, je vais les prendre. I want to buy this jacket but its too
expensive. Jai envie dacheter ce manteau mais je ne peux pas me le permettre. Im going to buy this purse even if its too expensive. Je vais acheter ce sac main mmesi cest trop cher. You should get that skirt, it looks really good on you. Tu devrais acheter cette jupe, elle te va super bien. French Phrases for Returns and RefundsWhats your return
policy? Quelle est votre politique pour les remboursements? I would like to exchange this for another size, please. Je voudrais changer ceci pour une autre taille, sil vous plat. I would like to return this watch. Je voudrais retourner cette montre. Can I be reimbursed in cash? Je pourrais tre rembours/rembourse en liquide ? Remember to check the
hours of the store youre going to and see if theyre open during the weekend. While some stores are open on Sundays, especially in certain neighborhoods of Paris, the majority arent open. Opening hours are often extended during the sales and during the Christmas holidays.What time do you close? Vous fermez quelle heure ? Are you open on
Sundays? Vous tes ouvert les dimanches ? Now just set your budget, bring your porte-monnaie or portefeuille (wallet) and brave the stores, whether it be BHV, Galeries Lafayette, Chanel or Sandro!With these French shopping phrases, you should have the magic French touch in no time and be able to track down all the chic clothing you want at just
the right price.Youre officially ready for shopping in France, during the sales and all times of the year! Bon shopping ! If you like learning French at your own pace and from the comfort of your device, I have to tell you about FluentU.FluentU makes it easier (and way more fun) to learn French by making real content like movies and series accessible
to learners. You can check out FluentU's curated video library, or bring our learning tools directly to Netflix or YouTube with the FluentU Chrome extension.One of the features I find most helpful is the interactive captionsyou can tap on any word to see its meaning, an image, pronunciation, and other examples from different contexts. Its a great way
to pick up French vocab without having to pause and look things up separately.FluentU also helps reinforce what youve learned with personalized quizzes. You can swipe through extra examples and complete engaging exercises that adapt to your progress. You'll get extra practice with the words you find more challenging and even be reminded you
when its time to review!You can use FluentU on your computer, tablet, or phone with our app for Apple or Android devices. Click here to take advantage of our current sale! (Expires at the end of this month.)France is the ultimate destination for lovers of la mode (fashion). Especially in January and in June, when the soldes (sales) arrive. Each one of
these bi-annual sales lasts for just over a month, and they are perfect opportunities to upgrade your wardrobe.To help you navigate a Parisian shopping experience, here are some French shopping phrases to remember.ContentsAnd One More Thing...Hellos and GoodbyesFirst of all, it is very important when entering any store to always greet the clerk
or salesperson with a friendly Bonjour ! (Hello!). It is considered rude to not do this, as if you were entering someones home without greeting them.Likewise, when you leave a store always say Merci, au revoir ! (Thank you, good bye!). It never hurts to add Bonne journe / fin de journe / soire. (Have a nice day/end of your day/evening.)Practice these
and the other phrases in this post before you head out to be sure you get them right when the time comes. Find French shopping vlogs like this one from Just French It.Phrases to Plan Your French Shopping TripIm going shopping on Saturday, want to come? Je vais faire du shopping samedi, tu veux venir ? Im going to see the sales this weekend,
interested? Je vais voir les soldes ce week-end, a te dit ? Were going to see whats at Galeries Lafayette (one of the biggest department stores in Paris). On va faire un tour aux Galeries Lafayette. French Phrases to Talk About DealsA good deal, inexpensive, cheap. Bon march. I got a good deal on these shoes this week. Jai achet ces chaussures bon
march cette semaine. March can also be used a comparative or superlative.Im jealous, your dress was a better deal! Je suis jalouse, ta robe tait meilleur march ! Other terms to describe a good deal are: Une bonne affaire (A good deal) Un bon rapport qualit-prix (Good bang for your buck) Un prix avantageux (A better price) Pas cher (Not
expensive)On the other side, you can say something is cest de la camelote or une pacotille, meaning it is cheap junk.Finding SalesTo ask if there are any sales in the store: Est-ce quil y a des soldes ? (Are there sales?) Est-ce que vous avez des soldes ? (Do you have any sales?)To ask if an item is on sale: Cest sold ? Cest en solde ? Paying and Asking for
PricesHow much is it? Cest combien ? Combien a cote ? Can I pay by card? Est-ce que je peux payer par carte bancaire ? Je peux rgler par carte ? Im going to pay in cash. Je vais payer en liquide. Im going to check out, Im going to the cash register. Je vais rgler, je vais la caisse. Can I have a bag? Est-ce que je peux avoir un sac ? Browsing and
Looking for Specific ItemsA sales clerk, or vendeur , vendeuse , might ask you if you need help. Est-ce que je peux vous aider ? Or if youre looking for something in particular. Vous cherchez quelque chose en particulier ? You can say that youre just looking. Non merci, je ne fais que regarder. (No thank you, Im only looking.) Non merci, je regarde tout
simplement. (No thank you, Im just looking.)Or that youre looking for a green sweater. Oui, je cherche un pull vert. I need to buy a present for a friend. Je dois trouver un cadeau pour un ami. Sizes and ColorsDo you have this in a small? Est-ce que vous lavez en S ? Im looking for these jeans in a 37. Je cherche ce jean en taille 37. **Note that jean in
this case should be pronounced like the word jean in English.Do you have other sizes? Est-ce que vous avez dautres tailles ? I would like to see this dress but in black. Je voudrais voir cette robe mais en noir. Do you have this in other colors? Est-ce que vous lavez en dautres couleurs ? Trying Things OnWhere are the dressing rooms? O sont les cabines
? Is there a mirror? Est-ce quil y a un miroir ? Im going to try on these pants. Je vais essayer ce pantalon. Its too tight! Cest trop serr ! Its a bit short, dont you think? Cest un peu court, nest-ce pas ? Thats way too big on you. Cest beaucoup trop large pour vous. Making Crucial Shopping DecisionslI like this one the best. Jaime celui-ci le plus.I like this
shirt a lot. Cette chemise me plat beaucoup. This color doesnt look good on me. Cette couleur ne me va pas trs bien. Its very elegant, very chic. Cest trs lgant, trs chic. Its interesting, its unique. (This can be used as a compliment or a subtle criticism. People often say it when they dont like something but dont want to be rude. Listen carefully for
sarcasm). Cest original. I love these shoes, Im going to get them. Jadore ces chaussures, je vais les prendre. I want to buy this jacket but its too expensive. Jai envie dacheter ce manteau mais je ne peux pas me le permettre. Im going to buy this purse even if its too expensive. Je vais acheter ce sac main mmesi cest trop cher. You should get that skirt,
it looks really good on you. Tu devrais acheter cette jupe, elle te va super bien. French Phrases for Returns and RefundsWhats your return policy? Quelle est votre politique pour les remboursements? I would like to exchange this for another size, please. Je voudrais changer ceci pour une autre taille, sil vous plat. I would like to return this watch. Je
voudrais retourner cette montre. Can I be reimbursed in cash? Je pourrais tre rembours/rembourse en liquide ? Remember to check the hours of the store youre going to and see if theyre open during the weekend. While some stores are open on Sundays, especially in certain neighborhoods of Paris, the majority arent open. Opening hours are often
extended during the sales and during the Christmas holidays.What time do you close? Vous fermez quelle heure ? Are you open on Sundays? Vous tes ouvert les dimanches ? Now just set your budget, bring your porte-monnaie or portefeuille (wallet) and brave the stores, whether it be BHV, Galeries Lafayette, Chanel or Sandro!With these French
shopping phrases, you should have the magic French touch in no time and be able to track down all the chic clothing you want at just the right price.Youre officially ready for shopping in France, during the sales and all times of the year! Bon shopping ! If you like learning French at your own pace and from the comfort of your device, I have to tell you
about FluentU.FluentU makes it easier (and way more fun) to learn French by making real content like movies and series accessible to learners. You can check out FluentU's curated video library, or bring our learning tools directly to Netflix or YouTube with the FluentU Chrome extension.One of the features I find most helpful is the interactive
captionsyou can tap on any word to see its meaning, an image, pronunciation, and other examples from different contexts. Its a great way to pick up French vocab without having to pause and look things up separately.FluentU also helps reinforce what youve learned with personalized quizzes. You can swipe through extra examples and complete
engaging exercises that adapt to your progress. You'll get extra practice with the words you find more challenging and even be reminded you when its time to review!You can use FluentU on your computer, tablet, or phone with our app for Apple or Android devices. Click here to take advantage of our current sale! (Expires at the end of this month.)
Buying Clothes and Accessories in French. Are you ready to elevate your shopping experience in France? In this engaging lesson, we will dive into essential French phrases and sentences that will empower you to confidently navigate boutiques, markets, and clothing stores, whether youre looking for a chic outfit or the perfect accessory. Learning
French doesnt just open doors to new friendships and cultures; it also adds flair to your shopping adventures! We will cover key vocabulary related to clothing and accessories, useful questions to ask shopkeepers, and expressions to help you critique your finds. By the end of this lesson, youll be well-equipped to describe what you want, ask for sizes,
and even negotiate pricesall in French! Lets put you on the path to mastering these practical phrases so you can shop like a local and enjoy every moment of your French journey. Join us as we explore the world of fashion en franais! Sentence/Phrase in French Translation in English Bonjour, je voudrais acheter des vtements. Hello, I would like to buy
some clothes. O est le magasin de vtements? Where is the clothing store? Est-ce que vous avez cette taille? Do you have this size? Je cherche une robe. I am looking for a dress. Puis-je essayer ceci ? Can I try this on? Cest trop petit. Its too small. Cest parfait ! Its perfect! Combien cela cote-t-il ? How much does this cost? Je voudrais payer en espces. I
would like to pay in cash. Avez-vous une carte de fidlit ? Do you have a loyalty card? O sont les cabines dessayage ? Where are the fitting rooms? Cest en solde. Its on sale. Je ne peux pas me dcider. I cant decide. Pouvez-vous maider ? Can you help me? Jaimerais voir dautres couleurs. I would like to see other colors. Cest trop cher. Its too expensive.
Et dans une autre taille ? and in another size? Jai besoin de nouvelles chaussures. I need new shoes. Les accessoires sont ltage. The accessories are upstairs. Je vais prendre cela. I will take this. Y a-t-il une rduction ? Is there a discount? Je veux retourner cet article. I want to return this item. Est-ce que vous pouvez emballer cela? Can you wrap this
up? Je suis juste en train de regarder. Im just looking. quelle heure fermez-vous ? What time do you close? O puis-je trouver les vtements pour hommes ? Where can I find mens clothes? Je naime pas ce style. I dont like this style. Quest-ce que vous recommandez ? What do you recommend? Jai besoin dun cadeau pour un ami. I need a gift for a friend.
Est-ce que cest fait main ? Is it handmade? Pouvez-vous rduire le prix ? Can you lower the price? Je suis allergique aux matriaux synthtiques. Im allergic to synthetic materials. Jaimerais une charpe. I would like a scarf. O se trouvent les vtements pour enfants ? Where can I find kids clothes? Est-ce que vous avez des ceintures ? Do you have belts?
Sentence/Phrase in French Translation in English Bonjour, je cherche un vtement. Hello, Im looking for a clothing item. Quelle taille faites-vous? What size do you wear? Est-ce que vous avez ce modle en noir? Do you have this model in black? O se trouvent les accessoires? Where are the accessories? Je voudrais essayer cette robe. I would like to try
on this dress. Est-ce que je peux avoir cette chemise en bleu? Can I have this shirt in blue? Cest trop cher pour moi. Its too expensive for me. Y a-t-il une rduction? Is there a discount? Je veux payer par carte. I want to pay by card. Acceptez-vous les retours? Do you accept returns? Quel est le prix de ce sac? What is the price of this bag? Est-ce que
vous avez des chaussures en taille 40? Do you have shoes in size 40? a me va bien. It fits me well. Est-ce que je peux essayer cela? Can I try this on? je cherche une ceinture. Im looking for a belt. Avez-vous un essayage? Do you have a fitting room? Cette couleur est jolie. This color is nice. Combien de temps cela prend-il pour arriver? How long does it
take to arrive? Je prfre un style dcontract. I prefer a casual style. Cest une bonne qualit. Its good quality. Avez-vous dautres motifs? Do you have other patterns? Je nai pas de sac. I dont have a bag. Est-ce que cela vient dans dautres tailles? Does it come in other sizes? je suis juste en train de regarder. Im just looking. Cest un bon choix. its a good
choice. Pouvez-vous maider avec ceci? Can you help me with this? Je reviendrai plus tard. I will come back later. Cette taille est puise. This size is out of stock. Quelque chose dautre? Anything else? Cest trop petit. Its too small. Je voudrais un ticket de caisse. I would like a receipt. O est la caisse? Where is the cashier? Vous avez un service de
livraison? Do you have a delivery service? Je ne suis pas sr. Im not sure. Cela me plat! I like it! Phrase in French Translation in English Bonjour, puis-je vous aider ? Hello, can I help you? Je cherche une robe. Im looking for a dress. Quelle taille faites-vous ? What size do you wear? Est-ce que vous avez cette chemise en bleu ? Do you have this shirt in
blue? Cest trop cher ! Its too expensive! Pouvez-vous me faire un rabais ? Can you give me a discount? Je voudrais essayer ces chaussures. I would like to try on these shoes. O se trouvent les cabines dessayage ? Where are the changing rooms? Quel est le prix de ce manteau ? What is the price of this coat? Est-ce que cette taille est disponible ? Is this
size available? Je lachte. Ill buy it. Je ne suis pas sr(e). Im not sure. a me convient trs bien. It fits me very well. Je prfre le noir. I prefer black. Pouvez-vous lemballer ? Can you wrap it up? Avez-vous quelque chose de plus petit ? Do you have something smaller? Cest trop grand. Its too big. Cest la mode ! Its fashionable! Jai besoin dune nouvelle
ceinture. I need a new belt. Est-ce en soldes ? Is it on sale? Jaimerais le retourner. I would like to return it. Puis-je avoir le reu,sil vous plat ? Can I have the receipt,please? O est le magasin le plus proche ? Where is the nearest store? Pouvez-vous me montrer dautres options ? Can you show me other options? Cest trop loose. Its too loose. Je suis ici
pour faire du shopping. Im here to shop. Je cherche un cadeau. Im looking for a gift. Il est parfait pour It. Its perfect for summer. O puis-je trouver des accessoires ? Where can I find accessories? Cette charpe est jolie. This scarf is pretty. Je vais rflchir avant dacheter. Ill think about it before I buy. Merci de votre aide ! Thank you for your help!
Cultural Insights: Buying Clothes in French-Speaking Countries Sentence/Phrase in French Translation in English Bonjour, je cherche un manteau. Hello, I am looking for a coat. Est-ce que vous avez des tailles plus grandes? Do you have larger sizes? Combien a cote? How much does it cost? Je voudrais essayer cette robe. I would like to try on this
dress. O sont les cabines dessayage? Where are the fitting rooms? Cette couleur me plat. I like this color. Avez-vous ce modle en bleu? Do you have this model in blue? Jai besoin de nouvelles chaussures. I need new shoes. Cest trop cher pour moi. Its too expensive for me. Avez-vous des soldes en ce moment? Do you have sales at the moment? Je vais
prendre celui-ci. I will take this one. Est-ce que je peux payer par carte? can I pay by card? Pouvez-vous maider, sil vous plat? Can you help me, please? Est-ce que ce retour est possible? Is this return possible? Je cherche un accessoire pour ma tenue. I am looking for an accessory for my outfit. O se trouve le rayon des vtements? Where is the clothing
section? trouvez-vous cela votre got? Do you find this to your taste? Jaime ce style. I like this style. Pourriez-vous mapporter une taille plus petite? Could you bring me a smaller size? Ce pantalon est trop long. This pants are too long. Y a-t-il un dressing pour les hommes? Is there a mens fitting room? Quel est le nouveau modle cette saison? What is
the new model this season? Il me faut un sac main. I need a handbag. Cela ne me va pas. This doesnt fit me. Pouvez-vous emballer ceci, sil vous plat? Can you wrap this, please? Avez-vous une carte de fidlit? Do you have a loyalty card? Cest exactement ce que je cherchais. This is exactly what I was looking for. Je vais rflchir avant dacheter. Ill think
before buying. Il y a une autre boutique proximit? is there another store nearby? Puis-je le retourner si a ne me plat pas? Can I return it if I dont like it? Jen prends deux. 11l take two of them. a a lair bien sur vous! That looks good on you! To Wrap It Up we have explored the key concepts and ideas that serve as building blocks for your understanding.
Remember, every lesson you learn is a stepping stone to greater knowledge and self-discovery. embrace challenges as opportunities for growth, and dont shy away from asking questions or seeking help. As you continue your educational journey, be curious, stay inspired, and never underestimate your potential. The world is full of possibilities, and
with each new lesson, you are one step closer to achieving your goals. Keep pushing forwardyouve got this! URL Copied Related Articles HomeFrenchFrench clothing vocabulary: A comprehensive guideMastering French clothing vocabulary can help you navigate shopping experiences more confidently whether online or in stores and participate more
naturally in everyday conversations. This vocabulary guide provides all the necessary words for discussing clothing in French, including key nouns, verbs and practical phrases. Youll also find some authentic French idioms and cultural insights into how French people view fashion and clothing. In the tables below, youll find the words commonly used
to talk about clothes in French. General terms for clothing FrenchEnglishPronunciation tipsles vtements (masculine)clothesThe v sounds like veh, with a nasal "-ment"la modefashionWith an open o soundles accessoires (masculine)fashion accessoriesThe "o0i" in accessoires is pronounced "wa" (ak-se-swar)le magasin de vtementsclothing shopThe -sin
at the end of magasin is pronounced z[in]la garde-robewardrobeThe second half of this word (robe) is pronounced with an open o sound Everyday clothing items FrenchEnglishPronunciation tipsle pullsweaterWith the typical French u soundle tee-shirtT-shirtPronounced like in Englishle pantalontrousersPay attention to the nasal on soundla
jupeskirtWith the typical French u soundle shortshortsWith an open "o0" sound; the final "t" is pronounced Outerwear FrenchEnglishPronunciation tipsla vestejacketThe e is pronounced the same way as in bedle manteaucoatThe eau is a closed o soundle bonnetwooly hatWith a closed o soundlcharpescarfThe "ch" is pronounced like "sh" in Englishles
gantsglovesThe "g" is hard and followed by a nasal an sound FrenchEnglishPronunciation tipsles chaussures (feminine)shoesThe au is a closed o soundles baskets (feminine)sneakers/trainersThe t is pronounced but the s is silentles bottes (feminine)bootsWith an open o soundles sandales (feminine)sandalsThe final "es" is silentles talons hauts
(masculine)high heelsThe "au" is a closed "o0" sound; the "ts" in hauts is silent Accessories FrenchEnglishPronunciation tipsle sacbagThe c is pronounced kles bijoux (masculine)jewelryThe "x" is silent (bee-joo)le foulardscarfThe d is silentle maquillagemakeupPronounced "ma-key-yazh"le chapeauhatThe "eau" is a closed "0" sound (sha-po) Underwear




and nightwear FrenchEnglishPronunciation tipsles sous-vtementsunderwearThe second s in sous is silentle soutien-gorgebraThe en in soutien is pronounced as inle slippants/pantiesThe final "p" is pronouncedle pyjamapajamasThe "j" is pronounced like "zh," not "dj" as in Englishle peignoirrobe/dressing gownThe first "g" is silent, and "oi" is
pronounced "wa" To put your new clothes vocabulary into practice, youll need some verbs and phrases. Lets see whats in store! Common verbs FrenchEnglishExamplesshabillerto dress upHabille-toi vite ! (Get dressed quickly!)porterto wearElle porte ma veste. (Shes wearing my jacket.)mettreto put onJe mets mes chaussures. (Im putting my shoes
on.)laverto washTu devrais laver ton pull. (You should wash your sweater.)faire ses lacetsto tie one's shoelaces]Je fais mes lacets. (Im tying my shoelaces.) FrenchEnglishAuriez-vous ceci en taille [] ?Would you have this in size []?]e fais du [].Im size [...] (for clothes)]Je chausse du [...].Im size [] (for shoes)O sont les cabines dessayage?Where are the
fitting rooms?Cest trop grand.Its too big.Cest trop petit.Its too small.Cest trop serr.Its too tight.Combien a cote ?How much does it cost?]Je le/la prends.Ill take it.a te va bien.That looks good on you. Theres nothing like mastering idioms to help you sound fluent. In French, many idioms incorporate vocabulary about clothing. Here are some examples:
Idiom in FrenchEquivalent idiom or translation in EnglishCest bonnet blanc et blanc bonnet.Six of one, half a dozen of the other. (literally, "It's white hat and hat white.")se serrer la ceintureto economize (literally, to tighten ones belt)trouver chaussure son piedto find the right person (literally, "to find a shoe for one's foot")changer davis comme de
chemiseto change one's mind frequently (literally, "to change opinion as often as a shirt")Cest dans la poche.It's in the bag. (literally, Its assured of success.)se mettre sur son trente-et-unto dress up elegantly (literally, "to be on your 31st")se prendre une vesteto suffer a defeat, especially in elections (literally, "to take a jacket") Want to test out using
these idioms in everyday conversation? We recommend putting it all into practice in Lingodas online French classes. Fashion and clothing in French society Here are a few insights about Frances long legacy of fashion-forward thought and how French people generally feel about fashion and clothing:The bret, one of the biggest fashion clichs about
France, is rarely worn by French people nowadays (with the exception of some elderly men). Paris has a long-standing reputation as a global fashion capital. This is reflected in the number of French words loaned to other languages, including haute couture, prt--porter and chic. The famously classy Parisian style can also be found in other major cities,
such as Lyon and Marseille. However, it's worth noting that not all French people are so stereotypically stylish. French clothing tends to be quite understated. If someone wears a very colorful outfit or a distinctive hairstyle in an everyday setting, they might attract amused or surprised glances. French people tend to be conscious of the environmental
impact of clothing. The second-hand clothing market is booming thanks to the emergence of online platforms and vide-dressing pop-ups (clothing swap/sale events where people bring clothes they no longer want to exchange for other items).What is the French word for clothing? The French word for clothing is les vtements or les habits. How do you
say dress in French? In French, a dress is une robe (with an open o sound). How do you say swimsuit in French? In French, a swimsuit is un maillot de bain (with a silent t). Ready to dress your French up? Being able to talk about clothes in French will help you in many situations, whether you're shopping or engaging in conversation with French
speakers. From essential everyday terms to clothing-related expressions and idioms, this comprehensive guide has equipped you with key vocabulary to enhance your fluency in French.As always, Lingoda is here to help you put it into practice. Our French classes in small groups with native-level teachers are exactly what you need to speak with
confidence.
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